
Q: What is your role at USAID?
A: I currently serve as CII’s newest Innovation Advisor. I’m a month in, so I’m still learning 
the ropes, but so far my work has  focused on private sector engagement, increased 
Mission collaboration, and an integrative approach to innovation across the GH bureau.

Q: What did you do prior to joining CII?

A:  I’ve always had a strong interest in global health and for a long time was on the typical 
medical school route. I spent a year after college doing AmeriCorps in New Orleans and 
started to understand that I could contribute to healthcare in a different way. I ended up 
getting my Masters in Public Health at Tulane. When I moved to DC,  I worked at 
Chemonics starting up the Global Health Supply Chain program, which is where I first 
learned about the USAID world. Most recently, I was a Senior Portfolio Lead at the 
Medtronic Foundation, where I led a global portfolio of primary health care and 
prevention programs.

Q: What drew you to CII?

A: CII felt like a great marriage of my interests in global health, business, and innovation. 
More than that, I think the caliber of people that work here, their experiences, and their 
passion for the work makes this a fun and  exciting team to be a part of. 

Q: What makes you passionate about your work? 

A: Meeting people with the energy and commitment to bring big ideas to life are one of 
the reasons I love my work. I also grew up as a second generation Indian immigrant and 
have a deep connection to my family and the communities they live in across the world. 
That plus a strong desire for a more equitable and healthy world fuel my passion.

Q: What do you like to do outside of work?

A: Outside of work, I like to remain active! I love to hike with my dogs, cook up a storm of 
new recipes, travel, and catch a live show or concert.  My more recent hobbies are playing  
squash, rock climbing, and trying to keep up with my piano teacher’s homework. 

Q: Favorite Book or Podcast 

A: I’m bad at picking a favorite of anything, but the most recent book that resonated with 
me was Crying in H Mart.  I’m also not a huge podcaster (strange, I know), but I did just 
very belatedly jump on The Wire bandwagon and I don’t regret it!
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