FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Entrepreneurs Project

The project works to expand market opportunities for micro-
entrepreneurs, especially those who are women. Working
through local private sector entities, government agencies,
and non-governmental organizations, the project offers
training that helps beneficiaries develop better products and
learn new skills. The project is also linking an estimated
75,000 micro-entrepreneurs working with embellished
fabric, dairy products, honey, and medicinal and aromatic
plants to profitable markets nationwide. In-kind grant
assistance is provided to micro-entrepreneurs affected by
conflict and natural disaster.

OBJECTIVES

The main objective of the project is to increase the incomes
of micro-entrepreneurs (predominantly women) by at least
50% on average, by promoting the production and marketing
of selected agricultural and non-agricultural commodities.

MAIN ACTIVITIES

e Impart knowledge and provide skills training on quality
standards to at least 75,000 producers

e Organize producers into clusters with leaders trained to
provide technical support to group members

e Train female sales agents and female livestock extension
workers who can link at least 52,500 women micro-
entrepreneurs to alternative markets

e Develop the capacity of local NGOs and service
providers to incorporate market-driven principles in their
work
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The Entrepreneurs Project provides sewing machines

to micro-entrepreneurs

e Provide training in basic financial literacy to 64,000 female micro-entrepreneurs

RESULTS TO DATE

e More than 57,244 micro-entrepreneurs, including 21,961 dairy farmers, 16,989 medicinal and aromatic plants
collectors, 15,797 garment embellishers, and 2,497 beekeepers trained in better production practices.

e 70,000 women micro-entrepreneurs in Punjab and Sindh trained in financial literacy.

e 7,200 conflict-affected families in Swat and Malakand received tool kits, livestock, and/or agricultural inputs.

e More than 41,000 flood-affected households assisted, including 22,000 dairy farmers, 6,000 women artisans,
3,000 beekeepers, and 10,000 medicinal and aromatic plant collectors.

For more information see http://www.usaid.gov/where-we-work/af ghani stan-and-paki stan/pakistan



