ETHIOPIA

Food For Peace Emergency Supported Programs in Ethiopia-2003

SUMMARY OVERVIEW

Ethiopia is facing what could be a catastrophic famine: Relief organizations report that 11.3 to 14 million people will need 460,000 MT of assistance in May-December 2003.    So far the United States Agency for International Development Office of Food For Peace has contributed 715,000MT of commodities estimated at $ 320 million to meet the urgent needs of affected people since July 2002.
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	Food insecurity is endemic in Ethiopia: total production does not meet the minimum consumption requirements of the population.  The nutritional status of the population as a whole is also extremely poor.  According to the 2000 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS), 52% of children under five-five are stunted (height-for age) and 11% are wasted (weight for height).  The majority of urban low-income households spend over 80% of their income to meet their basic nutritional needs, and conditions are even more critical in rural areas, where 90% of rural households do not have adequate food supplies for most of the year.   



	While poor rainfall was the trigger, the current emergency is also the result of a long-term deterioration of income and assets, and inability of households to recover from the 1999-2000 droughts.  


Additional structural factors, including lack of safety net social services for the marginal areas, a weak policy environment for combating destitution, the impact of HIV / AIDS on productivity, failure of crop diversification, poor targeting and limited government capacity have converged to increase vulnerability in Ethiopia. 

COUNTRY STRATEGY



To save lives and protect livelihoods of drought-affected people



To meet the immediate food security needs of the drought-affected populations



To protect against further depletion of household assets



To reduce distress migration of affected populations



To contribute to sustainable livelihoods and resiliency in selected drought- affected Woredas area (through EGS and linkages to regular development programs)

ACTIVITIES

1) Emergency Food Aid Distribution: This is geared towards the aged, children, the sick, pregnant or lactating women, those who are physically weak and those who constantly attend to children and the disabled.

2) Development Food Aid: 
REST will focus on water resource development activities such as pond construction.  The REST Water Development Department will be responsible for identification of sites for water ponds, for providing technical and material assistance during construction and for handing over the ponds to the community.  The Environmental Rehabilitation and Agricultural Department will be responsible for the selection of sites for conservation works and monitoring its implementation.  REST will supervise and monitor the implementation process, in consultation with Woreda DPPB, local Administrators and baitos (village committees).

World Vision’s (WV) line offices will closely monitor the implementation of EGS activities within the Area Development Program (ADP) and communicate with DPPC officials to identify problems that might impact effective distribution of food rations or constructions of sustainable public works.  For CARE and Concern the implementing agents, in collaboration with Food/EGS Monitors, will be responsible for the day-to-day implementation of EGS activities and checking of attendances.  CARE, Concern and their Woreda government partners will give overall approval of quantity and quality of EGS works and food distribution.

Catholic Relief Service’s (CRS) implementing partner in East Hararghe, Hararghe Catholic Secretariat (HCS), ensures that all EGS activities are planned and implemented with full community participation.

