
 

 

Livelihoods Program Brings Profits to Invest  

USAID-sponsored 
program helps Zimbabwe 
farmers boost annual 
income  
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A grant from the USAID-
supported Africare has provided 
critical agricultural input to rural 
farmers in Zimbabwe, boosting 
livelihoods. The program has 
also provided beneficiaries with 
new knowledge about how to 
grow their crops. 

 

Lucas Kaseke lives with his wife, children, and four grandchil-
dren in Gwezere Village in Bindura district, located in northeast 
Zimbabwe.  Kaseke is a farmer, and in recent years the family 
of eight has struggled to get by due to drought and difficult eco-
nomic conditions.  This year, however, things are looking up 
thanks to the USAID-sponsored Africare Mashonaland Liveli-
hoods Program.  

Under the program, Africare, using USAID funding, provided 
5,500 households (33,000 vulnerable people) with agricultural 
supplies including two kilos of sunflower seed, 25 kilos of fertil-
izer and a supply of sweet potato vines. 

As a result, most of the rural farmers in Bindura will not need to 
buy cooking oil until the next harvest in April 2011. In addition, 
they will also make an average of $400 from the sale of cooking 
oil and sunflower cake, which is used to feed animals. 

Kaseke was delighted to have the supplies.  Without them, he 
said, “I would have used retained seed, which does not yield as 
much oil as the new seed provided by Africare.”  Kaseke noted 
that the new sunflower seeds yielded 10 bags of grain, com-
pared to four using his own stock.  He also appreciated the fer-
tilizer, which he could not have afforded on his own. 

The greater seed yield translated to higher yield in oil.  “When I 
took the grain for oil pressing, I realized the seed variety has a 
better oil content than my retained seed crop. One bucket of 
sunflower grain produces four liters of oil, compared to 2 liters 
from retained seed,” he explained. 

With the higher yield, Kaseke said he will not only save money 
that would have gone to buy household oil, but also expects to 
realize $395 in profits from the sale of cooking oil and sunflower 
cake.  

Kaseke is looking to expand his agriculture portfolio for future 
years and, due to the agricultural supplies he received from 
USAID, anticipates having money to invest in pigs and a sweet 
potato nursery.     


