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•  ACR GCD convenes global grant and prize competitions supported by USAID, World 
Vision, and DFAT among other partners 

•  $100K software “prize” to facilitate development of decodable and leveled books 
•  Open source 
•  Winner selected! SIL International 
•  Pilot in December 2015  
•  Ambitious Roll-out – 1st quarter - 2016 

Core programming: 
•  Government and partner-produced materials 
 
 
 
 
 

Enabling Writers/All Children Reading:  A Grand 
Challenge for Development (ACR GCD) Competition 
 



•  Bloom is designed to equip people with modest computer skills to create their own 
books 

•  It is based on templates so that writer’s don’t need to design the book, just provide their 
content 

•  Users can either develop their own “fresh” content or download titles from the Bloom 
Book Library (www.bloomlibrary.org/#/browse) and adapt them to their own language 

•  Books can be printed or saved as a PDF (ePub 3 format coming soon!) 
•  Bloom provides tools for developing decodable books (which contain only sight words 

and letters already taught) and leveled books (books at graduated levels of reading 
difficulty) 

•  The Bloom interface can be translated into any language, and books can be created in any 
language, including non-Latin scripts 

Bloom: Making simple books made simple 



Example of Book Pages Using SIL Bloom Software 



Enabling Writers 



Enabling Writers 



S.T.E.M. Writers’ Workshop 



•  Track and Trace an ACR GCD Competition:   

•  $200K in prizes for low-cost tracking system for 

books and learning materials 

•  Two finalists: John Snow Inc. (JSI) and Community 

Systems Foundation (CSF) 

•  Prototype piloting in early 2016 

Supply Chain Management Development 
 



OPENEMIS: Community Systems Foundation 
 











•  Global Reading Repository (GRR) 
•  Collect, house, and make accessible early grade reading materials, with 

a focus on Mother Tongue (MT) 
•  Supportive software (Enabling Writers) to assist with title 

development. 

•  Allow uploading, through Creative Commons licensing, other kinds of 
open source arrangements, or agreements with publishers/authors. 

•  Allow downloading and for printing and use in digital devices. 
•  Support “versioning.”  

 

ACCESS 



GRR Methods 
•  Implementing Research Team:  Natoma Group, USTAD Mobile, and 

Userworks 
•  Interviews with potential users and user representatives 
•  MOEs, iNGOs, national NGOs, donor and development agencies, 

individual users (teachers, parents, children)  
•  Review of relevant DLs 
•  From user-experience perspective  
•  From technical perspective 
•  Recommend an approach to metadata 
•  Cataloging and discovery  
•  Collection management  
•  Quality assurance 



Objectives of GRR Development Report 

•  Characterize users and use-case scenarios 
•  Who will search for and download books?  
•  How will they make use of downloaded books?  
•  How will they adapt existing content and develop new content for uploading to 

the GRR 
•  Characterize the “landscape” of relevant Digital Libraries (DLs)  
•  Identify cost-effective approaches to design and development of the GRR 




