ERITREA

Food For Peace Emergency Supported Programs in Eritrea-FY 2003

SUMMARY OVERVIEW

In 2002, below –average minor season rains (March through May) severely hindered land preparation for the main planting season (June through September).  Additionally, main season rains, which are crucial to crop production in the drought-prone Anseba, Northern Red Sea, and Southern Red Sea Zones, a well as the breadbasket zones of Gash Barka, Debub, and Maekel were sporadic and insufficient.  In response, the Government of the State of Eritrea’s (GSE) Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission (ERREC) issued an appeal in August 2002 to the humanitarian community for a timely response to the drought situation.  The GSE identified a food production deficit of nearly 300,000 metric tons (MT) and a significant humanitarian needs in the health and water / sanitation sectors.
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	According to the 2003 U.N. Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Eritrea, launched in November 2002, an estimated 1.4 million out of a total 3.3 million people are affected by drought conditions associated with major crop failure in agricultural areas and the substantial loss of livestock among pastoral communities.  The U.N has identified an additional 910,000 people comprised mainly of HIV infected individuals, demobilized soldiers, internally displaced persons, and returnees that are also

deemed vulnerable and are

	targeted for assistance under the Consolidated Appeal bringing the total number of vulnerable individuals in Eritrea to 2.3 millions.


The overall humanitarian situation in Eritrea is becoming increasingly desperate, as the past six months have denoted a slow, but steady decline in food security, agricultural productivity, and nutrition and water resources.  
On December 2, 2002, U.S Ambassador to Eritrea Donald J. McConnell declared a disaster in Eritrea due to food security concerns throughout the country and the significant loss of main season crops in western Eritrea.  The United States Agency for international Development  (USAID) ‘ Office of Food for Peace through its implementing partners, conducting the relief operations contributed 12,000 MT of P.L 480 Title II Emergency Food Assistance worth $5.8 million to WFP, 24,700 MT of P.L 480 Title II Emergency Food Assistance worth $ 9.5 to Mercy Corps and 18,700 MT of P.L 480 Title II Emergency Food Assistance worth $8.5 to CRS / JEOP.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE

· To save lives of drought-affected people by providing regular access to basic food rations

· To improve the nutritional status of the drought affected severely malnourished under-five children through therapeutic feeding at the centers

· To improve the nutritional status of the drought affected malnourished children, pregnant and nursing mothers through supplementary feeding at the health centers and at schools.

· Enhance the capacity for self-reliance and prevent depletion of livelihood assets and distress migration of drought affected vulnerable groups through pilot targeted skill training and income activities.

ACTIVITY

· In five regions of Northern Eritrea, Mercy Corps has begun to distribute critical food commodities to 150,000 drought-affected people.  Working through Village Health Committees, Mercy Corps conducts targeted distributions of supplementary food to children less than five years of age who are either moderately malnourished or recovering from severe malnutrition.

· Targeted distribution to rural beneficiaries will be provided at 60% rations to the poor and very poor beneficiaries.

· Emergency school-feeding programs.

· Emergency small scale food-for-work and food-for-training

