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COMMUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN CRIME AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION

SAN SALVADOR- USAID Strengthening Democracy —a program of the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID)—will promote joint actions of local governments, the private sector, schools, families
and youth in the battle against crime and violence in El Salvador, through a new project launched today.

USAID Community-Based Crime and Violence Prevention Project, implemented by Research Triangle
Institute (RTI) and the Center for International Studies and Cooperation (CECI), will work with 10
communities in four of the most violent municipalities of the country: Armenia, Izalco, San Salvador and
Tonacatepeque.

USAID will invest approximately $2.3 million for this two-year long prevention initiative.

The project seeks to build the local and national government and civil society’s capacity to analyze and
follow up the crime and violence patterns; design and implement an initiative of prevention plans; and
measure successful initiatives to replicate them in other geographical zones. To accomplish such goals, the
project will promote strong participation of the private sector, municipality involvement in development and
implementation of local prevention plans, and development of data collection systems for participating
municipalities.

Two major activities will be developed: first, the number of community-based violence and crime prevention
programs will be prioritized according to identified needs in communities. Priorities could include vocational
training for youth, extracurricular activities, domestic violence counseling offered through churches and
schools, and recuperation of public spaces. Second, national leadership and support for crime and violence
prevention will be promoted. Project representatives will work with those institutions in charge of developing
and implementing the National Social Prevention Plan.

“The focus of this cooperation is to facilitate the constructive leadership role of municipalities in crime and
violence prevention, involving the community, public institutions, private sector, community associations,
NGOs and local groups,” said USAID/EI Salvador Mission Director Deborah Kennedy-Iraheta during the
project launching ceremony.

The event was attended by the Vice Minister of Public Security and Justice, Astor Escalante; Mrs. Kennedy-
Iraheta; the President of the National Counsel for Public Security, Oscar Bonilla; the Director of the
Community-Based Crime and Violence Prevention Project, Aldo Miranda; the Youth Secretary, Carlos
Aleman; and the member of the Board of Directors of the Foundation of Entrepreneurs for Educational
Development (FEPADE), César Catani, among other guests.
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