
  
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   

            

USAID/Zambia HEALTH 
VECTORLINK 
Despite steady advances in the fight against malaria over the last decade, 
The World Health Organization’s 2018 World Malaria Report indicated that 
between 2017 and 2018, the global number of malaria deaths remained the 
same. In Zambia, thanks to the collaborative efforts of the U.S. government 
and Zambia’s Ministry of Health, malaria deaths continue to decline. To 
maintain and accelerate progress, the President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI) 
VectorLink Program supports the planning and implementation of Indoor 
Residual Spraying (IRS) campaigns and Insecticide Treated Net (ITN) 
programs. These are proven, life-saving vector-control initiatives, as they 
target the mosquitoes capable of transmitting malaria parasites. 
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● Life of Project: September 2017 - August 2022
● Geographic Focus: Copperbelt, Eastern and Luapula Provinces
● Partner: Abt Associates Inc
● Chief of Party: Nduka Iwuchukwu
● Total USAID and PMI Funding: $7-9 million annually
● USAID Contact: Paul Psychas - ppsychas@usaid.gov

VectorLink works closely with Zambia’s National Malaria Elimination Program (NMEP) to target 
20 districts with indoor residual spraying, seven districts with entomological monitoring, and 
four provinces with insecticide-treated nets. Using selected entomological indicators, 
VectorLink will monitor the impact of the IRS operation to support decision making. 
VectorLink also provides IRS technical, managerial, and operational support to Zambia’s NMEP. 
The program also supports the NMEP to coordinate, plan, and implement mass ITN campaigns. 
Both of these initiatives equip the Zambian government through the NMEP to better manage 
IRS and ITN distribution in the selected provinces  These interventions save lives by greatly 
reducing infectious bites from the Anopheles mosquitoes which transmit malaria. 

Expected Results 

The indoor residual spraying campaign in 2020 sprayed over 648,000 structures, exceeding the 
target of 85% of all residential structures in the targeted communities and protecting over 2.7 
million people. VectorLink built capacity in IRS planning, implementation and supervision at 
national, provincial and local levels, training over 2,500 people in IRS delivery.  We anticipate a 
similar contribution from the 2021 IRS campaign. 
The mass ITN campaign in 2020-21is on course to deliver over 2.13 million ITNs in the four 
PMI-supported provinces, benefitting over 3.8 million people.  We anticipate that in 2021 and 
2022 VectorLink will support the distribution of 1.2 million PMI-funded ITNs through routine 
channels such as antenatal clinics, well-child clinics, and schools. 
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