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CONNECT FOR  PEACE (C4P) 
June 2017 – July 2021 | Implementer / Catholic Relief Services (CRS)                                                               
 
The Connect for Peace (C4P) project is a 48-month initiative implemented by Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) in Liberia, with support from USAID’s Center for Conflict and Violence Prevention. The broader 
aim of the project is to contribute to peace writ large in Liberia.  
 
C4P utilizes CRS’s innovative methodology “Applying Appreciative Inquiry to the 3Bs”—binding, 
bonding, and bridging—methodology, which addresses implicit biases and trauma at the individual level 
and builds trust, tolerance, respect, and cooperation within and across identity groups, including citizens 
and the state. The project delivers People-to-People (P2P) trainings, workshops, consultative public 
gatherings, social and cultural events, connector activities. Activities target communities and individuals 
who have historically engaged in divisive and, at times, violent behaviors by providing trauma healing 
sessions, social cohesion training, civic education, constructive conversations between appointed and 
elected officials and the communities they represent, and other capacity support traditional councils in 
satisfactorily resolving disputes.   
 
C4P activities target 230,146 men, women, and youth across Nimba County and at least 50,000 
residents of selected electoral districts in greater Monrovia. Activities carried out during the extension 
period will target an additional 8,585 men, women, and youth across Montserrado and Nimba Counties. 
The project seeks to: 

o Strengthen vertical and horizontal social cohesion between and among Civil Society 
Organizations and public officials through P2P trainings, workshops, consultative public 
gatherings, social and cultural events, and connector projects.  

o Employ CRS’ innovative 3Bs/4Ds (binding, bonding, and bridging/discovery, dream, 
design, and deliver) methodology to promote healing and reconciliation and strengthen 
vertical and horizontal social cohesion between key social groups and state actors in 
Nimba County and Monrovia.  
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o Build individual and institutional capacity, offer disparate adversarial groups 
opportunities for reconciliation, and establish trust between citizens and the state.  

o Reinforce Indigenous Alternative Dispute Resolution Mechanisms (I-ADRMs) so that 
women and youth, civil society members, public sector institutions, and traditional 
authorities embrace diversity, resolve differences constructively, and establish 
conditions for positive peace in Liberia.  

Current Activities 
1. Conduct CRS’s 3Bs/4Ds social cohesion approach trainings, cascade trainings to “Key people” 

and “More people” in Montserrado and Nimba counties;  
2. Work with marginalized youth (Zogos and Zogoes), to enhance their civic competencies and 

reconciliation skills. 
3. Train 50 Youth Ambassadors on civic peace education and conflict prevention under the 

umbrella of the United Brother Association (UBA), in conflict-prone communities in 
Montserrado County. 

4. Conduct conflict mitigation and management training for local leaders and district youth councils 
across the project communities.  

5. Conduct “Rising from Resilient Roots” training for marginalized youths (Zogos and Zogoes) and 
commercial bike riders. 

6. Conduct Open Space Theater Events to engage politicians, community leadership, commercial 
bike riders, and UBA members to provide civic education on peaceful elections.    

7. Roll-out election violence prevention campaigns at communities and districts. 
 
Accomplishments to Date 

1. Trained over 250 commercial bike riders, community leaders, and residents on peaceful 
coexistence while finding entry points and space for reconciliation and collaboration.  

2. Trained 35 marginalized and disadvantaged youths (Zogos and Zogoes) in conflict mitigation, 
violence prevention, and peacebuilding.  

3. Held Open Space Theater Events in two major conflict-prone communities. The event reached 
over 1000 community residents.  

4. Conducted 7 Open Space Theater Events to engage politicians, community leaders, commercial 
bike riders, and UBA members to provide civic education on peaceful elections.  

5. Trained and commissioned 50 Youth Peace Ambassadors in Montserrado and Nimba county.  
 
Planned Outcomes  

1. Federation of Motorcycle and Tricycle Unions of Liberia (FOMTUL) members and selected 
community members are expected to conduct joint community peace outreach campaigns in 
several communities.  

2. Youth Peace Ambassadors serve as peace promoters within their kinship community. They are 
required to track electoral violence cases and report incidences of violence to C4P field staff, 
thereby promoting a cohesive and supportive peer network among themselves and engaging 
political parties and district youths to support peaceful elections. 

3. Vertical social cohesion strengthened by establishing mutual trust between community residents 
and motorcyclists in Montserrado County, with the goal of 80% of both FOMTUL members and 
community residents will have confidence and trust built and collaborate to conduct joint 
connector projects to mitigate or resolve conflict together successfully. 

 


