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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE






EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Depending on qualifications and experience incumbent may be hired at a trainee grade (one or two grades lower than the position grade.) 
OPEN TO:


All Interested Candidates – Malawian Nationals

POSITION:


Supply Chain Management Specialist
OPENING DATE:

March 26, 2014
CLOSING DATE:

April 9, 2014
WORK HOURS:

Full-time; 40 hours/week

POSITION GRADE:
FSN- 11
POSITION TITLE: SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST 
The Supply Chain Specialist position is located in the Health Systems (HS) Team of the Health Population and Nutrition (HPN) Office, USAID/Malawi, Lilongwe. The Supply Chain Specialist will report to the Supply Chain Advisor in the HS Team and will work closely with the HIV/AIDS Team. The primary purpose of the Supply Chain Specialist is to support the procurement and supply chain management (PSM) and strengthening activities of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which funds HIV/AIDS activities implemented by USAID. S/he will serve as the HIV/AIDS Team’s point person for USAID’s supply chain management activities including those that receive resources from multiple funding streams (e.g. HIV, FP/RH, etc.) This role will involve management of supply chain system strengthening activities in collaboration with the Mission’s Supply Chain Advisor. Incumbent will also act as the Contracting Officer’s Representative (COR), Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR) and/or Activity Manager (AM) for supply chain management activities. In addition, the Supply Chain Specialist will provide support to USAID in engaging and coordinating with the Global Fund for AIDS, TB & Malaria (GFATM) through the Ministry of Health’s (MOH) Department of HIV/AIDS (DHA).
REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 
NOTE:  All applicants must address each selection criterion detailed below with specific and comprehensive information supporting each item.  
a. Education:

Minimum of Master’s degree in Public Health, Pharmacy, Supply Chain Management or Business Administration from a recognized institution.  

b. 
Prior Work Experience:
The Supply Chain Management Specialist will have at least 5 years of progressively responsible experience in designing, implementing and managing supply chain activities for public health commodities in sub-Saharan Africa.  This experience must include: technical leadership, program management, strategic planning, policy experience and problem solving on complex projects in a highly sensitive environment. Specialized experience in HIV Supply chain management is required, preferably including use of GFATM and PEPFAR systems. Additional experience with Malaria, Tuberculosis, Family Planning/Reproductive Health and Essential Medicines is preferred.  

c.  
Language Proficiency:
The Supply Chain Specialist must have the following:

· Must have proven ability to communicate quickly, clearly and concisely – both orally and in written English (Level 4) and Chichewa (Level 4). Demonstrated ability to make sensitive oral presentations logically, persuasively, and diplomatically to stakeholders.
· Excellent verbal communication skills, tact and diplomacy are required to establish and develop sustainable working relationships with public/private organizations. Verbal communication skills are also used to negotiate activity plans and resolve activity implementation issues with counterparts, partners and team members. Excellent written communication skills are required to prepare regular and ad hoc reports, activity documentation and briefing papers. 

d.  
Knowledge:
The incumbent must possess an understanding of the social, economic and cultural determinants that influence supply chain outcomes in Malawi. S/he must also be familiar with services and logistics as well as a good knowledge of the public health and medical systems in country with specialized supply chain expertise. 

e.  
Skills and Abilities:
Must have advanced computer skills to apply commonly used computer packages (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc.) without assistance in a sophisticated manner and be a self-starter with a proven ability to work independently with a wide variety of individuals.  Experience in identifying and managing the implementation of IT solutions for information management and sharing is highly desirable.

Analytical ability to interpret public policies and assist in the development of revised policies as required improving the policy environment related to Supply chain management in Malawi. Skills required to develop and implement effective supply chain activities including, but not limited to forecasting, quantification, procurement, warehousing, distribution, LMIS and human resources.  The candidate must also be able to assist in the oversight of cooperating agency technical advisors and institutional contractors.

Skill in conceptualizing programs, policies, and plans and developing strategies for their management and implementation. The candidate must be able to achieve short- and long range objectives of USAID/Malawi, while also responding to the organizational needs of the Malawi Government.  

Knowledge and skills in quantitative and qualitative evaluation methods; experience in designing and evaluating activities. 
The Supply Chain Specialist must have proven skills in capacity building and mentoring of local organizations.

Skills in working effectively with health personnel of diverse cultural backgrounds, negotiating agreements on matters of program strategy and performance, writing, administration, and management. Ability to navigate and manage politically sensitive issues related to logistics management and conduct oneself in a culturally sensitive manner with all counterparts.

Excellent leadership, communications and interpersonal skills are critical to this position. The Supply Chain Specialist must have the following:

·  Must be able to work effectively with a broad range of USG personnel and partners, and have demonstrated skills in donor coordination and collaboration. Ability to work both independently and in a team environment to achieve consensus on policy, program and administrative matters is a must. 

Ability to work effectively in a team environment and communicate highly technical health information to both health and non-health audiences, and achieve consensus on policy, project, research, and administrative matters.
THE POSITION IS OPEN TO QUALIFIED MALAWIAN NATIONALS. 
TO APPLY

Interested applicants for this position must submit the following:
1. Current resume or curriculum vitae accompanied by a cover letter
2. Any other documentation (e.g. certificates, awards earned) that addresses the qualification requirements of the position as listed above.

We strongly encourage that potential candidates obtain a copy of the complete Position Description listing all duties and responsibilities. The full copy is available from the Human Resources Office.  Contact the Human Resources Office by email at lilongwehr@usaid.gov; in person at USAID offices or by phone at 01-772458 Ext. 5114 or 5112 and website: www.usaid.gov/malawi.  
Applicants must meet ALL minimum requirements above to apply.  Please send applications to: lilongwehr@usaid.gov or the following address:

Supervisory Executive Officer

USAID/Malawi

P.O. Box 30455

Lilongwe 3

Fax: (265) 01773181

Reference the Vacancy name on the subject line of your application: EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMNT SPECIALIST
Last date of receipt of applications – April 9, 2014
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