USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

NAMIBIA
COUNTRY PROFILE

In the 27 years since its independence, Namibia has made tremendous strides in

establishing a democratic, viable nation. The country has a free press, an
independent judiciary, well-protected property rights, and a fairly good labor
market. Namibia also boasts well-developed financial markets and excellent
infrastructure by regional standards. However, several formidable challenges
constrain progress. Namibia has one of the world’s worst HIV epidemics, high

levels of income disparity, a high unemployment rate, and a struggling economy.
OUR WORK

GLOBAL HEALTH

Through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), we support the Ministry of Health
and Social Services in their national response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. We also partner with non-
governmental organizations, faith-based organizations, and government health clinics across Namibia to
expand access to quality health services. Our assistance both prevents new HIV infections and treat
existing HIV infections by equipping healthcare workers with critical skills and training. We work with
the government to bring services closer to villages, and connect orphans and vulnerable children to life-
changing social grants and protection services.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

USAID’s Southern African Trade and Investment Hub supports Namibia’s efforts to increase
international competitiveness, intra-regional trade and food security. In partnership with Microsoft, we
are establishing a one-stop electronic customs clearance process - or “single window” - on the
Botswana-Namibia border to enable the electronic exchange of declarations data, reducing costs and
transit time.
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ENERGY

The Southern Africa Energy Program (SAEP) provides technical assistance to generate 3,000 new
megawatts (MVVs), increase connections to electricity by 3 million, and develop 1,000 MWs of
transmission capacity across Southern Africa. While a specific target has yet to be identified for
Namibia, it is one of four focus countries of SAEP, along with Malawi, Zambia, and Madagascar. Relevant
government beneficiaries and stakeholders include the Ministry of Mines and Energy, the Electricity
Control Board (ECB), NamPower and Regional Electricity Distributors (REDs).

ENVIRONMENT

The Combatting Wildlife Crime Project (CWCP) is a five-year initiative to counter threats to
endangered populations of black rhino and African elephants in the Kavango-Zambezi Area (KAZA) and
Namibia. Through a multi-partner and multi-country approach, CWCP seeks to strengthen surveillance
capacity and anti-poaching collaboration at both the private and community level. The project will help
improve knowledge of wildlife crime and its impacts as well as share data and information among law
enforcement agencies and civil society in the KAZA countries (Angola, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe
and Namibia). CWCP is expected to increase the black rhino population in Namibia, and stabilize and
contribute to range expansion of KAZA elephants.
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CONTACTS

MISSION HEADQUARTERS

USAID/Namibia Desiree Savoy, Acting Namibia Desk Officer
Private Bag 12028 U.S. Agency for International Development
Ausspannplatz 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Windhoek, Namibia Washington, DC, USA 20523

Phone +264 61 273700 Phone +1-202-712-4656

Email namibiainfo@usaid.gov Email dsavoy@usaid.gov
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