BANGLADESH
COUNTRY PROFILE

USAID has partnered with Bangladesh since its 1971 independence and is committed to helping achieve
its goal of becoming a middle-income country by 2021–its 50th year of independence.

OUR WORK
With a population of nearly 160 million in a low-lying, riverine area the size of Iowa, Bangladesh is one
of the most densely populated and climate change-vulnerable countries in the world. Despite these
challenges, the country’s economy has sustained average annual growth rates of about 6 percent over
the past 15 years, helping Bangladesh cut its poverty rate in half. Yet development challenges persist.
Bangladesh is a key partner country for three U.S. presidential initiatives on development: the Global
Health Initiative, Feed the Future and Global Climate Change Initiative. USAID programs address
gender-based violence, empower women, promote democratic institutions and practices, combat human
and wildlife trafficking, and improve disaster preparedness and response. We also empower workers in
Bangladesh’s ready-made garment industry by helping them organize and register labor unions to
advocate for safer working conditions and improved rights.
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Bangladesh is a key U.S. strategic partner in South Asia and shares a strong
friendship driven by common interests. Yet, with nearly one in three people living
in poverty, the country faces immense development challenges and today finds
itself at an important crossroads in its democratic evolution. The United States is
helping address the underlying factors that threaten Bangladesh’s progress and
stability by supporting the country’s continued development.

GLOBAL HEALTH

Over the past two decades, USAID has helped Bangladesh reduce maternal and child mortality by twothirds while dramatically increasing the use of family planning services. Through a network of nongovernmental organization clinics, USAID is providing more than 30 million maternal, child and family
planning consultations a year. USAID has also introduced mobile messaging technology to reach more
than 1.5 million subscribers with crucial health information about vaccinations and proper nutrition.
AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY

With USAID support, Bangladesh has nearly tripled rice production over the past 20 years. At the same
time, Bangladeshi diets are severely lacking in diversity and 36 percent of children under-5 is stunted.
USAID is introducing new technologies to boost agricultural production and ensure that Bangladeshis
have better access to nutritious food. To accomplish this, USAID trains farmers to use better quality
seeds, apply fertilizer more efficiently and irrigate their fields more effectively to increase their yields. In
2015, more than 2 million farmers adopted improved agriculture and aquaculture techniques resulting in
$155 million in incremental sales–a 20 percent increase from the prior year.
ENVIRONMENT AND GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

High population density, gradual loss of arable land and degradation in biodiverse areas have put such
extreme pressure on natural resources that Bangladesh now has one of the world’s lowest percentages
of national forest cover. USAID promotes biodiversity conservation by teaching people who live in or
near 28 forests and wetlands new ways to earn money so they rely less on exploiting natural resources.
USAID is also improving the local management of more than 2.5 million acres of wetlands and forests.

To improve nutrition in rural areas, USAID
trained more than 45,000 Bangladeshi families
to grow their own homestead gardens.

In 2015, USAID childhood education programs
reached more than 295,000 children and
measurably improved their reading skills.
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CONTACTS
MISSION

HEADQUARTERS

Janina Jaruzelski, Mission Director
USAID/Bangladesh
U.S. Embassy, Madani Avenue, Baridhara
Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh
Phone: (880-2) 5566-2000
E-mail: idhaka@usaid.gov

George Zarycky, Desk Officer
U.S. Agency for International Development
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC, USA 20523
Phone 202-712-0224
E-mail: gzarycky@usaid.gov
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