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THIRD NATIONAL HEIGHT CENSUS FOR FIRST GRADERS IS LAUNCHED

SAN SALVADOR- The U.S. Embassy, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID),
and in conjunction with the National Secretariat of the Family, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Education, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Food Program (WFP) and the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), launched today the Third National Height Census for boys and girls in
the first grade.

The Height Census is a nutritional evaluation carried out through the height/age index (stature). This time,
217,418 boys and girls in the first grade, ages 6 to 9, will be measured. The census will provide
representative information at the national, department, municipal and village level to make timely decisions
to implement nutritional activities and improvement of Salvadoran children’s health.

Height is the anthropometric measurement that best summarizes the effects of social and economic factors
on a community’s health and nutritional status. Through this index, population growth retardation can be
measured, getting to know its magnitude, severity and geographic distribution.

“The U.S. government is pleased to support this effort once again by contributing over $135,000 for training
teachers and health personnel who will participate in the census and for printing census materials. |
congratulate all of you for your interest and hard work on behalf of Salvadoran children,” U.S. Ambassador
Charles L. Glazer said.

Today, simultaneously, 7,200 first grade teachers are measuring their students in 5,388 public and private
schools, covering 7,814 current first grade sections.

The Third National Height Census launching ceremony was attended by the First Lady, Ana Ligia Mixco Sol
de Saca; the U.S. Ambassador, Charles L. Glazer; the Minister of Public Health and Social Assistance, Dr.
Guillermo Maza; the PAHO Representative, Dr. Priscilla Rivas-Loria; and the UNICEF Representative,
Miriam Figueroa, among other guests.

The First Height Census was carried out in 1988. Nationwide, results showed a height retardation
prevalence rate of 29.5 percent. The Second Height Census was done in 2000, and showed a decrease in
the national prevalence rate of 19.5 percent as well as important differences between the urban area (14.7
percent) and the rural area (23.4 percent).
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