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Tuvalu is an important United States partner in advancing a free and
open Indo-Pacific region. Our relationship is based on mutual respect
and common values of strength through diversity, fairness, and freedom.

The U.S. and Tuvalu have a longstanding relationship and USAID has funded development programs in
Tuvalu since 1979. To advance the goals of the Indo-Pacific Vision, the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) focuses on three objectives in Tuvalu:

(1) encouraging transparent and accountable democracy under the rule of law, where
government action is responsive and inclusive to all citizens;

(2) increasing the resilience and adaptability of the response to natural disasters and future
climate risks; and

3) promoting the development of a free, fair, and stable economic system, driven by investments
in human capital, infrastructure, and improved natural resource management.
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OURWORK
As the world’s premier development agency, USAID focuses on reinforcing democratic governance,
bolstering disaster preparedness and response, protecting biodiversity, and responding to COVID-19 in
Tuvalu. USAID partners with the Government of Tuvalu, development and humanitarian partners, the
private sector, academia, civil society, and others to achieve our shared development goals.

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE

USAID reinforces the foundations of good governance in Tuvalu by encouraging all citizens — including
women, youth and other marginalized groups — to participate in democratic processes. USAID also
promotes government accountability and transparency by encouraging citizen engagement and effective
policy implementation.

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Tuvalu’s economic success is closely linked to its rich but threatened biodiversity, which is under threat
from climate change. USAID empowers local partners to transparently and effectively manage
environmental resources and adapt and respond to the climate crisis.

HEALTH AND COVID-19 ASSISTANCE

USAID supported Tuvalu to prevent the spread and mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
USAID has provided medical equipment, supplies, and training for Tuvaluan medical personnel. USAID is
providing technical assistance to support vaccine deployment efforts in the region. USAID is also
boosting Tuvalu’s resilience and its ability to respond to the economic and social impacts of COVID-19.

CROSS CUTTING

USAID is strengthening the capacity of locally established civil society organizations in the Pacific to
address the second order impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. USAID assistance supports communities
to increase their resilience to disasters and climate risks, enhance their livelihoods, increase food
security, improve access to water, bolster health and education, improve governance, manage natural
resources more sustainably, and conserve vital biodiversity.

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

Climate and disaster risks are existential threats to Pacific Island countries. USAID is strengthening
Tuvalu’s resources and systems to prepare for and address the effects of climate change and disasters.
USAID is building community resilience for natural disasters by collecting data on household food
security, nutrition, and livelihoods.
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USAID CONTACTS

MISSION
Zema Semunegus, Mission
Director
U.S. Embassy Suva
158 Princess Road
Tamavua, Suva, Fiji
Phone: +679 331-4466
E-mail: infopacificislands@usaid.gov

HEADQUARTERS
Sarah Mentrup
Desk Officer
USAID/Washington
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC, USA 20523
Email: phl.pics.mong.desk@usaid.gov

PARTNERINGWITH USAID

USAID usually works through implementing partners. Visit the USAID/Pacific Islands website
and social media at:

https://www.usaid.gov/pacific-islands https://www.facebook.com/usaid.pacificislands/

https://twitter.com/usaidpacificislands https://www.youtube.com/user/USAID

USAID.GOV/PACIFIC-ISLANDS FIJI COUNTRY PROFILE | 3

https://www.usaid.gov/pacific-islands
https://www.facebook.com/usaid.pacificislands/
https://twitter.com/usaidpacificisl?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMqzXhud-wZD7_QKASbS7Vw



