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FACT SHEET 

LESOTHO CONSENSUS 

BUILDING PROGRAM 
CHALLENGE 

Following the landmark 2012 National Assembly 
Elections in Lesotho, the need to form a tripartite-
coalition government offered an unprecedented 
transition opportunity to secure lasting political 
stability in Lesotho. Clear procedural and legal 
frameworks to form the coalition government are 
needed.  Capacities and processes for reconciliation 
and mediation must be supported by the international 
community to secure success of the coalition 
government. Effective application of locally 
appropriate procedures for the coalition government 
that are grounded in international best practices will 
change the face of democracy in Lesotho.   
 
APPROACH 

Under a 15 month, $650,000 grant awarded in 2012, 
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
seeks to stabilize and catalyze the formation of a 
coalition government in Lesotho.  UNDP serves as a 
mediator and negotiator for all the main actors, 
accompanying and capacitating them through a 
crucial transition in Lesotho’s history.      
 
OBJECTIVES 

1. Successful political consolidation and mediation 
between political parties who now must govern 
together, including support to key civil society 
actors who play a direct mediation role. 

2. Electoral process review and reform, to 
incorporate lessons learned from the landmark 
elections. 

3. Parliamentary strengthening to enable the new 
coalition government’s nascent parliamentarians 
to take the first step in delivering to the people of 
the country. 

  

RESULTS 

 Review of electoral process 
and recommendations 
adopted. 

 Establishment of 
Parliamentary Services 
Commission. 

 Planning and Induction 
Training completed for all 
Ministers, Deputy Ministers 
and Principal Secretaries to 
agree on priorities to 
implement the work of the 
new Coalition government  

 Parliament’s First Coalition 
Government Spending Bill 
passed.  
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 Agi Veres: +266 2231 3790; 

agi.veres@undp.org  
 Taylor Garrett: +27(0)12-452-

2070;  tgarrett@usaid.gov 
 http://www.usaid.gov/southern -

africa-regional/democracy-human-
rights-and-governance 
 


