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FACT SHEET 

REEF RESCUERS 
RESTORING SEYCHELLES’ CORAL REEFS 

IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

CHALLENGE 

Coral reefs are among the ocean’s most biologically 
diverse and ecologically important habitats.  While 
they are vital to the survival of many marine species 
as well as the economy and food security of many 
coastal communities, they are threatened by pollution, 
global climate change, overfishing, and natural 
disasters.   

APPROACH 

Nature Seychelles, a local NGO, is actively working to 
reduce the pressure on coral reefs in the Indian 
Ocean by developing a model for capacity building 
and habitat restoration along Cousin and Praslin 
islands, in the Seychelles.  By improving the reef 
management skills of those most dependent on coral 
resources, and developing a sustainable coral 
culturing and replanting program, Nature Seychelles is 
conserving remaining, healthy coral reefs and 
restoring reefs that have been degraded by recent 
coral bleaching events and human activities. In 2010 
USAID provided $513,825, which supports the 
important coral restoration work of Nature Seychelles 
until 2014.   

OBJECTIVES 

1. Support research to understand and address 
threats and vulnerability of reef habitats. 

2. Generate a stock of coral colonies for the purpose 
of reef restoration. 

3. Initiate seascape restoration of selected coral reef 
habitats, as a model for the Seychelles and the 
region. 

4. Build stakeholder capacity in Seychelles and the 
region to generate a pool of skilled persons for 
sustained coral reef restoration. 

5. Produce a business plan to ensure long term 
sustainability of targeted habitats. 

 

 

RESULTS 

 12 coral nurseries created to 
culture multiple coral species.  
 

 Over 11,000 coral colonies 
transplanted, covering more than 
4800 m2. 
 

 Research and monitoring protocol 
for donor and transplant coral 
colonies developed with leading 
international scientists and under 
implementation. 
 

 30 people with improved 
capacities to manage coral reefs.  

 
 Workshop held for stakeholders 

on the ecological value of coral 
reefs and the replanting process. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 Kerstin Henri:+248 
4601100/4601123;  
projects@natureseychelles.org 

 Doreen Robinson:+27 12-452-
2262;  drobinson@usaid.gov 

 http://www.usaid.gov/southern-
africa-regional/environment 


