
AELGA	 SITREP 02.03 M ar.6,2003


_____________________________________	 heavyrainfalloccurredinNovemberand 

conditionsweresomewhatfavorable.Isolated

hoppersandadultswerealsosightedinafew
SITREP.02.03

wadis(dryriverbeds)intheseareas.Locusts 

werenotreportedfrom elsewhereinthewinter


A SITUATION REPORT ON EM ERGENCY breedingareasonbothsidesoftheRedSea 

TRANSBOUNDARY OUTBREAK PESTS coasts.Significantlocustactivitiesarenot

(ETOPS)FOR FEBRUARY W ITH  A expectedduringtheforecastperiod.

FORECAST TILL M ID-APRIL,2003 


_____________________________________ 4.Asaresultofheavyrainsthatfellin 

southernPakistan,adjacentareasofIranand 


SUM M ARY AfghanistanandRajasthanIndia,itisexpected

thatconditionscouldimproveinthespring-


1.Sum m ary:  Thisreportprovidesanupdate breedingareasoftheeasternregion.Small-

aboutrecentactivitiesonemergency scalebreedingcouldoccurinBaluchistan,

transboundaryoutbreakpests(ETOPs)in PakistanandRajasthan,Indiaduringthe

Africa,theM iddle-East,Centraland forecastperiod.Regularsurveyand 

SouthwestAsia,andLatinAmerica.The monitoringareadvised.

reportincludesactivitiesthattookplacein 

Februaryandaforecasttillmid-April,2003.
 OTHER LOCUSTS AND 

KeyETOPs,includinglocusts,grasshoppers,
 GRASSHOPPERS.

armyworm andgrain-eatingred-billedQuelea

birdsarecoveredbythereport.A brief 5.Red locusts,Nomadacrisseptemfasciata

overview ofthecurrentstatusofeachofthese (Surville): Redlocusthatchingsandsome

pestsisoutlinedintheremainderofthis hopperactivitieswerereportedinlateJanuary 

summarywithdetailedaccountsprovided innorthernM adagascarbythenationalanti­

thereafter. locustcenter (CNA).Theredlocustsituation 


remainedrelativelycalm intheDLCO-EA

DESERT LOCUST,SCHISTOCERCA membercountriesinFebruary. Noreports 


GREGARIA (FORSKAL) werereceivedfrom theIRLCO-CSA region.

However,small-scaleactivitiesmighthave


2.Desertlocusts,Schistocercagregaria beengoingonintheoutbreakareasof

(Forskal).Unconfirmedreportsindicatedthat Tanzania.Duetothedryconditionsthat

someadultlocustsandhoppersweresightedin persistedinmostoftheoutbreakareas,itis 

northernM ali.Duetopoorrainfallorabsence 	 likelythatlocustnumberswillremainlow and 

ofrainfallthatpersistedinmostofthewinter onlyverylimitedactivitiesmaybeseenina 

breedingandrecessionareasinthewestern few placesduringtheforecastperiod.

andnorthwesternAfrica,itisexpectedthat

locustnumberswillremaininsignificantin 6.M adagascarm igratorylocust,Locusta

theseareasduringtheforecastperiod.	 migratoriacapito(L.). M ixedinstarsand 


adultM adagascarmigratorylocustswere 

3.BasedonanFAO DesertLocustreport, reportedinFebruaryinthesummerbreeding 

small-scalebreedingoccurredinFebruarynear areasinsouthwesternpartofthecountry 

theRedSeacoastinnortheasternSudanwhere within30km radiusofthecityofTulear.
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Controloperationswerelaunchedbytheanti­

locustunitwheninfestationswerereportedby 

farmers.Favorablebreedingconditions

continuedtoexistintheseareasanditislikely 

thatfurtherdevelopmentwillbeseenduring 

theforecastperiod.A few hoppersmayhave

alsobegunappearingintheHorombePlateau

andthesurroundingareas.Theselocusts 

couldfurtherdevelopandform smal
l
gregariouspopulationsandswarmletsduring 

theforecastperiodifleftuntreated.


7.Anacridium melanorhodon (W alker).

Apartfrom asmall(1.5km sq.)infestation 

observedinthewesternlowlandofEritrea,no 

furtherreportswerereceivedontreelocusts,

Otherlocustandgrasshoppersituations,

includingtheAfricanmigratorylocust,

Locustamigratoriamigratorioides(L.),

brownlocust,Locustanapardalina(W alker),

M oroccanlocust,Dociostaurusmaroccanus

(Thunberg),Italianlocust,Calliptamus

italicus(L),theSenegalesegrasshopper,

Oedaleussenegalensis(Krauss)andthe

variegatedgrasshopper,Zonocerusvariegatus

(L)remainedfairlycalm.


8.Nolocustactivitieswerereportedfrom

CentralAsiaandLatinAmericainFebruary.


9.Arm yworm ,Spodopteraexempta

(W alker).Armyworm infestationswere 

reportedonmaize,milletandpastureonmore 

than970hainNarokandTransmaraDistricts,

Kenya.Theinfestationswerecontrolledusing 

fenitrothion.Noreportswerereceivedinfrom

theotherDLCO-EA membercountriesin 

February.A latereceivedreportindicatedthat

armyworm infestationswereseenand 

controlledonmaize,sorghum,and/orricein 

M alawi,TanzaniaandZambiaandsome

infestationswerealsoreportedonmaize,

sorghum,rapokaandpearlmilletinZimbabwe

inJanuary(ICOSAM P,2003).


10.Red-billed quelea,Queleaquelea(L.).

InSameDistrict,Kilimanjaroregionof

Tanzania,aDLCO-EA aircraftsprayedfour

quelearoostswithanestimatedpopulationof

over2.5millionbirdsandcontroloperation 

hascontinuedagainstbirdsattackingirrigated

ricecrops(DLCO-EA,2003).A latereceived 

reportindicatedthatquelearoostsweresighted

inBotswana,M ozambiqueandSouthAfricain 

January.Controloperationswereundertaken

inSouthAfricaagainst4roosts(2.35million 

birds)and29colonies(12.3millionbirds)

withavicides,QuletoxandFalcolan,and 

explosions.Cropsthreatenedwererice,millet

andsorghum.EndofSummary.


ENVIRONM ENTAL SITUATION:

W EATHER AND ECOLOGICAL


CONDITIONS


11.Lightrainsfellinafew placesinnorthern 

M auritania,M orocco,Algeria,andnorthern 

M aliandnorthwesternNigerwheresomes 

patchesofgreenvegetationpersistedin 

Februaryanddryconditionspersisted

elsewhereintheregion.


12.LightrainfallswererecordedintheTokar

Delta,Sudan,theRedSeacoastalplainsof

Yemen,innorthernOman,inGhinda

(1522N/3910E)andM assawa(1540N/3825E),

Eritrea,DireDawa,Ethiopia(DLCO-EA,

2003).M ostofthewinterbreedingareas

remainedfairlyhotanddry.Patchesofgreen

vegetationwasseenonlyonthefoothillsof

mountainsandinthewadis.Othercountries

intheregionremainedfairlydryduringthe

reportingmonth.


13.OnFebruary15-18,unusuallyheavyrains

fellinsouthernPakistanandadjacentareasof

southeasternIran,southernAfghanistan,and 

Rajasthan,India(FAO,2003).Hyderabad,

Indiareceivedarecord106mm! Goodrains
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werealsoreportedthroughoutthespring 

breedingareas,includingBaluchistan,

Pakistan.Thesummerbreedingareasalong 

theIndo-Pakistanbordersalsoreceivedafairly 

goodrain.


14.A cyclone(Japhet)withagustywindof

morethan65mphhitsouthernM ozambique

dampingheavyrainintheregionduringthe

lastweekofFebruary.Thecyclonelaterinthe

weekmovedfurtherinwardsandhit

Zimbabwedrenchingmostofthesoutheastern 

partofthecountry.OtherIRLCO-CSA

countriesdidnotreportanysignificant

meteorologicalactivities.Dryconditionsalso

persistedintheotherredlocustoutbreakareas.


DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES


15.W estern and northwestern Africa.An

unconfirmedreportindicatedthatafew adult

locustsandhopperswereseeninTilemsi

ValleyandTimetrine,M ali,however,details 

werenotavailableontheextentandseverity 

ofthelocustsatthetimethisreportwas

compiled.Locustswerenotreportedfrom

M auritania,M orocco,Niger,Algeria,Libya,

Chad,Senegal,BurkinaFaso,CapeVerde,

Gambia,GuineaBissau,andGuineaConakry 

inFebruary.


16.Forecast: A few isolatedadultsmaybe

seeninInchiri,northwesternM auritania,

AdrardesIforas,M ali,southernAir,Niger,

andTamanrassat,Algeria.Nolocustsare 

expectedtoappearandpersistintheother

countriesintheseregions.Theoveralllocust

situationwilllikelycontinuetoremaincalm 

duringtheforecastperiodintheseregions.


17.Eastern Africa,northeastern Africa,

and theNearEastRegions.A few lateinstar

hoppersandimmatureadultswereseenin 

W adiOko,Sudan.Othercountriesinthe


CentralregiononbothsidesoftheRedSea 

coastsremainedfreeoflocustsinFebruary.


18.Forecast: A sharpdeclineinlocust

numbersisexpectedontheRedSeacoastal

plainsandadjacentareasinSudan.Veryfew

isolatedlocustsmaybeseeninafew places,

alongtheRedSeacoastsofSaudiArabiaand 

Yemen.Significantlocustactivitiesarenot

expectedintheothercountriesofthenorthern

Africa,easternAfrica,andtheM iddleEast

duringtheforecastperiod.Nevertheless,

regularsurveyandmonitoringactivitiesare 

encouragedintheeventfavorableconditions

begintodevelopinthetraditionalspring­

breedingareas.


19.Eastern region.Nolocustswereseenin 

Iran,Afghanistan,PakistanandIndiain 

February.


20. Forecast:Althoughconditionsmay

improveinthespring-breedingareasthat

receivedheavyrainsinmid-February,only 

limited-scalebreedingmayoccurduringthe

forecastperiod.A few isolatedadultlocusts 

maybeseeninthecoastalregionsofIranand 

Pakistanaswellasintheinteriorregionsin 

Baluchistan,Pakistan,BampurandSaravan,

Iranbut,locustnumberswilllikelyremain 

insignificantintheentireeasternregionduring 

theforecastperiod.


OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHOPPER

ACTIVITIES


21. M oroccan/M editerranean locust,D.

maroccanus(Thunberg)andtheItalian

locust,C.italicus(L): Noreportswere 

receivedontheM oroccan/M editerraneanor

theItalianlocustsinCentralAsianatthetime

thisreportwascompiled.


22. Forecast: Somehatchingmaybeginin 
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partsofAfghanistanandothercountriesinthe

regiontowardthemiddletotheendofthe

forecastperiod.Nosignificantlocust

activitiesareexpectedduringtheseperiodand 

someeggsmayremainhibernated,however,

closemonitoringandsurveillanceareadvised

duringtheforecastperiod.


23. Latin Am ericaand theCaribbean

(LAC).Noreportswerereceivedonlocusts 

orgrasshoppersinLAC countriesinFebruary.


24. Forecast.Nosignificantdevelopments 

areexpectedduringtheforecastperiod.


25. Red locust,N.septemfasciata(Surville).

Redlocusthatchingsandsomehopper

activitieswerereportedbythenationalanti-

locustcenter (CNA)inlateJanuaryin 

northernM adagascarbut,furtherdetailswere 

notavailableatthetimethisreportwas

compiled.Noreportswerereceivedonred

locustactivitiesinFebruaryfrom theDLCO-

EA andtheIRLOC-CSA countries.However,

limitedactivitiesmighthavebeengoingonin 

thetraditionaloutbreakareasofTanzaniaand 

elsewhereintheregion.


26.Forecast: Overall,locustactivitieswil
l
probablybereducedinmostoftheoutbreak

areasduringtheforecastperioddueto 

unseasonablylow precipitation.Significant

developmentsarenotexpectedunless 

meteorologicalconditionsimproveduringthe

forecastperiod.However,someincreasein 

numberoflocustsmaybeseeninafew

pocketsofgreenvegetation.Vigilant

surveillanceandmonitoringarerequired.


27.M adagascarm igratorylocust,L.

migratoriacapito(L.). Earlyandlateinstars 

andadultM adagascarmigratorylocustswere 

reportedinFebruaryinsouthwestern 

M adagascarinthevicinityofTulear.The


locustsweretreatedbytheanti-locustunitas

theywerereportedbyvillagers.Favorable 

conditionscontinuedtoexistintheseareas,

andthus,itislikelythatfurtherdevelopment

willbeseenduringtheforecastperiod.A few

hoppersmayhavealsobegunappearinginthe

HorombePlateauandthesurroundingareas,

whichcouldfurtherdevelopandform smal
l
gregariouspopulationsandswarmletsduring 

theforecastperiodlestleftuntreated.


28. Brown locust,L.pardalina(W alker):

Noreportswerereceivedonbrownlocust,L.

pardalina(W alker)inFebruary.Duetothe

prevailingdroughtinthebrownlocust

breedingareas,significantlocustactivitiesare 

notexpectedduringtheforecastperiod.


ARM YW ORM ACTIVITIES


29. Arm yworm ,S.exem pta(W alker).

Armyworm outbreaksthatbeganinDecember

continuedwellintoFebruary.Infestations

werereportedonmorethan970haofmaize,

milletandpastureinNarokandTransmara 

Districts,Kenyafrom January30through 

February10andcontroloperationswere 

conductedusingfenitrothion.A latereceived 

reportindicatedthatarmyworm infestations

wereseeninJanuaryinM alawi,Tanzania,

ZambiaandZimbabwe.InM alawi,morethan 

8,800haofmaize,rice,andsorghum were 

affectedwithcropdamagerangingfrom 30% 

to 95% andthepestwascontrolledusing

Dusrban(Chlorpyriphos).InTanzania,

armyworm infestationswereseenonmore 

than3,900haofmaize,rice,andsorghum

fieldsandcontrolledwithDiazinon 

(ICOSAM P,2003).W idespreadarmyworm 

outbreakswerealsoreportedinZambiain 

Januarybut,detailswerenotavailable.No

furtherreportswerereceivedforFebruary 

from theotherDLCO-EA ortheIRLCO-CSA

membercountries.
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30.Forecast: Itislikelythatsomearmyworm 

infestationswillcontinuetooccurinTanzania

andKenyaandperhapsstartmovinginto 

neighboringcountriesincludingUgandaand 

Ethiopia.Infestationscouldalsooccurin 

M alawi,M ozambique,andZimbabwe,ifrain 

fallsduringtheforecastperiod.


QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES


31.Red-billed quelea,Q.quelea(L).

QueleaactivitiescontinuedwellintoFebruary.

InSameDistrict,Kilimanjaroregion,

Tanzania,aDLCO-EA aircraftsprayedfour

quelearoostswithanestimatedpopulationof

over2.5millionbirdsseenattackingirrigated

ricecrops(DLCO-EA,2003).A latereceived 

reportindicatedthatquelearoostsweresighted

inBotswana,M ozambiqueandSouthAfricain 

January.InM anjangueandBombofo,Gaza 

Province,M ozambique,twolargeroostswith 

anestimated5millionbirdswereseenon8ha

nearrice,milletandsorghum fields.InFree 

StateandLimpopoProvinces,SouthAfrica,

controloperationswerelaunchedagainst4 

roostsand29coloniesusingavicides,Quletox 

andFalcolan,andexplosiontechniques.An

estimated14.65millionbirdsweretreated.

Cropsunderqueleathreatsintheseregions

were milletandsorghum (ICOSAM P,2003).


32. Forecast: Queleabreedingand 

infestationsarelikelytocontinueinKenya,

M ozambique,Tanzania,Botswana,and 

Zimbabweandcouldpossiblycausesome

damagetoirrigatedcrops.


RECOM M ENDATIONS


33. Duringthereportingmonth,onlyafew of

theETOP outbreakswarrantedsubstantial

controlefforts,however,hadthesebeenleft

unaddressed,theycouldhaveincreasedto 

levelsthatposeseriousthreatstocropsand 


pasture.Itisevidentthataminimum shiftin 

thebalanceofsubsistenceproductionsystem,

cansignificantlyaffectthealreadyprecarious

foodsecurityinmostoftheETOP outbreak

areas.Therefore,itisimportantthatregular

monitoring,surveillanceandreportingare 

maintainedandresultscommunicated

promptlytotheappropriatebodieswithinthe

national,regionalandinternationalstructures.


Note: Theend ofthecurrentdrought

and/ordryspellin Southern Africaand 

otheroutbreak regionswould likelytrigger 

seriousETOP developm entsin m ostof

theseareasand could lead tom assive

infestationsand subsequentcrop dam age.

Therefore,regularsurvey,m onitoring,and 

reportingarehighlyrecom m ended toavert

anysuch m assiveinvasionsthatcould 

possiblyfollow theend ofthedroughtspell.


ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT

INFORM ATION


34.TheAfricaEmergencyLocust/

GrasshopperAssistance(AELGA)project,

previouslymanagedbytheUSAID’sBureau

forAfrica(AFR),hasbeentransferredtothe

BureauforDemocracy,Conflictand 

HumanitarianAssistance(DCHA)andisbeing 

managedbytheOfficeforUS Foreign 

DisasterAssistance(OFDA).AELGA 

continuoustoworkcloselywiththeUN Food 

andAgricultureOrganization’sM igratoryPest

Unitandotherentities,USAID bilateraland 

regionalmissions,DLCO-EA,IRLOC-CSA,

hostcountryministries,andresearch

establishments.InformationonETOPsis 

regularlycollectedfrom theseandother

entities,includingtheInformationCorefor

SouthernAfricaM igratoryPests(ICOSAM P)

tocontinuouslymonitorandanalyzethe

potentialrisksforlarge-scaleemergency 

outbreaks,andcompileanddisseminateas
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[AELGA]SITREPS toallinterestedparties.

Unsolicitedreportsorinformationabout

ETOP situationsandactivitiesinyourregion 

orcountryarealwayswarmlywelcomeand 

muchappreciated.


35. M issionswith program sand portfolio 

on food security,environm entand related

activitiesaresolicited toencouragetheir 

hostcountrycounterpartstosend us

regularupdateson ETOP activitiesasoften

aspossible.FEW S field personnelarealso

solicited tosend usanyinform ation they

m aysecureon ETOP activitiesin their 

countriesand/orregionsofresponsibility.

Regionalorganizationswith ETOPS

m andateand hostcountrypartnersare

kindlyrequested toforward theirreports 

bythelastdayofthereportingm onth or

within thefirstthreedaysoftheforecasting

m onths.Please,forward reports,
inform ation,questions,and/orrequeststo 

Dr.YeneT.Belayneh:ybelayneh@ ofda.net

FAX:202-347-0315 (USA).A cctoDrs.Joe

Vorgetts,jvorgetts@ usaid.govandHarry 

Bottenberg,hbottneberge@ afr-sd.orgis 

appreciated.


Form oreinform ation on theweather

conditions,you m ayvisitthefollowingweb

sites:


http://www.fao.org/W AICENT/faoinfo/econo

mic/giews/economic/engslish/esahel/sehtoc.ht
m


http://www.fews.net


Form oreinform ation on ETOPsactivities,

you m ayvisit:


http://www.fao.org/news/global/locusts/locuho

m.htm/

http://www.english/newsroom/news/2002/500

0-en.htm/

http://icosam p.ecoport.org/

TO LEARN M ORE  ABOUT AELGA’S 

ACTIVITIES,VISIT US AT OUR W EB 


SITE: W W W .AELGA.NET


UPCOM ING EVENTS


InterregionalTrainerTrainingCourseon 

AlternativeApplicationStrategiesandTactics

(AAST)foracrididcontrol,in2003.Those

interested can contactDr.Yeneneh T.

Belayneh,viae-m ail:ybelayneh@ ofda.net

sd.org orphone:202-661-9374and 

fax:202-347-0315(USA)
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