Press Release

USAID-sponsored secondary school achievers recognized
Karachi, September 13: The Aga Khan University-Examination Board distributed awards at the Aga Khan University Auditorium here today to the highest achieving candidates of their first Secondary School Examination Certificate examination, as part of a USAID-funded program.  

“Examination plays an important role in any education system,” said Ms. Kay L. Anske, U.S. Consul General Karachi, in her remarks delivered on the occasion. “USAID is supporting Aga Khan University-Examination Board to help change the examination approach in Pakistan that is based on rote memorization to one that promotes creative thinking.”
Also present on the occasion were Senator Roshan Barucha and President Aga Khan University, Firoz Rasool.

Approximately, 1,784 candidates from 60 schools participated in the first SSC Composite Examination that was held in May 2007. Of these, 78% participants passed the examination.

Initiated in 2003 with a $4.5 million assistance provided by the U.S. Agency for International Development Agency (USAID), the Aga Khan University Examination Board has introduced an alternative model based on creative thinking as opposed to the older rote memorization methods. 

Support for this program is part of the $1.5 billion in aid that the U.S. government is providing to Pakistan over five years, through USAID, to improve education, health, economic growth, governance and for earthquake reconstruction.
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