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A head teacher addresses parents’ concerns on
how public funds are used for a local school in
Kilifi County. These meetings, subported by
USAID, called “people’s parliaments” or “bunge
la Mwananchi," are facilitated by civil-society
organizations, and provide a place where
community members can raise important issues
and propose solutions directly to public servants
and officials.

Funding: $1.49 million
Duration: September 2014 — July 2017

Activity Locations: Coastal counties
of Mombasa, Kilifi, Kwale and Tana
River counties

Implementing Partner:
Keeping Alive Societies Hope (KASH)

Key Partners:

National Organization of Peer
Educators (NOPE) and Act, Change,
Transform (ACT)

USAID Contact:

Makena Kirima, Activity Manager
Office of Democracy, Governance and
Conflict

Tel: +254-20-862-2801

Email: mkirima@usaid.gov

Keeping Alive Societies Hope
Contact:

Tom Odhiambo, Keeping Alive Societies
Hope

Tel: +254 721-445-452

Email: admin@kash.or.ke

Website: http://www.kash.or.ke/

ACTIVITY OVERVIEW

Shiriki, which means “participate” in Kiswahili, works through civil
society organizations (CSOs) to increase citizens’ participation in local
government. The activity helps selected organizations become more
transparent in their operations, widen their coverage and engage more
productively with citizens.

The Shiriki activity provides training to 12 civil society organizations
across a wide range of disciplines, to improve their ability to lead
devolution and advocacy initiatives. The training focuses on key areas
such as advocacy and communication; governance; finance,
procurement and administration; resource mobilization; human
resource management; project management, and monitoring and
evaluation. Each organization will be monitored to determine the
degree upon which they are adopting improved practices in these key
areas.

The activity works directly with county government officials and
community leaders to strengthen and institutionalize public
participation and conflict mitigation frameworks. The activity will also
support grassroots forums such as public debates, youth camps and
radio programs where citizens can propose solutions to local
government officials. These platforms will serve as avenues for citizens,
especially women and youth, to dialogue on issues impacting their daily
lives, and advocate for better services from county and sub-county
governance structures. The activity will also strengthen community
policing structures and provide training to inform and promote
engagement by civil society organizations and communities in the
county development planning processes, and budget making and
tracking.

ACTIVITY GOALS

- Build organizational and technical capacity of 12 civil society
organizations

- Strengthen county conflict management mechanisms

- Improve citizens’ knowledge and skills on devolved governance

ACTIVITY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

-12 domestic CSOs selected to receive USG support

-12 individuals (one from each CSO) trained in funding and resource
mobilization

-18 Bunge la Wananchi debates held in the four counties

-663 people attended the debates, of which 406 were women (61%)
-outreach to 2,107 people about programming via bulk SMS

-32 bunge moderators trained, 17 were women (53%)
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