ETHIOPIA
COUNTRY PROFILE
Over the last decade, Ethiopia has made tremendous development gains in
education, health and food security, yet it still remains one of the ten poorest
countries worldwide. USAID’s portfolio in country is one of the largest and most
complex in Africa.
Our assistance leverages a partnership with the Government of Ethiopia to increase economic growth,
deliver quality basic public health and education services, and promote a governance environment that is
conducive to sustainable economic development.
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OUR WORK
AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY

The economy is dependent on agriculture, which contributes more than 40 percent of the GDP and 80
percent of exports. The country’s rapidly growing population underscores the need for sustainable and
high-quality access to food. Through the Feed the Future initiative, we enhance food security, increase
agricultural productivity and promote resilience¾especially among vulnerable populations.
DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE

We work with local communities and the Government of Ethiopia to prevent and manage conflict. To
enhance good governance, we also strengthen the capacity of the judicial system, promote access to
justice, and foster the integration of good governance principles across the mission's portfolio.
EDUCATION

For more than 20 years, we have addressed a variety of needs related to education access, equity,
quality and relevance. We are on track to improve the reading abilities of 15 million primary school
children in Ethiopia.
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GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

We promote gender equality via equal access to economic opportunities and education while supporting
the health of women and their families, allowing for more equitable participation in society. In addition,
we address root causes of domestic violence, child marriage and gender-based violence.
GLOBAL HEALTH

Despite major improvements in the health system over the last decade, high rates of disease and death
still exist. Our integrated program improves overall health, infectious disease treatment, clean water
access, and the nutritional status of targeted communities.
WATER

The primary goal of all our water-related projects is to save lives and advance development through
improvements in water, sanitation and hygiene programs, and through proper management and use of
water for food security.
WORKING IN CRISES AND CONFLICT

We support government and civil society interaction to improve conflict management policies and
practices at the local, regional and national levels. We continue collaborating with various partners to
respond to disasters in a timely manner and increase the resilience of vulnerable populations.

Bereket Mekonnen holds a healthy newborn at
Guba Health Center in Benishangul-Gumuz.
USAID training helps provide safe childbirth
delivery for mothers across the country.
KAREN KASMAUSKI/MCSP

USAID trains farmers like Aberu Mamo to
diversify income, leverage loans and increase
savings to help their families thrive so they no
longer rely on government safety net
programs to survive.

With help from USAID, thousands of women
farmers who learned new techniques to
cultivate higher-quality coffee seedlings in the
SNNPR and Oromia regions of Ethiopia.
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CONTACTS
MISSION

HEADQUARTERS

USAID Ethiopia
Sean Jones
Mission Director
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Phone +251-111-30-60-25

Robert O’Neill, Ethiopia Desk Officer
U.S. Agency for International Development
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC, USA 20523
Phone +1-202-712-5404
Email roneill@usaid.gov
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