GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE

Balkan Trust Fund

Assists Transition from
Communism

BELGRADE, Serbia—Many former commu-
nist countries in southeast Europe are
reforming their legal and political systems
in an effort to join the European Union and
NATO. They are getting a boost through a
$27 million trust that will support initiatives
that promote democracy and good govern-
ment by media, NGOs, local governments,
and universities.

The long transition from communism left
many apathetic, uninterested in govern-
ment, and mistrustful of politicians. To
build greater confidence in government,
USAID allied with private U.S. foundations
to create the Balkan Trust for Democracy.

Linking citizens with their government is
a priority for USAID, said Jennifer Stuart,
civil society specialist in the Bureau for
Europe and Eurasia, who helped set up the
trust.

The trust funds initiatives that increase
communication and interaction between
citizens and government, Stuart said. Its
grants will also try to reduce intolerance in
a region that is often hostile to ethnic
minorities.

Organizations in Albania, Bosnia,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia,
Serbia and Montenegro, and Romania are
eligible to receive grants from the trust that
can range from $1,000 to $75,000.

The Balkan Trust for Democracy has
already awarded $400,000 to NGOs and
community groups.

One of the first grants went to the Balkan
Community Initiative Fund in Belgrade,
which will give grants of about $2,000 each
to community groups.

Previous grants went to women who pub-
lish a community newspaper; another went
to Montenegrin teenagers who bought

drawing materials to create elaborate
murals over old political graffiti.

The Rhodopea Balkanica Association in
Bulgaria received a $15,000 grant to bring
together young people from Kardali,
Bulgaria, and Struga, Macedonia, to dis-
cuss sports, ethnic tolerance, ecological
problems, and other issues of interest.

To improve public administration in Iasi,
Romania, the EuroEd Foundation received
$26,000 to organize a public-private plan-
ning commission and get a dialogue going
between citizens and government.

Belgrade’s Society for the Improvement
of Local Roma Communities received
$45,000 to support the involvement of
Roma in local community developments.

“While southeast European countries
have made great strides in establishing
democracies, there is still work to be done
to finish the complex transition from com-
munism,” said Craig Kennedy, president
of the German Marshall Fund of the
United States (GMF), which gave $10 mil-
lion to the trust.

USAID has given $10 million to the
Balkan Trust for Democracy. The Mott
Foundation will contribute $5 million, and
the Greek government pledged $866,000.

USAID’s gift will be spent over 10 years,
allowing support to continue past closeout
in many countries. GMF and other donors
will then decide whether to spend down
remaining funds or invest further in the
trust.

“The Balkan Trust is a model for USAID.
As we graduate from Eastern Europe, it
allows us to make a difference after we’ve
gone,” said Dan Runde, Senior Advisor in
the Global Development Alliance
Secretariat. []
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A Roma settlement and office towers near the banks of the Sava River in Belgrade, Serbia.



