
THE SUSTAINABLE FINANCING INITIATIVE 
IN NEPAL

How SFI Contributes to a Sustainable HIV Response

Funded by the United States President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the Sustainable Financing Initiative 
for HIV/AIDS (SFI) aims to increase sustainability of the HIV 
response by promoting shared financial responsibility with 
host country governments. Since 2014, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) has implemented SFI 
in 16 countries and two regional programs, with a budget of 
nearly $48 million. 

Nepal has made notable progress in responding to the HIV 
epidemic. In 2018, there were about 30,000 people living with 
HIV (PLHIV), or 0.14 percent of the population. By the end 
of 2019, Nepal registered an epidemic control at 86-77-64.1 
Donor financing for HIV/AIDS has been steadily decreasing 
in recent years, illustrating the need for increased domestic 
financing to fill expected resource gaps.

Nepal’s national target is to reach 95-95-95 by 2030. That 
is, 95 percent of PLHIV know their HIV status, 95 percent 
of PHIV who know their status initiate treatment, and 95 
percent of those on treatment are virally suppressed.3 SFI is 
supporting the government of Nepal to achieve these goals 
by generating evidence on the costs of achieving HIV targets 
and areas for increasing efficiency in spending, as well as 
strengthening the capacity of federal and local government 
officials and civil society organizations in budget planning and 
advocacy. These efforts represent important milestones on 
the path to long-term sustainability of the HIV response.

SFI is producing advocacy 
materials and messaging 

to be used by civil 
society organizations 

as evidence for more domestic resources 
to sustainably finance the HIV response. 

SFI is building the capacity of local 
and national civil society 

organizations on budgeting 
and advocacy to ensure HIV funding
is sufficient and responsive to the priorities  

of PLHIV.

SFI is supporting the Government of 
Nepal to define and cost a 

minimum package of HIV 
services to assess the resources

required at national and provincial level to  
meet its 95-95-95 targets by 2030. 

1  PEPFAR (2020). Asia Region Operational Plan ROP 2020. Strategic Direction Summary.  April 17, 2020. 
2  Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) (2020). Financing Global Health Visualization. Seattle, WA: IHME, University of Washington. 
3  United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) (2020). Prevailing Against Pandemics By Putting People At The Centre. World AIDS Day Report.

AT A GLANCE

HIV/AIDS Response Funding Sources in 20172

Nepal total: $7.2 million 
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The Research Technical Assistance Center (RTAC) is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) under 
the terms of contract no. 7200AA18C00057. This two page report was produced by DevLab@Duke and NORC at the University of Chicago and is the sole responsibility of RTAC and NORC at the 
University of Chicago, and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government. February 2021.

PH
O

TO
: U

SA
ID

 N
EPA

L

18%


