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Merit and Need Based Scholarship Program

The Merit and Needs-Based Scholarship Program (MNBSP)
provides full-tuition scholarships and stipends to talented yet
economically disadvantaged Pakistani youth to earn a
bachelor's or master's degree at 21 partner universities. The
scholarships cover student housing, textbooks, a food
stipend, and tuition. Programs under MNBSP include
business, agriculture, social sciences, medical, and
engineering. USAID works through the Pakistan Higher
Education Commission (HEC) to implement the scholarship
program. Through visits to schools, media campaigns and
their website, HEC advertises the scholarship program to
Pakistani youth nationwide, making special efforts to attract
women and rural applicants. Starting in Fall 2013, 50 percent
of all scholarships will be awarded to women.

OBJECTIVES

MNBSP has two key objectives: Provide learning
opportunities through scholarships to disadvantaged
students who meet the academic criteria for admission to 21
partner universities; and build the capacity of these
universities and HEC in designing, implementing, and
evaluating the scholarship program in a transparent and
equitable manner.

MAIN ACTIVITIES

e Provide scholarships to academically gifted and
financially disadvantaged students from all areas of
Pakistan for bachelor's or master's degree

e Provide technical assistance and standardize the
administration of scholarship programs at 21 partner
universities

RESULTS TO DATE

e 1,807 merit and need-based scholarships awarded

number of financially needy students enrolled since 2004
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Recipients of Merit and Need-Based Scholarships at

Arid Agriculture University in Rawalpindi

More than 850 scholarship recipients awarded undergraduate and graduate degrees
Scholarship programs established at partner universities with a standardized approach to financial aid

Other donor-led scholarship programs stimulated at participating institutions, leading to more than double the

A proven model offered for scholarship programs overall, with the number of Pakistani institutions of higher

education offering financial aid programs increasing from two to more than 50 since 2004
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