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A NEW ‘ALTERNATIVE’ TO SUPPORT SALVADORAN ARTISANS IS BORN

SAN SALVADOR- The U.S. Embassy, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the
Salvadoran Ministry of Economy, and the U.S. organization "Aid to Artisans" (ATA) launched "ALTERNATIVA" —
a new initiative to support, revalue and maximize the work of Salvadoran artisans.

ALTERNATIVA is a non-profit organization which will provide assistance to artisans in designing and developing
new products. It will also provide training to artisans in order to produce world class handicrafts. ALTERNATIVA
is the fruit of a joint effort by USAID and ATA which have supported this project to increase the trade potential of
the Salvadoran artisan sector. ALTERNATIVA resulted from the successful program to aid artisans launched in
2002 within USAID’s Earthquake Reconstruction Program.

The new association’s main goal is to benefit artisans all over the country by helping them develop and market
their products. This in turn benefits the community by creating economic sustainability, social benefits, new jobs,
and higher income for the artisans from direct buying.

“The launching of the ALTERNATIVA association is a key milestone in the assistance that my Government has
provided to support to the Salvadoran enterprising spirit. As an independent association able to generate its own
resources, ALTERNATIVA will spur growth in the artisan sector for many years to come”, said Ambassador
Charles L. Glazer during the inauguration. Salvadoran Minister of Economy Yolanda de Gavidia, USAID Director
Deborah Kennedy-Iraheta, ALTERNATIVA’s board of directors’ president Miguel Lacayo, and ATA director in El
Salvador Ana Rosa Selva also attended the event.

The purpose of ALTERNATIVA is to become a strategic partner to revalue Salvadoran handicrafts and offer their
products to consumers at competitive prices.

“With design, quality and better marketing we reaffirm that handicrafts are a source of national pride”, said
Lacayo.

A retail store has been set up at 79 Avenida Norte, No. 524, Colonia Escaldn, to sell all products created with
support from ALTERNATIVA. Customers will be able to buy handicrafts made out of glass, wood, clay, natural
fibers, leather, textiles, indigo and ceramic, and created at workshops throughout the country.

ALTERNATIVA offers handicrafts to all Salvadorans who like art, quality, innovation and first-class designs made
with materials, techniques and Salvadoran skills.
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