USAID Conflict Mitigation In

Georgia

- Georgia’s stability is fundamental to the country’s sustained
Expanded opportunities

for dialogue & economic and democratic development. Further, U.S. foreign policy
confidence building with goals seek the peaceful restoration of Georgia’s territorial integrity
Abkhazia

within its internationally recognized borders.  USAID’s programs
continue to promote a more stable and integrated society capable of
participating in the democratic process as an essential part of
Georgia’s continued development.

Confiict mitieati Increased Increased engagement and confidence building efforts will
o erion Engagement with the reduce tensions with the separatist regions of Abkhazia and South
advanced Occupied Territories Ossetia and may help Georgia to make progress toward peace and

of Georgia eventual reconciliation. Greater integration and inclusion of Georgia’s
minorities, women, peoples with disabilities, and internally displaced
persons will contribute to inclusive economic growth and citizen
participation in governance.

Grassroots, people-to-people reconciliation programs and
GOG human & institutional activities will bring together individuals of different ethnic, religious or
i il political backgrounds from across the Administrative Boundary Lines.
These programs provide opportunities for individuals to address
issues, reconcile differences, promote greater understanding and
mutual trust and work on common goals with regard to potential,
ongoing, or recent conflict. USAID activities will also provide increased

USAID’s five-year country development cooperation strategy

includes ambitious objectives to work with in close collaboration opportunities for groups including civil society organizations and
with host governments and citizens to attain increased associations to meet and cooperate with one another, as well as
engagement with the occupied territories of Georgia. To expanded opportunities for joint trainings and workshops for

achieve this result, USAID activities will 1) expand opportunities . . . . .
for dialogue and confidence building with Abkhazia, 2) Advance professional groups, young professionals, academics and university

conflict mitigation with South Ossetia, and 3) Increase the administrators, and journalists.
government of Georgia’s capacity to facilitate peace.

Recent Results

e 2 maternity wards rehabilitated to ensure that mothers

and 600 babies delivered there each year have access
to quality care.

¢ 1,761 individuals received HIV testing and counseling
services

25 medical professionals trained in HIV/AIDS counseling

¢ 306 youth received computer skills training



http://usaid.georgia.gov
http://usaid.georgia.gov

USAID-supported activities

Abkhazia Community Revitalization Project

$3.5 million, September 2010-September 2013

Implemented by UNDP

Last year, the project rehabilitated and provided equipment to maternity wards in Gali and Gagra to provide mothers and babies with quality
health care. An information campaign on voluntary counseling and testing (VCT) provided through a mobile medical laboratory generated
considerable interest locally with 1,761 beneficiaries receiving voluntary counseling on HIV, Hepatitis B and C, and sexually transmitted
infections. The mobile laboratory covered half of the territory of Abkhazia (Tkvarcheli, Ochamchira, Gali, Gulripsh, and partially Sukhumi).
This year, the project plans to carry on with VCT services, and to cover Sukhumi, Noviy Afon, Gudauta, Pitsunda, and Gagra. Additionally, the
project supported local NGOs conducting computer skills training for youth in Gali, Tkvarcheli, Gulripshi, Novi Afon, Pitsunda, and Gagra.

Youth Participation and Development

$2.1 million, July 2012-July 2015

Implemented by UNICEF

This project will engage youth in 36 schools in Abkhazia, Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti, and Shida Kartli. UNICEF and its partner organizations
completed mobilization activities focusing on the identification of project locations in the three regions and the partner NGOs conducted field
assessments of potential locations and established a list of project locations. Future activities will target 7-12 grade students. Youth and their
caregivers, including teachers will receive support for their math and science, environmental education, healthy lifestyles, and civic education
programs, which are key means for engagement and joint activity at the community level.

Small-scale infrastructure rehabilitation in Abkhazia,
$550,000, September 2012—March 2014
Implemented by HALO Trust

This project has completed gabions in the Upper Kelasuri to protect the road and several farms from flood damage. Future projects include
rehabilitation of minor roads, culvert and bridge crossings in the regions of Tkvarcheli, Gali, Ochamchira and Gaduta.

Basic repairs to the Inguri Bridge

$500,000

USAID is currently discussing project details with UNDP for a grant to carry out basic repairs to the Inguri bridge which is the only entrance
point from Georgia in to Abkhazia, and greatly used by IDPs. Basic repairs include resurfacing, hand rails, and lighting.

Rehabilitation of irrigation water canals

$500,000

Implementing partner OSCE, supported by a USAID grant

The project will support the rehabilitation of irrigation infrastructure in South Ossetia that feeds the irrigation system in Shida Kartli. If
successful, this project will bring the de-facto Ossetian government in dialogue and eventual agreement with the government of Georgia over
water supply. The improved irrigation infrastructure will return the water flow in this region to levels prior to 2008 (when South Ossetia cut
off partial flow to Georgia). The increased flow will serve up to 40,000 hectares of farmland and tens of thousands of Georgian and Ossetian
farmers. The start date is dependent on negotiations with South Ossetia.

Confidence building workshop in Istanbul (“Point-of-View”)

May 2012

George Mason University

In May 2012, USAID supported another Georgian-South Ossetian Civic Point of View workshop held in Istanbul. The conference brought
together civil society, donors, and experts and provided a forum for joint exploration of opportunities for confidence building measures, in-
depth discussion of timely themes, and learning from experiences of other parties.

Performance Assessment at the Office of the State Minister for Reintegration (SMR)
December 2012

USAID provided an international consultant to assess the SMR’s current level of institutional performance and provide recommendations to
address identified needs. USAID and SMR are currently discussing next steps.

USAID’s Annual Program Statement (APS) for Conflict Mitigation and Reconciliation Programs
The APS invites applications for conflict mitigation, peace, and reconciliation activities in selected countries (Georgia included). Qualified U.S.
and non-U.S. private non-profit organizations may apply for funding under this APS. Local applicants may submit an application under this

To learn more, visit: http://georgia.usaid.gov or http:/facebook.com/USAIDGeorgia
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