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26 Pakistani High School Students Embark on 

Two-Week Education Program to U.S.

Islamabad, August 13, 2008-- The Mission Director of United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Anne Aarnes, underlined the need for buildings “cross-cultural understanding” and termed the exchange programs as the “first step of broadening world view” of the participating students. 

“I know your parents and teachers are proud of your high academic achievements and your selection for this program,” said Ms. Aarnes while speaking at a send-off ceremony organized here today for the 26 Pakistani high school students who were selected for a two-week science and technology exchange program in Washington.

The exchange program is part the USAID’s $90 million Links to Learning (ED-LINKS) program which will teach the students web development, digital photography and video production.  The first batch of students (14 boys and 12 girls) under this program represents both rural and urban areas of Islamabad Capital Territory. 

“You are going to have once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience American life firsthand, while also learning more about the latest information technology,” USAID’s Aarnes said. “I know that you will be proud and effective representatives of Pakistan, and that you will form rewarding friendships with the American students and teachers you meet.”
ED-LINKS will send up to 30 students each from Balochistan, Sindh and the Islamabad Capital Territory every year.  Students are selected based on merit from underprivileged households in these areas. The ED-LINKS program works in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan.

Since 2002, the U.S. Government through USAID has provided more than $2 billion to Pakistan to improve economic growth, education, health, and governance and to assist with earthquake reconstruction. 
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