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	The Center for Faith-Based & Community Initiatives NEWSLETTER

	
	november 21, 2008

	Letter from the Director

Dear Newsletter Recipients,

The Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives will be hosting two meetings in the coming weeks here at USAID.  Please review the invitations and registration instructions in this week’s “Upcoming Events” section.
Don’t forget to read through our “Grant Opportunities” section for the most up-to-date information on available funding.

Warmest regards,

Terri

 

Terri Hasdorff 
Director, Center for Faith Based & Community Initiatives 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

U.S. Department of State 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Washington, DC  20523 
FBCI@usaid.gov
F
	     AT A GLANCE

     Upcoming Events……….The Role of FBCOs in 

Basic Education Meeting, Water Resources Meeting,
2009 Nonprofit Congress
Articles of Interest………..The 2008 BCLC Corporate Citizenship Awards, Henrietta Fore to Lead U.S. Delegation to International Conference on Financing for Development in Qatar 
Grant Opportunities……... USAID and U.S. Department of  

State
If you would like to sign up to receive this newsletter from the USAID Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives please click here.

	
	UPCOMING EVENTS

	The Role of FBCOs in 

Basic Education Meeting

USAID Headquarters

1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington D.C. 20523

Date: December 1, 2008



	The Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives in conjunction with the President’s Education Initiative and the Basic Education Team at USAID cordially invite you to join us for a discussion of the role of Faith-based and Community organizations in the field of Basic Education.

Dr. Thomas Corts, the USG’s Coordinator for Basic Education will be discussing new developments in Foreign Assistance in the Basic Education sector.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about working with USAID, upcoming grant opportunities, as well as build relationships with other NGOs.  There will also be an opportunity for Q&A with USAID staff.

There are only 50 spots available and registration will be on a first-come, first-served basis.  RSVP to fbci@usaid.gov! 

	Water Resources Meeting

USAID Headquarters

1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington D.C. 20523

Date: 12/10/2008

Time: 10am - 12pm EST
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis and will be capped at 45 people.  To RSVP please reply to fbci@usaid.gov, with “Water Meeting” in the subject line.

	The United States Government’s ability to effectively respond to the need for water resources is crucial to fostering goodwill around the globe.  It is estimated that the leading cause of conflict in the next twenty years will be due to water shortage.  USAID must continue to identify new partners that can leverage their resources to help deal with this issue, especially in the areas of water supply, sanitation, and hygiene.

This meeting will discuss the pivotal role of Public-Private Partnerships in addressing the global need for water.   Leaders from various NGOs, Private Corporations and the USG will be on hand to discuss and answer questions. If you are interested in learning more about best practice examples and strategies for partnerships in this area we encourage you to attend.
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	Nonprofit Congress

Many missions, one voice

Join us at the 2009 Nonprofit Congress! 

May 14-16, 2009 · New Orleans, LA 

An initiative of the National Council of Nonprofit Associations 

1101 Vermont Avenue, NW 

Suite 1002  
Washington, DC 20005

P: 202.962.0322 | F: 202.962.

0321


	Registration is now open for the 2009 Nonprofit Congress, coming up on May 14-16, 2009 in New Orleans!  

We will gather to exchange knowledge, plan for action, and celebrate our collective strength.  

Check out the information below and the links to the right to learn more about the 2009 Nonprofit Congress, highlights of the meeting, location, tentative agenda, and more. Questions? Don't hesitate to contact us via email or phone: 202.962.0322.

What is the 2009 Nonprofit Congress?

· A national meeting of nonprofit leaders 

· An active exchange of practical knowledge 

· A space to plan for action on the key issues affecting our organizations 

· A celebration of our collective strength 

Highlights of the 2009 Nonprofit Congress:

· National thought leaders on the sector's top priorities: Organizational Effectiveness, Advocacy and Grassroots Activities, and Public Awareness and Support of the Sector 

· Practical and informative breakout sessions featuring your fellow nonprofit leaders sharing their most successful stories and programs that you can take home to replicate 

· Planning sessions for nonprofits by state 

· Networking time with nonprofit leaders and vendors of vital resources 

· 20th Birthday Bash for the National Council of Nonprofits 

· Day of Service to benefit the community of New Orleans 

· Concrete tools, case studies, and knowledge that you can take back to your organization 



	
	ARTICLES OF INTEREST

	The 2008 Corporate Citizenship Awards 
For more information please visit, www.chamberpost.com
www.uschamber.com

	U.S. Chamber of Commerce Honors Business' 
Contribution to Communities
WASHINGTON, D.C.-The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Business Civic Leadership Center (BCLC) has honored five businesses for their outstanding leadership and commitment to their communities at the 2008 Corporate Citizenship Awards Dinner. 

"These awards recognize the commitment by the business community to give back," said BCLC Executive Director Stephen Jordan. "We applaud this year's winners for their leadership and commitment to those in need." 

KPMG, Harris Corporation, Allstate Insurance Company, Coca-Cola China, and Eli Lilly and Company won awards in the following categories:

Corporate Stewardship, Large Business-KPMG's community service initiatives focus on education and bridging workforce readiness gaps. The initiatives help KPMG meet a compelling national and worldwide need, recruit and develop top talent, and strengthen communities. 

Corporate Stewardship, Small/Midsize Business-Harris Corporation has reduced its environmental footprint through water conservation, reductions in emissions, management of hazardous wastes, waste minimization, and redeployment of assets. In the past year, Harris and its employees have donated more than $1.4 million to United Way agencies throughout the United States. 

U.S. Community Service-Allstate and the Allstate Foundation developed a national Teen Safe Driving Program as car crashes are the number one killer of U.S. teens. The company creates awareness of this issue through a driver education curriculum for high school drivers and a parent-teen driving contract. Allstate complements these efforts with campaigns and research mobilizing parents, teens, policy leaders, and health care providers.

International Community Service-Coca-Cola China's "New Village Project" in Hanfeng Village resulted in new roads, a free medical clinic, a culture and recreation center, and improved access to energy resources and clean drinking water. Enhanced farming and energy efficiency capabilities have led to a 21% increase in net income for the village's families.

Partnership Award-Eli Lilly and Company and the International Council of Nurses joined efforts to combat the rising threat of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB). The partnership's activities give nurses the knowledge and tools for detecting, treating, and managing MDR-TB. Millions of people living in high MDR-TB areas benefit from the nurses' training. 

The 9th annual Corporate Citizenship Awards Dinner and presentation took place last night at Washington, D.C.'s National Building Museum. Video and photos are available upon request.

BCLC is a 501(c)(3) affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and is the Chamber's  voice and resource for the social and philanthropic interests of the business community. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the world's largest business federation representing more than 3 million businesses and organizations of every size, sector, and region.

	Henrietta Fore to Lead U.S. Delegation to International Conference on Financing for Development in Qatar


	Washington, D.C. – Henrietta Fore, Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance and Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) will lead the U.S. government delegation to the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus in Doha, Qatar from November 39 – December 2, 2008.  recognizing that the current financial crisis particularly affects the developing countries of the world, the timeliness of this conference is significant.

As mandated by a United Nations resolution, the goals of the conference are to review the progress made and reaffirm the commitments of the 2002 Monterrey Consensus, which developed a framework for financing development in order to achieve sustainable economic growth.

The Monterrey Consensus helped establish a shared vision for development that gives to recipient countries primary responsibility for their own development.  It also recognized the importance of local ownership, accountability and an integrated approach to financing for development, to include not only higher levels of official development assistance, but also other equally important and often financially larger sources of financing, including domestic resources, trade, investment and debt relief.

There have been many notable financing for development successes since the 2002 Mont4rrey Consensus and this conference will encourage best practice discussions.  The conference will also serve as a platform to reaffirm global development assistance commitments and urge both developed and emerging economies to undertake these commitments in order to continue to lift individuals and countries out of poverty.

The U.S. delegation will be made up of senior level representatives from USAID, the U.S. Departments of State, Commerce, Treasury, Health and Human Services, the office of the U.S. Trade Representative, the Millennium Challenge Corporation and the U.S. Embassy in Qatar.  International representation will consist of those from the development and financial communities.

Additionally, as part of the on-going global discussions surrounding the development community, including discussions regarding the current, global financial situation, earlier today, Fore also attended the annual European Development Days forum in Strasbourg, France.  Represented by over 1,200 organizations, this European Common event serves a s a platform for debating the major issues of development cooperation and the launch of new initiatives.

	
	GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

	USAID FUNDING

(check out grants.gov for the most up-to-date information on grant and funding opportunities as information does change)
	Sri Lanka USAID-Colombo - The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) /Sri Lanka is soliciting concept papers under the Partnership for Eastern Economic Revitalization (PEER) activity which focuses on public-private partnerships to foster innovation of the development of micro-enterprises, institutional capacity, and the diffusion of knowledge and information to support agricultural and rural development in Eastern Sri Lanka. The closing date for applicants is December 2, 2008. For more information click here. 
Botswana USAID-Gaborone- The draft RFA for this program was under RFA #656-08-021. The U.S. Agency for International Development Mission to Mozambique (USAID/Mozambique) is issuing this Request for Application (RFA) for two results-oriented projects that are expected to integrate health, HIV/AIDS, water/sanitation, and rural enterprise program components to contribute to an overall objective of strengthening communities in two provinces of Mozambique: Nampula and Zambézia. USAID/Mozambique plans to award one cooperative agreement for each province by January 2009, pending availability of funds. Each cooperative agreement will be awarded for a period of five years and the maximum possible funding, to be divided between the two awards, is $102 million.  As of October 29, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is December 3, 2008.  For more information, click here.
Thailand USAID-Bangkok is currently seeking concept papers from qualified non-governmental organizations capable of designing and implementing model projects that will provide support to people with disabilities in Danang and surrounding areas. Programs and activities could include, but are not limited to enhancing earlier intervention for those who are disabled, providing support to existing rehabilitation clinics and services, expanding access of people with disabilities to essential health and education services, initiating or strengthening community based rehabilitation services and support, improving income generation and employment opportunities, strengthening the capacity of local organizations to provide services, improved community-based information around reducing risk exposure, and surveillance and prevention of disability.  As of August 15, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is Dec 04, 2008.  For more information, click here.
Ethiopia USAID-Addis Ababa- This request for application (RFA) is for a four year Cooperative Agreement designed to support pastoralist areas livelihoods and pastoral policy development in the lowland areas of Somali Region, Oromia and Afar in Ethiopia. The Agreement will be awarded to an implementing partner or consortia of partners. The Goal of this Pastoralist Livelihoods Initiative - Phase II is to improve sustainable livelihoods in Pastoralist areas, and is intended to build upon experiences and contribute toward sustainable development goals. It will support efforts to attain maximum value added from livestock production and sales, livelihoods diversification, and support the development of pastoralist institutions/organizations and pastoralist livelihoods. It will also provide best practice early response to livelihoods protection in an emergency in the program areas, through a "crisis modifier".   As of November 11, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is December 10, 2008.  For more information, click here.
Uganda USAID-Kampala Please note that this is not a request for applications nor comments. The purpose of this synopsis is to provide advance information to the general public and generate interest of potential applicants in this grant opportunity. Issuance of this notice does not obligate USAID to issue an RFA on this subject. Please do not send comments or inquiries to USAID. Any comment or inquiry related this notice will not be responded to until advised otherwise. BACKGROUND: One of the key elements to improving health services in Uganda is strengthening the supply chain management system for health commodities. This includes improved forecasting and quantification of overall country program needs; transparent procurement of the right products in a timely manner; quality assurance of commodities; proper storage and timely distribution to the end user health facilities, and; complete and accurate information at all levels of the supply chain. The current supply chain is long and complex, with many players and many potential points of disruption. Outside the country the supply chain players include manufacturers, procurement agents, transport companies, and customs clearance agents. Within the country, six key entities are responsible for working together to ensure the availability of essential medicines and other health products in the public health system: 1. Ministry of Health (MOH) technical programs are responsible for product selection, forecasting, procurement planning and coordination with donors, and monitoring stock levels within the system; 2. The National Medical Stores (NMS), parastatals, is charged with the efficient and cost effective procurement, storage, processing of orders, and distribution of health commodities to the district level on behalf of the MOH. USAID, and other donors such as UNFPA and the Clinton Foundation, procures and ship products to the country and NMS is paid a fee to store and distribute the commodities to districts. 3. Joint Medical Store (JMS) is private sector organization that procures essential medicines and health supplies; private, NGO and MOH facilities can buy their commodities from JMS (the latter when NMS is stocked out of an item). JMS also serves as a second outlet for some donated products which are provide free to NGO facilities. 4. The National Drug Authority (NDA) is a parastatals that regulates the quality and registration of pharmaceutical and medical commodities imported into Uganda. 5. The fifth ‘entity’ is comprised of the health facilities that order, manage and dispense health commodities, and District Health Offices (DHO) and Health Sub-districts that are responsible for budgeting, planning, monitoring, and processing facility orders to the NMS. 6. Another important player is the Ministry of Finance which is responsible for releasing funds to NMS and the MOH on a timely basis. Despite some success in improving supply chain management over the past 8-10 years, there are still many improvements needed. All of the above players somehow contribute to the problems and there is no short-term silver bullet. Some of the problems can be resolved in the short-term such as improved communications between the parties and better storage infrastructure and inventory management at NMS. Other improvements will take longer, such as removing the regulatory and financial obstacles that currently impede the performance of the NMS. Until the central MOH, in particular, has sufficient money and trained personnel to take on key logistics management functions, USAID and other donor partners will need to continue providing substantial assistance to ensure that key logistics management functions are carried out to avoid total collapse. PROPOSED ACTIVITY: Please find below the results framework that USAID intends to be the basis for this activity for logistics and commodities. USAID intends to avail this grant opportunity for competition, and is in the activity design phase, consulting with ministry and donor stakeholders, and that this information is being shared for informational purposes only. This process may take one to three months. RESULTS FRAMEWORK: Activity Title: Securing Ugandans' Right to Essential Medicines (SURE) Activity Objective: Strengthening Uganda Supply Chain for Essential Health Commodities Result 1: Improved commodity security framework for essential health commodities IR 1.1 GoU demonstrates commitment to improving financing of health commodities IR 1.2 Improved legal and regulatory framework to promote effective and efficient national supply chain Result 2: Improved capacity and performance of Ministry of Health and National Medical Stores in their supply chain management roles and responsibilities IR 2.1 Clarified roles and responsibilities and improved communication within MOH and between MOH and NMS IR 2.2 MOH capacity and performance improved in forecasting, procurement planning, budgeting, management of logistics information, monitoring and evaluation IR 2.3 NMS capacity and performance improved in procurement, warehousing, distribution, customer service, and security IR 2.4 Anti-theft policies, procedures and tools in place and functioning Result 3: Improved capacity and performance of District Health Offices and health facilities in their supply chain management roles and responsibilities IR 3.1 District health office capacity and performance improved in planning, budgeting, procurement, reporting, distribution, monitoring, and securing essential health commodities IR 3.2 Health facility performance improved in quantification, ordering, inventory management, record keeping, reporting, and securing essential health commodities IR 3.3 Stock outs of key health commodities reduced in all target districts Thank you for your interest in USAID programs.  For more information, click here.
Bangladesh USAID-Dhaka is requesting applications to restore livelihoods and provide increased and sustained livelihood opportunities for the cyclone-affected population in southern Bangladesh.  As of August 15, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is January 15, 2009. For more information,  click here. 
USAID is seeking applications for the Develop Grants Program (DGP) Annual Program Statement (APS). The United States Government, through USAID, seeks applications from prospective U.S. Private Voluntary Organizations (US PVOs) to implement development activities in support of USAID programmatic goals in specified countries with USAID Missions. The authority for the DGP is found in Section 674 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008. In support of selected USAID Missions’ priority sectors of Environment, Dairy, Micro enterprise, Women’s Empowerment, Water and Democracy and Governance, the Office of Development Partners in USAID/W is initiating a new program, entitled the Development Grants Program, to provide opportunities for development organizations that have had limited prior funding from USAID. This program provides for a two-step procurement process. The first step is a request for concept papers (RFCP). The second step is the process in which USAID requests organizations with the best concept papers to submit a full application. USAID seeks applications that are based on the comparative advantage U.S. PVOs have in certain technical or geographic areas that would allow them to make effective contributions to the priority development sectors outlined in this APS.  As of August 29, 2008, Concept papers received no later than 5:00 pm Eastern Standard Time on Wednesday, November 5, 2008 will be considered for review. Concept Papers submitted late or after the November 5, 2008 deadline will be reviewed prior to the expiration date of the APS (January 29, 2009). All applications received by the deadline for the APS will be reviewed for responsiveness to the specifications outlined in these guidelines and the application format.  Applications that are incomplete run the risk of not being considered in the review process.  For more information, click here.
USAID invites applications from indigenous Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) interested in the newly established Development Grants Program. The United States Government, through USAID, will seek applications from prospective local NGO partners to implement development activities in support of USAID programmatic goals in specified countries. Selected USAID Missions in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe and Eurasia regions will participate. In support of selected USAID Missions’ priority sectors of Environment, Dairy, Micro enterprise, Women’s Empowerment, Water and Democracy and Governance, the Office of Development Partners in USAID/W is initiating a new program, entitled the Development Grants Program, to provide opportunities to development organizations that have had limited prior funding from USAID. This program provides for a two-step process. The first step is a request for concept papers. The second step is the process in which USAID requests organizations with the best concept papers to submit a full application. USAID seeks applications that are based on the comparative advantage NGOs have in certain technical or geographic areas that would allow them to make effective contributions to the priority development sectors outlined in this APS.   As of August 29, 2008, Concept papers received no later than 5:00 pm Eastern Standard Time on Wednesday, November 5, 2008 will be considered for review. Concept Papers submitted late or after the November 5, 2008 deadline will be reviewed prior to the expiration date of the APS (January 29, 2009).  For more information, click here.
Nigeria USAID-Abuja has posted a cooperative agreement for registered Nigerian indigenous organizations, U.S. and non-U.S. non-governmental organizations (NGO), faith-based organizations (FBO), community-based organizations (CBO), foundations, private organizations affiliated with public academic institutions, parastatals, professional organizations, non-profit organizations, and for-profit organizations willing to forego profit. They are looking for proposals to strengthen civil society to combat HIV/AIDS in Nigeria. As of August 15, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is January 31, 2009.  For more information as well as contact information for the acquisition specialist, click here.
Sudan USAID seeks observation applications covering the entirety of the electoral process, from establishment of the National Election Commission through resolution of post-polling disputes. As of August 15, 2008, the closing date on this announcement is February 16, 2009.  For more information, click here.
 

USAID- The global food crisis has affected households around the world, but has had a particularly harsh impact on the most vulnerable families in developing nations. Vulnerable populations in the Horn of Africa region can be described in three types: pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal farming households. Historically in the Horn region, all of these groups suffer the same repetitive scenario of humanitarian decline due to asset depletion resulting from the continuous man-made and climatic shocks. In general, this decline scenario includes a shock followed by households adopting negative coping mechanisms, such as selling productive assets to meet basic food needs and loss of assets to the effects of drought/flood/disease. USAID/OFDA’s mandate is to save lives, alleviate human suffering, and reduce the social and economic impact of humanitarian emergencies worldwide. In order to achieve this goal, USAID/DCHA/OFDA’s strategy for the HFPCR is to improve local livelihoods as a means to increase household’s resilience to shocks reducing the need for future relief based activities. A. The broad goals of this APS are to: • Stabilize humanitarian indicators in food insecure households through both the provision of humanitarian assistance and activities designed to protect existing household assets; • Strengthen existing developmental programming designed to rebuild livelihoods and household resiliency to shocks through the diversification and creation of household assets; and, • Improve economic opportunities and livelihoods through improved market linkages in support of the agricultural and livestock sectors. USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding two cooperative agreements as a result of this APS, one targeting interventions in Kenya and one targeting interventions in Uganda.  As of October 10, 2008, the closing date on this announcement is April 8, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID-The global food crisis has affected households around the world, but has had a particularly harsh impact on the most vulnerable families in developing nations. Vulnerable populations in the Horn of Africa region can be described in three types: pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal farming households. Historically in the Horn region, all of these groups suffer the same repetitive scenario of humanitarian decline due to asset depletion resulting from the continuous man-made and climatic shocks. In general, this decline scenario includes a shock followed by households adopting negative coping mechanisms, such as selling productive assets to meet basic food needs and loss of assets to the effects of drought/flood/disease. USAID/OFDA’s mandate is to save lives, alleviate human suffering, and reduce the social and economic impact of humanitarian emergencies worldwide. In order to achieve this goal, USAID/DCHA/OFDA’s strategy for the HFPCR is to improve local livelihoods as a means to increase household’s resilience to shocks reducing the need for future relief based activities. A. The broad goals of this APS are to: • Stabilize humanitarian indicators in food insecure households through both the provision of humanitarian assistance and activities designed to protect existing household assets; • Strengthen existing developmental programming designed to rebuild livelihoods and household resiliency to shocks through the diversification and creation of household assets; and, • Improve economic opportunities and livelihoods through improved market linkages in support of the agricultural and livestock sectors. USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding two cooperative agreements as a result of this APS, one targeting interventions in Kenya and one targeting interventions in Uganda.  As of October 9, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is April 4, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding multiple cooperative agreements as a result of this APS, targeting interventions in specific zones within Oromiya, Somali, and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples regions in Ethiopia. The global food crisis has affected households around the world, but has had a particularly harsh impact on the most vulnerable families in developing nations. Vulnerable populations in the Horn of Africa region can be described in three types: pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal farming households. OFDA is seeking to adopt new approaches to providing assistance that, where possible, will address the root causes of food insecurity, rather than continually providing inputs to poor households each year at higher and higher costs. The broad goals of this APS for Ethiopia are to: • Stabilize humanitarian indicators in food insecure households through humanitarian assistance activities designed to protect existing household assets; • Rebuild livelihoods and household resiliency to shocks through the diversification and creation of household assets; and, • Improve economic opportunities through improved market linkages in support of the predominate agricultural and livestock sectors.  As of October 29, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is April 27, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Malawi USAID-Lilongwe- The purpose of the APS is to publicize the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) plans to fund a limited number of programs through the USAID/Malawi’s Economic Growth Functional Objective of improving conditions in biologically significant areas through community based natural resource management. The overall objective is to support Malawi’s rural poor in transforming management and protection of their natural resources and biologically significant areas from practices that degrade, to approaches that revitalize and protect these important areas for the good of the society and future generations. Pending the availability of funding, USAID/Malawi anticipates awarding one or two grants or cooperative agreements to fund applications submitted in response to this APS. Each agreement will run from approximately May, 2009 until September, 2012. The total amount available for funding is $10,000,000 (ten million dollars). If two agreements are awarded; one agreement will receive a maximum individual amount of $7,000,000 (seven million dollars) and a second with a minimum of $1,000,000 (one million dollars) and a maximum of $3,000,000 (three million dollars). USAID reserves the right to fund one or more or none of the applications which may be submitted. Out of an estimated $10 million total award, USAID is planning an initial funding of approximately $955,000 for the programs for fiscal year 2009. The projects will be funded primarily through Biodiversity funding though will be supplemented with Agriculture funding pending future budget levels. Upon satisfactory evaluation of the projects at the end of the funding period, USAID/Malawi may make a determination to extend the project agreement(s) by a further 2 (two) years.  As of October 27, 2008 the closing date for this announcement is April 30, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Malawi USAID-Lilongwe The purpose of the APS is to publicize the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) plans to fund a limited number of programs through the USAID/Malawi’s Economic Growth Functional Objective of improving conditions in biologically significant areas through community based natural resource management. The overall objective is to support Malawi’s rural poor in transforming management and protection of their natural resources and biologically significant areas from practices that degrade, to approaches that revitalize and protect these important areas for the good of the society and future generations. Pending the availability of funding, USAID/Malawi anticipates awarding one or two grants or cooperative agreements to fund applications submitted in response to this APS. Each agreement will run from approximately May, 2009 until September, 2012. The total amount available for funding is $10,000,000 (ten million dollars). If two agreements are awarded; one agreement will receive a maximum individual amount of $7,000,000 (seven million dollars) and a second with a minimum of $1,000,000 (one million dollars) and a maximum of $3,000,000 (three million dollars). USAID reserves the right to fund one or more or none of the applications which may be submitted. Out of an estimated $10 million total award, USAID is planning an initial funding of approximately $955,000 for the programs for fiscal year 2009. The projects will be funded primarily through Biodiversity funding though will be supplemented with Agriculture funding pending future budget levels. Upon satisfactory evaluation of the projects at the end of the funding period, USAID/Malawi may make a determination to extend the project agreement(s) by a further 2 (two) years.  As of October 29, 2008 the closing date for this announcement is April 30, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Kazakhstan USAID-Almaty This USAID/Central Asian Republics (CAR) Annual Program Statement (APS) solicits applications from prospective partners to implement maternal and child health activities in Tajikistan. USAID expects that the total level of funding available under this APS for activities in Tajikistan would be up to $3.5 million. Based on these figures, funding requests are expected to range from a minimum of $200,000 up to a maximum of $3.5 million (if activities are proposed to cover all program objectives), for expenditure over a period of up to five years. Funding will not exceed $700,000 per year; awards for projects of more than one year will be funded incrementally. All awards are subject to the availability of funding.  As of August 15, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is June 24, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID is seeking applications from eligible institution as described in Section A.1.e., that promote democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in Iran. Applications should advance one or more of the following objectives: strengthening civil society organization and advocacy; increasing awareness of and strengthening the rule of law; and expanding freedom of information. USAID intends to make several awards under this APS for a total of up to $20 million. Applicants can request $100,000 to $3,000,000 for expenditure for a maximum of two years. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis and all applications must be submitted by June 30, 2009. USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted. As of August 15, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is June 30, 2009. For more information, click here.


	U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT FUNDING

(check out grants.gov for the most up-to-date information on grant and funding opportunities as information does change)

	Employment and Training Administration- The Employment and Training Administration (ETA), U.S. Department of Labor (DOL), announces the availability of approximately $125 million in grant funds for Community-Based Job Training Grants. Community-Based Job Training Grants will be awarded through a competitive process to support workforce training for high-growth/high-demand industries through the national system of community and technical colleges. Funds will be awarded to individual community and technical colleges, community college districts, state community college systems, and One-Stop Career Centers to support or engage in a combination of capacity building and training activities for the purpose of building the capacity of community colleges to train individuals for careers in high-growth/high-demand industries in the local and/or regional economies. This Solicitation contains an exception for rural areas and other communities that are educationally underserved due to their lack of access to community or technical colleges. In awarding Community-Based Job Training Grants, every effort will be made to fairly distribute grants across rural and urban areas and across the different geographic regions of the United States. It is anticipated that individual awards will range from $500,000 to $2 million.  As of October 10, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is November 24, 2008.  The closing date for receipt of applications under this announcement is November 24, 2008. Applications must be received at the address below no later than 4:00 p.m. (Eastern Time). Application and submission information is explained in detail in Part IV of this SGA.  For more information, click here.
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affair- Federal Agency Name: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Funding Opportunity Title: Culture of Lawfulness Program (Mexico and Panama) Announcement Type: Initial Announcement Funding Opportunity Number: INL 09-CA-01 CFDA Number: 00-0000 Dates: • Full proposals dated no later than December 1, 2008. • Anticipated Award Date: January 1, 2009 Executive Summary: • The United States Government, represented by the Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement (INL) at the Department of State, is seeking proposals from qualified U.S. Organizations and with the requisite capability and experience to conduct a program in civic education on crime and corruption for up to two years in accordance with this Request for Application (RFA). The amount of funding depends on budget availability for individual country programs. • Applicants must have a demonstrated expertise in one or more of the subject areas such as civic education, culture of lawfulness programs, anti-corruption or anticrime programs, as well as the ability to develop and implement a program. • Eligibility is limited to non-Federal agencies and organizations, and is encouraged with the objective of developing a strong partnership with the state/local law enforcement community. Non-law enforcement applicants are urged to seek collaboration with state and local law enforcement institutions, crisis centers and other relevant NGOs. Experience of U.S. trainers related to crime and corruption is required. Universities and non-profit organizations are included among entities eligible for funding under this announcement. Direct funding for non-U.S. institutions is not available under this announcement.  As of October 28, 2008 the closing date of this announcement is December 1, 2008.  For more information, click here.
Office of Export Control Cooperation-  ISN/ECC is the U.S. Government’s Executive Agent for the Export Control and Related Border Security (EXBS) program. EXBS is part of the U.S. Government’s response to United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1540, assisting foreign governments with implementing effective export control systems to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), their delivery systems, related materials, advanced conventional weapons, and dual-use items. Under this RFA, eligible entities are asked to submit proposals to provide Government of Oman (GOO) strategic trade control officials (and relevant legislative officials) with basic knowledge and reference resources necessary for eventually drafting an effective export control law and implementing regulations. The three-day training event should impart a legal framework and overview of the regulatory process for creating an effective export control system consistent with the policies and practices of the multilateral nonproliferation regimes. The Grantee shall emphasize the critical elements of jurisdiction, control lists, licensing, recordkeeping, violations and penalties, enforcement, interagency coordination, and industry participation. The workshop should draw on successful export control systems around the world and identify the steps needed to draft an export control law for Oman. The workshop should also discuss the purpose and content of implementing regulations and provide “best practices” and examples of how to craft regulations in an efficient manner to comply with international strategic trade control regimes. To receive a complete RFA package, please contact Grants Officer Gerald Guilbert at: GuilbertGL@state.gov. To be eligible for award, applications must be received no later than December 5, 2008.  For more information, click here.
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor-  The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL) announces a Request for Proposals from organizations interested in submitting proposals for projects that promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law for countries in Africa (Sudan, Nigeria, Chad and Zimbabwe), Europe (Belarus), the Near East (Saudi Arabia and Syria), South and Central Asia (Nepal and Sri Lanka), and the Western Hemisphere (Bolivia, Nicaragua, and Venezuela).  As of November 10, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is December 11, 2008.  For more information, click here.
Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs- The Office of Citizen Exchanges, Youth Programs Division, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition for Youth Leadership Programs supporting exchanges with Algeria, the Philippines, or Serbia. Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c)(3) may submit separate proposals for grants that will support youth and adult participants from one of these three countries in a U.S.-based exchange program that explores civic education, leadership development, respect for diversity, and community activism. The program will conclude with follow-on activities in the participants’ home countries in which they apply the knowledge and skills acquired during the exchange experience.  As of November 17, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is January 9, 2009.  For more information, click here.
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