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Providing Psychosocial
Support in Iraqg’s Sinjar

In August 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS) captured Ninewa
Governorate’s town of Sinjar and
surrounding villages, killing and abducting
thousands of ethnic and religious minorities
and prompting the displacement of
approximately 50,000 people from Sinjar
Mountain.

In response, USAID’s Office of U.S.
Foreign Disaster Assistance
(USAID/OFDA) activated a Disaster
Assistance Response Team (DART),
deploying a team of humanitarian experts to
coordinate relief efforts from Erbil, Iraq.

With $3.5 million in Fiscal Year 2017
funding, USAID/OFDA suppotts a non-
governmental organization to provide
health and protection services in several
locations in Sinjar District.

Zahra+ is a participant in the psychosocial
counseling program at the partner-
supported Mobile Medical Clinic in Sinjar.
Her family fled to the valley when their
town came under attack in August 2014.
Zahra, now 15 years old, has been seeing a
counselor each week since September 2016.

For years, Zahra has struggled with
emotional and psychosocial problems as a
result of the attack on her village and her

Courtesy of USAID/OFDA Partner

family’s flight from their home.

"I am grateful for [him]," says Zahra of her
counselor. "He has helped me believe I can
keep getting better. I can leave my house
now, and my family is happy."

Also with USAID/OFDA support, the
organization’s Mobile Medical Clinic visits
several locations in Sinjar on a weekly basis,
providing the opportunity for displaced and
conflict-affected individuals like Zahra to
meet with health staff—such as doctors,
nurses, pharmacists—and psychosocial
staff, including counselors.

USAID/OFDA remains committed to
supporting Iraq’s most vulnerable groups,
including ethnic and religious minorities.
Through the provision of critical health and
protection services, USAID/OFDA
partners are meeting the humanitarian
needs of conflict-affected families in Sinjar
and throughout Iraq.

*Name has been changed to protect the individnal’s identity.
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For more success stories visit: http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/why-it-matters
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