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Mel Martínez, Secretary
of Housing and Urban
Development, and
Administrator Natsios
opened May 21 an
exhibit of 30 photos of
Cuban political prisoners
and their families.
USAID will host the
exhibit for 44 days to
remember 44 years of
oppression under the
Castro regime. The
exhibit is on loan from
the Center for a Free
Cuba.

“We call upon the
Cuban regime to release
those brave prisoners of
conscience and end sys-
temic human rights
abuses once and for all,” said Martínez.

The opening ceremony was attended by
Rep. Ileana Ros-Letinen (R-Fla.); Rep.
Lincoln Díaz-Balart (R-Fla.); Rep. Mario
Díaz-Balart (R-Fla.); Rep. Mark Foley (R-
Fla.); Otto J. Reich, Special Envoy for
Western Hemisphere Initiatives, National

Security Council; Adolfo A. Franco,
Assistant Administrator, Bureau for Latin
America and the Caribbean; and Frank
Calzón, Executive Director of the Center
for a Free Cuba. 

“Cubans and their Loves Ones” tells the
story of people from all walks of life who

were persecuted by the Castro regime for
questioning it. 

The exhibit will run through July 3  at
the USAID Information Center.  ★

By Luigi Crespo, Public Affairs Officer,
LPA

The number of Ethiopians affected by
hunger is expected to increase to 14 million
when the Horn of Africa enters its tradi-
tional “hungry period” before the next
harvest. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention report that death rates—especially
among children—are above emergency
benchmarks in 20 out of 32 districts examined
in drought-affected areas. Acute malnutrition
and diseases are spreading. Ironically, while
seasonal rains are below average in some
areas, flooding is a threat in others.

The United States has already shipped
755,000 metric tons of food valued at $342
million, and provided over $28 million for
emergency health, nutrition, water, sanita-
tion, and agricultural recovery. USAID sent
a five-person Disaster Assistance Response
Team (DART) to Ethiopia May 9 to assess
the potential of famine.

The State Department issued a diplomatic
alert relating to the crisis to all donor coun-
tries and to countries, such as China and
Russia, that do not normally grant assistance.

The European Union has pledged 293,000
tons of food, Japan pledged 50,000, and
petroleum exporters pledged 27,000 tons,
but these shipments are yet to be completed.

According to a representative of USAID’s
Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance
(OFDA), the basic needs of the Congolese
were being met, but the security situation is
precarious. Since May 12, the United
Nations and NGOs have been delivering
medical aid and setting up water points in
the camps. Medical services and a thera-
peutic feeding center were established near
the main U.N. compound.

Congo Chaos Continues

Hunger Increasing in Ethiopia World Vision International reported that
approximately 50,000 people were fleeing
Bunia on foot, heading toward Eringeti, 90
miles south. OFDA’s representative arrived
in Eringeti on May 16. OFDA-funded
NGOs, including MERLIN, Solidarities,
Première Urgence, SCF/UK, and German
Agro-Action were preparing to receive the
Congolese.

Two Congolese Red Cross Society volun-
teers were killed while carrying out
humanitarian duties in Bunia on May 11. 

As an Indonesian military offensive intensi-
fied against Muslim fundamentalist
separatists in the province of Aceh, foreign
aid workers were advised May 27 to leave
the province because of security concerns.

Indonesia’s foreign ministry said foreign
assistance should be channeled through the
Indonesian Red Cross.

World Bank aid to Bangladesh will climb
from $300 million to $554 million in the
2003 fiscal year, according to Frederick
Temple, country director for the bank.

The World Bank increased its aid because
of better financial management, macroeco-
nomic stability, and other efforts to alleviate
poverty in Bangladesh, Temple told reporters.

“Good governance, law and order, security,
and human rights are important issues
needed to attract foreign assistance and
investment,” he added. About half of the
country’s 130 million people are still without
enough food or other basic necessities, offi-
cials say.

Aid Increased for Bangladesh

Indonesia Bars Aid Workers

In his commencement address at the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy, President Bush
announced the creation of Volunteers for
Prosperity, which will mobilize highly
skilled volunteers to take part in interna-
tional development and humanitarian work,
especially in programs supported by USAID.

Volunteers for Prosperity will be a new
program under the USA Freedom Corps, the
White House coordinating council for vol-
unteerism created by the President in 2002. 

The new program will be different from
the Peace Corps, which trains and deploys
volunteers for postings of two years. Instead,
Volunteers for Prosperity will arrange for
highly skilled volunteers to work for flexible
periods—from as brief as two weeks to as
long as several years. 

President Bush has proposed doubling the
size of the Peace Corps—from 7,500 to
15,000 volunteers—over the next five years.

President Bush signed the U.S. Leadership
Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
Act of 2003 into law May 27. The law pro-
vides $15 billion over the next five years to
the most HIV/AIDS-afflicted countries in
Africa and the Caribbean: Botswana, Côte
d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Guyana, Haiti, Kenya,
Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda,
South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.

The target countries have nearly 20 million
HIV-infected people-—almost 70 percent of
the total in Africa and the Caribbean.

This is the largest single commitment for
an international public health initiative
involving a specific disease. The President
will nominate a global AIDS coordinator to
work closely with State, Health and Human
Services, USAID, and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

$15 Billion HIV/AIDS Bill Signed

Bush Annouces Volunteer Program
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Although there remain deep-rooted prob-
lems in Afghanistan—such as attacks by
followers of the Taliban and terrorist leader
Osama bin Laden, many launched from
hideouts in Pakistan’s border regions—
much useful work has been accomplished to
restore normal life.

In past 18 months ,more than 15 million
textbooks were distributed to Afghan
schoolchildren—including girls, who are
in school for the first time in years. Some
1,000 schools are to be built or rehabili-
tated, and 30,000 teachers have been
trained. In addition, while basic health care
services are being provided to 2 million
people in 21 provinces, 72 clinics and hos-
pitals have been rehabilitated, and 4 million
children have been vaccinated against
measles and polio.

Work continues on schedule to restore
the Kabul-Kandahar-Herat highway—the
critical road link between the country’s
major cities and with the rest of the world.
USAID will complete the first layer of
paving for the 300-mile section between
Kabul and Kandahar by the end of 2003.

On May 14, USAID announced the
award of a three-year $100 million con-
tract to Management Sciences for Health
to strengthen the overall health system in
Afghanistan. The program, entitled Rural
Expansion of Afghanistan’s Community-
based Healthcare (REACH), will provide
basic and essential health services 
to an estimated 16.5 million people 
each year. ★

Exhibit Opens at USAID 
Cubans and Their Loved Ones

The activities of two BTEC subcom-
mittees were cited as reasons for
receiving the improved progress scores
for e-government and financial manage-
ment. 

The Enterprise Architecture (EA) sub-
committee vetted a plan to develop a
blueprint of the Agency’s business lines
and information technology systems. The
Capital Planning and Investment Control
(CPIC) subcommittee presented broader
policy guidance for selecting information
technology investments.  ★

A stoplight scoring system is used: ● Green for success,

● Yellow for mixed results, ● Red for unsatisfactory
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