
Q: What is your role at USAID?
A:  I’m a Senior Innovative Finance and Market Access Advisor at the Center for Innovation and Impact (CII). 
In this role, I’m leading our work on the Africa regional vaccine manufacturing initiative, as well as scoping 
and managing innovative financing projects, which could include working on blended finance health funds, 
as well as working with Missions on their innovative financing projects. 

Q: What did you do prior to joining CII?

A: Right before joining CII, I was working at ACDI / VOCA’s impact investing arm called AV Ventures. A large 
part of my work there focused on providing revenue-based loans to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
in Central Asia, Ghana, and Kenya. I started my career in traditional finance roles, focusing in 
mortgage-backed securities, renewable energy project financing, and then transitioning into innovative 
financing and impact investing roles. 

Q: What drew you to CII?

A: There were two main draws for me to the CII team: (1) CII is supporting innovative financing solutions in 
(2) a highly impactful sector. The added bonus was realizing that everyone on the team is super nice, 
passionate and down to earth.  

Q: What makes you passionate about your work? 

A: What makes me passionate about my work is knowing that I can make even the smallest positive 
difference in someone else’s life. 

Q: What do you like to do outside of work?

A: I have a toddler, so a lot of my time is spent with him and my family. Before I had a two year old, my 
husband and I loved to travel and explore new countries. Now, we spend a lot of time discovering the DC 
metro area with our son. 

Favorite Book or Podcast  

A: My favorite book of all time is The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. My favorite podcast at the moment is On 
Purpose with Jay Shetty. 
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