By Greg Howell, GDA Adviser for USAID/Iraq

As the Global Development Alliance model continues to be mainstreamed within the Agency, one way to promote the overall GDA concept and to showcase bilateral or regional GDA activities is to build a GDA webpage for your Mission.  
 
Prior to arriving as the first GDA Advisor at USAID/Iraq, my colleagues were somewhat surprised that public-private partnerships could be created in Iraq given the current security situation and unique development challenges.  In order to demonstrate that GDA projects can succeed in Iraq, USAID/Iraq through our Office of Economic Growth set up the GDA webpage on our Mission website: http://www.usaid.gov/iraq/gda.html   

 

While USAID/Iraq is still in the process of finalizing several formal GDA agreements, this website highlights several development projects being funded by private organizations in partnership with USAID or directly by these organizations that are working in Iraq.  The webpage also lists upcoming events, business development news, and links to relevant projects. The GDA webpage will be updated on a regular basis as new information becomes available.  

 

Given the ability to embed website links within MS Word and other simple web development features available in our desktop software, GDA Advisors or Points of Contact in Missions can do most of the work themselves.  The final webpage can be edited and approved by the Mission Public Affairs Officer then the final copy can be designed and uploaded by the Mission’s Website Designer.  In the case of USAID/Iraq, the LPA office in Washington quickly added the GDA page to our public website and has provided ongoing support to make periodic changes.

 

A GDA webpage on a Mission’s website can help to highlight your current GDA activities and serve to encourage new partners to work with your office on future projects.

 

