


 

2022 CALL FOR 

NOMINATIONS 

BIFAD is now accepting nominations for the 2022 Awards cycle through 

Monday, January 23rd, 2023 at 9:00 PM EDT. Please review the 

information below and submit your nomination via the online form. 
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01 BIFAD 

The Board for International Food and Agricultural Development 

(BIFAD) is a seven-member, presidentially appointed advisory 

board to the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 

established in 1975 under Title XII of the Foreign Assistance 

Act, as amended, to ensure that USAID brings the assets of U.S. 

universities to bear on development challenges in agriculture, 

nutrition, and food security and supports their representation in 

USAID programming. BIFAD advances U.S., state, regional, and 

national strategic interests in international agricultural, nutrition, 

and food systems development and is an important advocate 

for U.S. public research and land-grant universities and minority

serving academic institutions in their efforts to work with USAID 

to engage in the fight against world hunger and poverty. 



LEARN MORE ABOUT PAST 

RECIPIENTS HERE. 

Purpose of
02 the Awards 

The BIFAD Awards for Scientific Excellence in a Feed the Future Innovation 

Lab recognize individual researchers and/or research teams for significant 

achievements originating from work performed under the United States 

Agency for International Development- (USAID) funded Feed the Future 

Innovation Labs. 

Recognizing research 

that contributes to 

inclusive and sustainable 

agriculture-led economic 

growth, strengthened 

resilience among people 

and systems, and a well

nourished population. 

Two awards are anticipated to be given annually (contingent on the 

submission of eligible nominations): the Global Innovators Award for an 

individual researcher or a team of researchers, including researchers at all 

stages of their post-student career, and the Early Innovators Award for 

students. The awards recognize research efforts that contribute to the 

interrelated and interdependent objectives of the U.S. Government Global 

Food Security Strategy: inclusive and sustainable agriculture-led 

economic growth, strengthened resilience among people and systems, 

and a well-nourished population. 

Photo Credit: Photographer, Daijit Singh 

https://www.usaid.gov/bifad-scientific-awards-excellence






EARLY 

INNOVATOR OS 
AWARD 

Student researchers contribute significantly to research in food systems, agriculture, and 
nutrition, including as important members of the research teams through the Feed the 
Future Innovation Labs. The Early Innovator Award (formerly called the Student Researcher 
Award) recognizes a student researcher whose research and outreach through the Feed the 
Future Innovation Lab(s) demonstrates exemplary scientific merit, relevance to national 
and/or regional priorities, potential for impact, and commitment to fostering partnerships 
and enabling locally led development. 

Nominee Eligibility 
A student is defined as a registered undergraduate, graduate, or professional student at 
any global accredited institution of higher education. Nominees must be a registered 
student in good standing (including in compliance with USAID Exchange Visitor regulations 
and Conditions of Sponsorship, if relevant) at the time of the nomination and affiliated with 
a Feed the Future Innovation Lab.

Selection Criteria 
A successful award recipient should demonstrate 
achievement and sustainable contributions to the 
field across all the following award criteria (See 
Definitions, p-9): 

• Demonstrated scientific and technical merit of
the nominee's research.

• Demonstrated relevance of the nominee's
research to developing country national and/or
regional agricultural research priorities.

• Demonstrated and/or potential for the
nominee's research to have broader impact at
scale that contributes to improvements in
developing country food security, nutrition,
resilience, and inclusive, sustainable agriculture
led economic growth.

• Evidence of commitment for integrating inclusive development and local capacity
development considerations into the nominee's research process. At the Early Innovator
Award level, this may include, illustratively, demonstration of participatory research
approaches, examples of students' outreach on campus and in the community related to
their research, demonstration of teaching or mentoring younger students and/or peers,
and engagement of the local community in research planning and implementation.

Photo Credit: Rony Sa, Sustainable Intensification Innovation Lab 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

06 
Global

Innovator Award 
Overview 
The Global Innovator Award recognizes a researcher or research team whose research and 
outreach through the Feed the Future Innovation Labs demonstrates exemplary scientific 
merit, relevance to national and/or regional priorities, impact or demonstrated potential for 
impact, and demonstrated commitment to inclusive development and local capacity 
development. This award, formerly called the "Senior Researcher Award", is open to 
researchers or research teams in all stages of their post-student careers. BIFAD strongly 
encourages applications from early and mid-career researchers or research teams that 
include early to mid-career researchers. 

Nominee Eligibility 
Individual researchers and research teams are eligible for the Global Innovator Award. 
Nominees for the award must be living at the time their nominations are submitted. 
Nominees must be associated currently or formerly (within the past two years) with a Feed 
the Future Innovation Lab. Nominations of early- and mid-career researchers are strongly 
encouraged. Achievements upon which award nominations are based must have been 
completed primarily while affiliated with a Feed the Future Innovation Lab. 

Team Nominations 
Team nominations are limited to between two and eight researchers. Research teams are 
eligible for the BIFAD Award for Scientific Excellence provided all of the following conditions 
are met: (1) at least two members of the team are researchers funded by a Feed the Future 
Innovation Lab (other team members may include research partners from the private sector, 
community partners, or others who contributed to the implementation of the team's 
research); (2) 50 percent or more of the team effort must be attributable to a Feed the 
Future Innovation Lab; and (3) the nomination must show that the team effort was critical to 
the outcomes. 

Selection Criteria 
A successful award recipient should demonstrate achievement and sustainable 
contributions to the field across all the following award criteria, as they relate to the 
nominee's work through the Feed the Future Innovation Lab(s). (See Definitions, p. 9) 

• Demonstrated scientific and technical merit of the nominee's research. 

• Demonstrated relevance of the nominee's research to developing country national 
and/or regional agricultural, food systems, and/or nutrition research and development 
priorities. 

• Demonstrated and/or potential for the nominee's research to have broader impact at 
scale that contributes to improvements in developing country food security, nutrition, 
resilience, and inclusive, sustainable, agriculture-led economic growth. Nominees whose 
work demonstrates thoughtful consideration of scaling pathways and application of the 
Product Life Cycle Framework will be most favorably evaluated. 

• Evidence of commitment for integrating inclusive development and local capacity 
development into the nominee's research process, aligned to USAID priorities for locally 
led development. 

I : 



07 
Key
Definitions 

Scientific and technical merit connotes the quality of 

the scientific approach, e.g., the presentation of clearly 

stated objectives and research questions, valid research 

protocols that are aligned with the research questions, 

proper procedures for data collection, appropriate 

interpretation, and dissemination of research findings. 

Inclusive development is the concept that every person, 

regardless of identity, is instrumental in the 

transformation of their own societies and their inclusion 

throughout the development process leads to better 

outcomes. 

Capacity development is a "process of unleashing, strengthening and maintaining the 

ability of people, organizations, and society as a whole to manage their affairs 

successfully" (OECD, 2016). USAID is committed to creating the conditions whereby 

countries own, resource, and sustain their development. Achieving and sustaining 

development results stems from interactions between numerous and diverse actors 

within partner countries, who are part of a local system, thus emphasis on local capacity 

development is prioritized. 

The USAID Product Life Cycle Framework guides, directs, and provides focus for 

delivery of technology. Implementing the Project Life Cycle framework in research helps 

USAID and the Feed the Future Innovation Labs to understand where products are in the 

pipeline, enables stakeholders to plan for who to connect with at various stages, and 

provides stage gate criteria to ensure only scale-worthy technologies make it to the 

selection phase. 

Reference: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 2006. The challenge of capacity development: Working 

towards good practice. Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Paris, France.http://gsdrc.org/docs/open/cc110.pdf 

Photo Credit: Mohamamd Mahfujul Haque, Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Fish Machine Learning Project 





Click Here for the , , 
Nomination Portal : 

09 Submission Instructions

The nomination package must be submitted in electronic format as 

a single PDF document. Font sizes must be 12 point or greater, and 

all documents must have a minimum of one-inch margins on US 

letter-size paper. All nominations must be submitted through the 

online form for consideration. 

Application Deadline 
Deadline for receipt of the nomination materials: 

Monday, January 23rd, 2023 by 9:00 PM Eastern Time 

For more information, please contact: 

Carmen Benson I '

Senior Counselor 

BIFAD Support Contract, Tetra Tech 

carmen. benson@tetratech.com 

 
I 
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https://form.jotform.com/AdminAdmin520Admin/BIFADAwards



