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	APRIL 13, 2009

	Letter from the Director

Dear Newsletter Recipients,
Last Friday the CFBCI hosted another informative conference call on USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad Program.  We will be posting the minutes from that call later this week.  These conference calls provide a chance for you to learn more about USAID programs from the experts themselves.  It also offers you the opportunity to ask questions and receive answers from the source.

Our next conference call will be focused on Microenterprise Development- don’t miss out on this opportunity!

President Obama also named additional members of the Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.  Find out who they are under “Articles of Interest.”
Warmest regards,

Mauricio
 

Mauricio Vera
Acting Director, Center for Faith Based & Community Initiatives 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

U.S. Department of State 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Washington, DC  20523 

HUFBCI@usaid.govU
HUFU
	   AT A GLANCE

Upcoming Events and other Resources……… USAID and Microenterprise Development Conference Call
Articles of Interest………………….President Obama Announces Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships Advisory Council
Helpful Tools & Information……….2009 International Food Aid Conference Remarks by Dirk Dijkerman
Acting Assistant Administrator, USAID ASHA Conference Call, FrontLines: April 2009 Edition
Grant Opportunities……… USAID and U.S. Department of State (NEW! Opportunities this week under USAID and the State Department)
If you would like to sign up to receive this newsletter from the USAID Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives please HUclick here.U
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) provides this newsletter service to further engage and enhance cooperation with the international development community. The listing of events, meetings or organizations in this newsletter do not constitute support or endorsement of any specific ideas, concepts or organizations by the United States Agency for International Development or the United States Government.

	
	UPCOMING EVENTS & Other resources

	USAID and Microenterprise Development

Conference Call
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Repayment Time at a Crecer Village 
Bank Outside of El Alto, Bolivia
Date: 4/21/09

Time: 11:00 AM-12:00 PM EST
International Dial-in #: (816) 650-7866 


Domestic Dial-in #: (866) 306-0035
Conference ID: 94918439
NOTE: In order to join this conference call, all speakers and participants will be required to provide the Conference ID Number listed above.
	USAID has been working over the past three decades to expand opportunities for hundreds of millions of people who rely on microenterprises in the informal sector for their livelihoods.  USAID has invested in hundreds of private microenterprise development organizations around the world-- organizations that are reshaping financial and business service markets to better serve the poor.   Extending improved and expanded services enables entrepreneurs to gain access to a variety of sources of capital, information, inputs, technologies and markets.  By linking to these resources, poor entrepreneurs will be better able to seize opportunities they have not had in the past, and to create better lives for themselves and their families. 
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Rural markets provide income 
to family operated microenterprises

To learn more about USAID’s efforts in microenterprise join us for this conference call and check out their website by clicking here.


	
	ARTICLES OF INTEREST

	President Obama Announces Additional Members of Advisory Council for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships
	washington – President Barack Obama today announced additional members of the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.  The Advisory Council is part of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships and is composed of religious and secular leaders and scholars from different backgrounds.

To see the entire list of the Advisory Council Members, click here.

	
	Helpful Tools & Information

	Remarks by Dirk Dijkerman
Acting Assistant Administrator,
Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance
2009 International Food Aid Conference

Century Ballroom, Westin Crown Center Hotel

Kansas City, MO

April 7, 2009
To read the Acting Assistant Administrator’s remarks in their entirety, click here.

	Thank you very much. It is an honor to be here at the 11th annual International Food Aid Conference. Our partners and colleagues here today continue the important U.S. tradition of collectively being the world's top provider of food aid -- and a concrete example of American generosity -- a role we are and should be proud of. Ours is a collaborative effort involving food producers, processors and shippers, as well as representatives of government, private voluntary organizations, trade associations and the United Nations. It takes all of us to meet the pressing and growing demand to assist millions of people around the world who suffer from chronic hunger.

Together we faced unprecedented challenges and needs in 2008. The food price crisis brought 40 million more people into the ranks of the hungry last year, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization. More than 1 billion people worldwide now live with chronic hunger. 

What caused the food price crisis? It was an explosive collision of at least factors

1. Increases in fuel and transportation costs, as well as higher prices for fertilizers; 

2. Historically low world grain stocks; 

3. Two years of poor harvests in exporting countries; 

4. New export controls as countries tried to meet domestic needs first; 5. Increased demand for meat and other food products in countries such as China and India, where incomes are improving and diets changing; and 6. Underlying decline in investments that could grow the agriculture sector in many developing countries. 

Because of this food price crisis, unrest erupted in more than 30 countries on four continents in 2007 and 2008. Tragically, a number of deaths resulted in countries such as Haiti and Somalia, and in some places there were violent clashes between citizens and security forces. These events showed how high the stakes are when so many people worldwide are unable to produce or purchase sufficient food. While global food prices have eased in recent months, they still remain high in many developing countries. The global financial crisis has only compounded the problem, further depressing agricultural investments and incomes of the poor.



	USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad Program Conference Call
Friday, April 10, 2009
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	The Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives hosted a conference call with Mauricio Vera, the Acting Director of the CFBCI, and George Like, Division Chief of USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad Program (ASHA) on Friday, April 10, 2009.   

The objectives of the ASHA program are to strengthen self-sustaining schools, libraries and medical centers that best demonstrate American ideas and practices abroad. ASHA grants are awarded to assist in capital improvements such as building or renovation of facilities and procurement of scientific, medical and educational equipment. Since the inception of the program, ASHA has assisted 237 institutions in over 70 countries, thus positively impacting the regions where these institutions are located.  
Please look for minutes from last week’s call on CFBCI website CFBCI website in the following days.

	FrontLines

April 2009
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	USAID FrontLines

April 2009

Contents

Front Page

· World Forum Seeks Solutions to Impending Water Crisis 

Inside Development/Dialogue

· After Fattening, Moroccan Sheep Sell Direct to Supermarkets 

Global Developments  
· Independent Polls and Monitors Reassure Ghana Voters 

The Regions 

· USAID, Peace Corps Help Kenyan Women Leave Risky Work Behind 

Focus On Ethiopia

· High-End Ethiopian Handbags Enter Global Leather Market 

· Ethiopian Burial Societies Join Fight Against HIV/AIDS 

In-House News 

· Iraqis Prepare to Ease Trade Obstacles to Join WTO 

· Guide Offers Tips to Strengthen Local Media 
Check out the entire April edition of FrontLines online!

	
	GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

	USAID FUNDING

(check out grants.gov for the most up-to-date information on grant and funding opportunities as information does change)
Funding Opportunities Glossary:

Annual Program Statement (APS)-

· An APS is used to generate competition for activities that are complementary to USAID’s strategic objectives.  They originate from USAID offices and missions around the world and solicit creative approaches and programs that will accomplish defined objectives. 
Request for Applications (RFA)-

· RFAs invite interested parties to submit competitive applications for USAID assistance, explaining what the application should contain, how it should be written, and the evaluation criteria to be used. 


	USAID- The United States Government, represented by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Bureau for Africa (AFR), is seeking applications from qualified Applicants for funding of a three year Cooperative Agreement for the implementation of the American Educators for Africa (AEFA) project.  As of March 16, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID- USAID/Vietnam is making a special call for the submission of concept papers related to the USG development Assistance Objective (AO) Investing in People, with a focus on higher education and work force skills development. Under USAID’s proven approach to strategic public-private partnerships for achieving mutually shared interests, and leveraging individual partner's strengths and resources, USAID/Vietnam intends to launch in early FY2010, a medium-to long-term initiative in higher and skills-based education. As envisioned, the specific objective of this initiative is to improve the quality and relevance of Vietnam's education, to the extent practicable, for disadvantaged youth.  As of February 24, 2009, the closing date for this announcement is April 15, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Abuja- USAID/Nigeria plans to implement a 5-year family planning, reproductive health, and maternal and child health (MCH/FP/RH) program through a Cooperative Agreement whose overall primary objective is to increase the use of selected high impact interventions in the two selected target Nigerian states, potentially Bauchi and Zamfara, through public sector health services. A strongly associated sub-objective is to draw on the program investments in these two states to develop evidence and experience that will inform and improve policies, programs, and resource allocation in other states and in Nigeria as a whole.  As of March 5, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 20, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Kigali-  The goal of the Social Services for Vulnerable Populations Project is to reduce the risk and impact of HIV/AIDS and other health conditions on most vulnerable populations in Rwanda, especially people living with HIV/AIDS (PLHA), orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) and their families. The project builds upon USAID support to the Government of Rwanda (GOR) to support these vulnerable populations to access health and social services that enable them to live productive lives. The project will work in the health areas of HIV/AIDS care, prevention and treatment, family planning/reproductive health (FP/RH), maternal/neonatal/child health (MNCH), child survival (CS), malaria and nutrition. In addition to linking PLHA, OVC and other vulnerable families to basic health care, it will also link with support services that mitigate the impact of HIV disease, including services that promote or support education, economic empowerment, and legal protection.  As of March 30, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 20, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID/Kampala-  This is a limited competition, under which only local and regional (indigenous) non-governmental organizations, large or small commercial (for profit) firms, faith-based, and non-profit organizations, either individually or in partnerships or consortia, from Uganda and East African Region, are eligible to compete. The overall objective of this program is to assist the Government of Uganda to implement a program to increase access to, coverage of and utilization of quality HIV counseling and testing (HCT) services to the private sector, including civil society and district health facilities with emphasis on health centre (H/C) IIIs, health centre (H/C) IIs, and their respective communities in 22 districts in Uganda.  As of March 20, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 24, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID-USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding multiple cooperative agreements as a result of this Annual Program Statement (APS), targeting interventions in specific zones within Oromiya, Somali, and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples regions in Ethiopia. The global food crisis has affected households around the world, but has had a particularly harsh impact on the most vulnerable families in developing nations. Vulnerable populations in the Horn of Africa region can be described in three types: pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal farming households. OFDA is seeking to adopt new approaches to providing assistance that, where possible, will address the root causes of food insecurity, rather than continually providing inputs to poor households each year at higher and higher costs. The broad goals of this APS for Ethiopia are to: • Stabilize humanitarian indicators in food insecure households through humanitarian assistance activities designed to protect existing household assets; • Rebuild livelihoods and household resiliency to shocks through the diversification and creation of household assets; and, • Improve economic opportunities through improved market linkages in support of the predominate agricultural and livestock sectors.  As of February 2, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 27, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Lilongwe- The purpose of the APS is to publicize the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) plans to fund a limited number of programs through the USAID/Malawi’s Economic Growth Functional Objective of improving conditions in biologically significant areas through community based natural resource management. The overall objective is to support Malawi’s rural poor in transforming management and protection of their natural resources and biologically significant areas from practices that degrade, to approaches that revitalize and protect these important areas for the good of the society and future generations. Pending the availability of funding, USAID/Malawi anticipates awarding one or two grants or cooperative agreements to fund applications submitted in response to this APS. Each agreement will run from approximately May, 2009 until September, 2012. The total amount available for funding is $10,000,000 (ten million dollars). If two agreements are awarded; one agreement will receive a maximum individual amount of $7,000,000 (seven million dollars) and a second with a minimum of $1,000,000 (one million dollars) and a maximum of $3,000,000 (three million dollars). USAID reserves the right to fund one or more or none of the applications which may be submitted. Out of an estimated $10 million total award, USAID is planning an initial funding of approximately $955,000 for the programs for fiscal year 2009. The projects will be funded primarily through Biodiversity funding though will be supplemented with Agriculture funding pending future budget levels. Upon satisfactory evaluation of the projects at the end of the funding period, USAID/Malawi may make a determination to extend the project agreement(s) by a further 2 (two) years.  As of February 2, 2009 the closing date for this announcement is April 30, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Dar es Salaam-  The purpose of this Request for Applications (RFA) is to enable USAID/Tanzania to support the Government of Tanzania in achieving and maintaining the goal of Universal Coverage with long lasting insecticide treated bed nets (LLINs) for Tanzania, including Zanzibar, starting in one or more regions. This RFA contains two parts: 1. Part A, requesting services for achieving Universal Coverage starting in one region in Tanzania. One or more of the following services may be included: a). LLIN procurement b). LLIN/voucher logistics c). Training in registration and delivery of LLINs d). Behavior Change Communication promoting LLIN use 2. Part B, requesting services in conducting a LLIN ‘hang-up’ campaign in five regions in Tanzania. As these activities are scheduled to start May 25th, 2009, applicants should plan their applications in such a way that field work can start immediately. USAID will award a maximum of two competitively awarded cooperative agreements with locally-represented NGOs (or consortium of NGOs) to manage these activities across the interventions.  As of March 31, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 30, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID/Tbilisi - USAID/Caucasus aims to foster a more pluralistic and higher quality exchange of ideas and to promote more active engagement of Georgian citizens in public policy discussions. It will do this through the “Improved Public Policy Discourse” request for applications (RFA) by supporting one or more competitively awarded cooperative agreements to International and/or Georgian NGOs. Projects will enhance dialogue between the government and civil society through facilitating the engagement of think tanks, the media and other nongovernmental institutions in conducting issue-based analysis and sharing information and approaches with the Government of Georgia and in the public space.  As of April 6, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is May 4, 2009.  For more information, click here.
NEW! USAID - The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Bureau for Global Health, Office of Health, Infectious Disease and Nutrition (GH/HIDN) is seeking applications from U.S. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Non-U.S. Non-Governmental Organizations (see Section III.B, Eligible Countries) engaged in international health and development, to implement activities under the Long-Lasting Insecticide Treated Net (LLIN) RFA.  The activity outlined in this RFA is aligned with USAID’s Foreign Assistance Framework and will contribute to the Health Program Area of the Investing in People Objective. As such, the project in its entirety will support the Malaria Program Element, Sub-Element: 3.1.3.2, “Insecticide-Treated Nets to Prevent Malaria”. It is anticipated that PMI-designated priority countries will be a significant source of mission buy-in and funding for this agreement. However, any USAID operating unit (field missions, bureaus, etc) with malaria control programs will be encouraged to participate in this activity. The new award will build on previous and on-going USG investments, including those made under the PMI, the NetMark Project, as well as investments by other partners. The agreement will be a five-year competitively awarded Cooperative Agreement to begin in FY 2009. The project will be funded with a combination of core and field support funding. This agreement will be authorized to accept all types of USAID funding as long as the use is consistent with the scope of this award and USAID’s malaria control objectives.  As of April 8, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 28, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID/Almaty - This USAID/Central Asian Republics (CAR) Annual Program Statement (APS) solicits applications from prospective partners to implement maternal and child health activities in Tajikistan. USAID expects that the total level of funding available under this APS for activities in Tajikistan would be up to $3.5 million. Based on these figures, funding requests are expected to range from a minimum of $200,000 up to a maximum of $3.5 million (if activities are proposed to cover all program objectives), for expenditure over a period of up to five years. Funding will not exceed $700,000 per year; awards for projects of more than one year will be funded incrementally. All awards are subject to the availability of funding.  As of August 15, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is June 24, 2009.  For more information, Hclick here.
USAID-The USAID/Washington/Middle East Bureau 2008 Annual Program Statement (APS) is seeking applications from eligible institution as described in Section A.1.e., that promote democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in Iran. Applications should advance one or more of the following objectives: strengthening civil society organization and advocacy; increasing awareness of and strengthening the rule of law; and expanding freedom of information. USAID intends to make several awards under this APS for a total of up to $20 million. Applicants can request $100,000 to $3,000,000 for expenditure for a maximum of two years. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis and all applications must be submitted by June 30, 2009. USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted. As of August 15, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is June 30, 2009. For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID-ODP Annual Program Statement-There is no dollar value limit or minimum for individual proposals or for cumulative awards made under this APS. However, as a reference, past USAID funding awards have ranged between $50,000 and $10,000,000. The actual number of awards under this APS is subject to the availability of funds and the interests and requirements of missions/WOUs as well as viability of proposals received. Do not post applications in Grants.gov.  All applications and specific questions should be submitted directly to the mission.  Contact information for the missions is located in the attached Annual Program Statement.   As of December 2, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is September 30, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Manila- The Mission of the United States Agency for International Development in the Philippines (USAID/Philippines) invites applications from U.S. or non-U.S. organizations (including Philippines) non-profit or for profit entities to implement “Conservation of Biodiversity and Management of Natural Resources” activities as described in this Annual Program Statement (APS) under grants or cooperative agreements.  As of February 3, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is October 1, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! USAID/Dar es Salaam - The purpose of this Annual Program Statement (APS) is to disseminate information about USAID/Tanzania’s Foreign Assistance Framework, Objective: Economic Growth (EG), and to provide prospective grantees with an opportunity to develop and submit applications for a maximum of 4-year funding. This APS describes the program and the application process, including criteria for evaluating applications. The APS also provides information on administration of awards and point of contact.  As of April 10, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is October 10, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID- Global Food Security Response: Africa Action Plan, The purpose of this Annual Program Statement (APS) is to publish information about the intention of USAID’s Bureau for Africa to fund proposals to contribute to the objectives of the Global Food Security Response through forming public-private and/or private-private alliances to support the development of effective staple food value-chains in West Africa. This APS provides prospective recipients with an opportunity to develop and submit applications for U.S. Agency of International Development (USAID) funding in the area of Economic Growth focused on increasing food security. This APS describes the strategy, the APS application process, the criteria for evaluating applications, and information on administration of awards and point of contract.  As of February 26, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is October 31, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! USAID – The purpose of this APS is to disseminate information to prospective applicants so they may develop and submit applications for USAID funding.  USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding multiple cooperative agreements and/or grants as a result of this APS, targeting humanitarian interventions that facilitate and anchor returnees and also maintaining emergency support for displaced and vulnerable communities with special concern for, but not limited to war widows, women and children, and disabled civilians.  This APS: (1) provides background on ongoing emergency needs in Iraq as well as the types of interventions that could encourage returns and maintain support for the displaced; (2) identifies the types of activities for which applications will be considered; (3) explains the criteria for evaluating applications; (4) describes the level of funding available and the process and requirements for submitting applications; and (5) refers prospective applicants to relevant documentation which is available on the Internet.  As of April 13, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is December 13, 2009.  For more information, click here.
USAID- The purpose of this Annual Program Statement (APS) is to disseminate information about the United States Agency for International Development(USAID) African Urban Poor Improved Water Supply and Sanitation Program (AUP-IWS) APS. USAID anticipates awarding a maximum of three assistance instruments from applications submitted in response to this APS during the first initial round. It is anticipated that grants will be funded for amounts between $1,500,000 and $4,500,000 for the life of proposed projects.  As of March 13, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is February 8, 2010.  For more information, HUclick here.U

	U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT FUNDING

(check out grants.gov for the most up-to-date information on grant and funding opportunities as information does change)

Funding Opportunities Glossary:

Overseas Processing Entity (OPE)-

An entity funded by the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration's (PRM's) Admissions Office to prepare the paperwork on individual refugee cases prior to interview by the Department of Homeland Security's United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (DHS/USCIS). Once approved by DHS, an OPE helps the refugee complete processing by requesting a sponsorship assurance from a resettlement agency in the U.S.; scheduling the refugee for a medical examination; ensuring a security name check has been done; arranging travel through the International Organization for Migration (IOM), etc.

	Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor- The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL) announces a Request for Proposals from organizations interested in submitting proposals for projects that promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Afghanistan.  As of March 23, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Intelligence and Research- The Department of State, Bureau of Intelligence and Research, Office of Outreach, invites organizations with substantial and wide-reaching experience in administering research and training programs to serve as intermediaries conducting nationwide competitive programs for U.S. scholars, students and institutions pertaining to advanced research and language training on the countries of Eastern Europe and Eurasia. U.S.-based public and private nonprofit organizations and educational institutions may submit proposals to carry out Title VIII-funded programs that 1) support and sustain American expertise on the countries of Eastern Europe and Eurasia 2) bring American expertise to the service of the U.S. Government, and 3) further U.S. foreign assistance and policy goals. An explicit connection must be made to U.S. policy, the maintenance of U.S. knowledge and expertise, and national capability. This program also works to support outreach and build relationships with the academic community. Intelligence Community analysts and DOS policy staff can benefit from engagement with outside elements to explore new ideas and perspectives and create new knowledge and research. The grants will be awarded through an open, merit-based competition. Grantee organizations will then conduct competitions for students, scholars, and specialists. The purpose of this request for proposals is to inform potential applicant organizations of programmatic, procedural and funding information for the fiscal year 2009 Title VIII grants competition.  As of February 12, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration-Limited funding is available to support NGOs working in three Burmese refugee camps in Thailand: Umpiem Mai, Nu Po, and Ban Don Yang. Proposed activities should focus on all of the following: 1) Improving or maintaining access to quality health care services, with a particular emphasis on the health and nutritional needs of children under 5 and pregnant and lactating women; 2) Maintaining or improving camp water and sanitation and other infrastructure; 3) Improving the quality of life of refugee populations by addressing their psychosocial needs and developing income-generating activities, with an emphasis on the development of skills and vocational training to achieve a measure of self-sufficiency and a reasonable livelihood; and 4) Strengthening the community’s capacity to respond to the health, psychosocial, safety and justice needs of survivors of gender-based violence (GBV). PRM will accept proposals from any NGO working within the above mentioned sectors although, given our budgetary constraints.  As of March 12, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 15, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration - PRM is hereby soliciting proposals for humanitarian projects benefiting Iraqi refugees in Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and other countries with a sizable Iraqi refugee population. PRM will consider proposals from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with proven track records in implementing refugee assistance programs. Higher consideration will be given to organizations that have well-established operations in the country (or countries) of program activity. NGOs submitting proposals should pay close attention to the guidelines and policy priorities identified in this announcement and the FY 2009 General PRM NGO Guidelines. PRM’s FY 2009 priority sectors for NGO programs assisting Iraqi refugees are: Health care; Psychosocial programs and/or mental health programs providing therapy for depression and anxiety; Humanitarian assistance and protection; Education; Vocational training or livelihoods programs linked to current and/or future job opportunities inside Iraq; Skills building or maintenance programs; Family and community focused programs to combat and respond to gender-based violence and exploitation, and labor exploitation; and Case management programs aimed at addressing the interrelated assistance and protection needs of vulnerable beneficiaries through providing services and referral networks.  As of March 17, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 23, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs -  The Educational Information and Resources Branch in the Office of Global Educational Programs of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) announces an open competition for up to five assistance awards to administer components of the Office’s EducationUSA Advising Coordination and Support Program in Fiscal Year 2010. Public and private non-profit organizations or consortia of eligible organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) may submit proposals to cooperate with the Bureau in the administration of the EducationUSA Advising Coordination and Support Program as noted below. To facilitate effective communication between ECA’s Educational Information and Resources Branch (ECA/A/S/A) and the organizations cooperating on this program, award recipients must have a Washington, D.C. presence. Applicants who do not currently have a Washington, D.C. presence must include in their proposals a detailed plan for establishing such a presence by October 1, 2009. The costs related to establishing such a presence must be borne by the award recipient. No such costs may be included in the budget submission in this proposal. The award recipient must have e-mail capability, access to Internet resources, and the ability to exchange data electronically with all partners involved in the EducationUSA Advising Coordination and Support Program.  As of February 23, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 24, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- Limited funding is available to support NGOs working in Afghanistan to support refugee repatriation and reintegration. PRM will consider proposals from NGOs with proven track records in implementing refugee and returnee assistance programs. Higher consideration will be given to organizations that have well-established operations in Afghanistan. PRM generally supports activities in the areas of: sustainable livelihoods (programs that can match returnees with job opportunities or improve household income will be given higher consideration than those which focus solely on vocational training); basic and maternal/child healthcare, combined with capacity building or sustainability measures such as health care worker training and provision of supplies and equipment; primary school construction or rehabilitation, combined with capacity building or sustainability measures such as teacher training and provision of materials and equipment; shelter construction for returnees to their places of origin or at Land Allocation Scheme (LAS) sites; prevention of and response to gender-based violence (GBV); water and sanitation systems creation, rehabilitation, and repair, especially if in conjunction with previously mentioned livelihoods, education, and/or shelter programs.  As of April 1, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 30, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- PRM will prioritize currently available funding for proposed NGO activities that best meet the Bureau’s priorities in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Yemen as identified below: (1) While PRM encourages activities that include the local host population, NGOs should concentrate on care/maintenance activities for refugees. At least 50% of beneficiaries must be refugees. Proposals may focus on protection, health, water, sanitation, shelter, education, community services, psychosocial support, gender based violence, and livelihoods development and training. (2) PRM will accept proposals from any NGO working within the above mentioned sectors although, given our budgetary constraints.  As of March 9, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 5, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- Limited funding is available to support NGO projects in the Caucasus benefiting underserved or vulnerable IDP and refugee populations in Russia (North Caucasus), Armenia, and Azerbaijan. Proposed activities should deliver life-sustaining services to the underserved or have an enduring impact on the most vulnerable elements of these displaced populations. Examples of such projects include shelter or school/kindergarten rehabilitation or construction, permanent water delivery systems, acculturation and livelihood support, education, delivery of psycho-social services.  As of April 1, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is May 5, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs- The Office of Citizen Exchanges, Youth Programs Division, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition for two Youth Leadership Programs, one for 21 exchange participants from three countries in South Asia (Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives) and one for 50-60 participants from countries in Southeast Asia that are members of the Association of South East Asian Nations (Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam). Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c)(3) may submit proposals to conduct 25-day U.S.-based exchanges program for high school students and teachers from one of these regions. The activities will focus on civic education, leadership, diversity, and community activism, which will prepare participants to conduct projects at home that serve a community need.  As of March 27, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 7, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs - The Cultural Programs Division of the Office of Citizen Exchanges in the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition for two Cooperative Agreements to support programs for short residency and training programs in the United States for emerging and midcareer documentary filmmakers from around the world and museum specialists from Iraq. The Bureau anticipates that approximately $900,000 will be available to support this competition. Grantees will design, develop, and implement 30-60 day programs in the United States for the selected participants, individually or in small groups. Each program should be built around a residency experience, which may be supplemented by other program elements designed to enhance and expand upon the activities of the residency.  As of April 8, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 12, 2009.  For more information, click here.
NEW! Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration - Limited funding is available NGO Programs in Sudan Benefiting Southern Sudanese Refugees, Refugee Returnees and Receiving Communities. Current Funding Priorities for Southern Sudan: (1) Proposed activities should support Sudanese refugee reintegration via programs in return communities in Jonglei State, Eastern Equatoria State, and Upper Nile State of southern Sudan. PRM will consider reintegration activities in the following areas: health, primary education, water/sanitation, mine awareness education, gender-based violence (GBV) prevention and response, and livelihoods training and establishment. PRM will not support NGO projects in FY09 that focus on information campaigns, civic education projects, “go and see” visits or other activities to prepare refugees in countries of asylum for returns.  As of April 13, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 13, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- Limited funding is available to support NGOs assisting refugees in Tanzania and working with refugee returnees in Burundi and the DRC For Tanzania proposals should focus exclusively on life-saving basic assistance in the remaining refugee camps in western Tanzania. At least 80% of beneficiaries must be refugees. Proposals should focus on health, water and sanitation, and gender based violence (GBV). For Burundi and the DRC proposed activities should support the repatriation and reintegration of Burundi and DRC refugees. Priority sectors include: shelter, health/mental health, water/sanitation, livelihood promotion, primary education, and gender-based violence prevention and response. Proposals should target priority sectors as identified in collaboration with UNHCR, local authorities, and returnees themselves.  As of March 26, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 13, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- The purpose of OPE Bangkok is to provide refugee processing services in support of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program in East Asia using the Worldwide Refugee Admissions Processing System (WRAPS) and in accordance with procedures established by the Bureau, as needs arise, in the following countries: Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The Bureau intends to award a single Cooperative Agreement to a single qualified organization to provide the required services in the countries listed above, from a base located in Bangkok. The organization with which the Bureau enters into a Cooperative Agreement for this OPE will be funded for all approved costs associated with providing the required processing services according to a budget submitted as part of this proposal. This financial support may be renewable for up to two additional fiscal years based upon budget submissions on an annual basis, as long as there remains a need for the OPE and the organization operating the OPE provides satisfactory service, and subject to the availability of funds.  As of March 13, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- The purpose of OPE Vienna is to provide refugee processing services in support of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program in Vienna, Austria, using the Worldwide Refugee Admissions Processing System (WRAPS) and in accordance with procedures established by the Bureau. The Bureau intends to award a single Cooperative Agreement to a qualified organization to provide the required OPE services for applicants who are processed in Vienna, Austria. The organization with which the Bureau enters into a Cooperative Agreement for this OPE will be funded for all approved costs associated with providing the required processing services, according to a budget submitted as part of this proposal. This financial support may be renewable for up to two additional fiscal years based upon budget submissions on an annual basis, as long as there remains a need for the OPE and the organization operating the OPE provides satisfactory service, and subject to the availability of funds.  As of March 20, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 20, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs - The Office of Citizen Exchanges, Youth Programs Division, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition for two Youth Leadership Program grants for countries of Sub- Saharan Africa, one for 40 participants from four Anglophone countries (Nigeria, Tanzania, Kenya and South Africa), and one for 60 participants from six Francophone countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, Cote D’Ivoire, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger). [Note: Target countries may be subject to change.] Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c)(3) may submit proposals to conduct a minimum of two U.S.-based three-week exchange projects for combinations of two Anglophone countries, or a minimum of three U.S.-based three-week exchange projects for combinations of two Francophone countries. The project activities will focus on civic education, leadership, diversity, and community activism, which will prepare participants to conduct follow up activities at home that serve a community need.  As of April 8, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 21, 2009.  For more information, click here.
NEW! Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs - The Office of Citizen Exchanges, Youth Programs Division, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) announces an open competition for the Youth Leadership Program with Central America. Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c)(3) may submit proposals to recruit and select youth and adult participants in the seven countries of Central America and to provide the participants with three-week, U.S.-based exchanges focused on entrepreneurship and business skills, community engagement, and leadership. The program will conclude with follow-on activities in the participants’ home communities in which they apply the knowledge and skills acquired during the exchange experience. ECA plans to award a single grant for the management of the program and encourages organizations to work together as partners for effective administration in all seven countries and in the United States.  As of April 8, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 28, 2009.  For more information, click here.
NEW! Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs - The Youth Programs Division, Office of Citizen Exchanges, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition for the Global Connections and Exchange (GCE) program. Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c(3) may submit proposals to administer the following GCE programs: Program One: GCE Kyrgyzstan; and/or Program Two: GCE in countries in the Middle East/North Africa (see http://www.state.gov/p/nea/), South and Central Asia (see http://www.state.gov/p/sca/), and Sub-Saharan Africa (see http://www.state.gov/p/af). Countries of interest include: Kazakhstan, Maldives, South Africa, Tanzania, Algeria and Yemen. GCE programs are currently being funded in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Turkmenistan, and the West Bank; therefore, they are disqualified from this competition. While all other countries in the regions mentioned above qualify, proposals focusing on countries of interest will be deemed more competitive under the Quality of Program Idea review element (see V.1. REVIEW PROCESS). The Bureau will award one grant for the Kyrgyzstan program and one grant for the multi-country program. The grantee organizations and/or their partners will select overseas schools and develop collaborative school partnerships with U.S. schools. Thematic online projects will enhance learning, research and cross-border communication among participating schools. If feasible, a small number of U.S. and/or foreign participants may travel to partner schools for a minimum of three weeks in order to enhance mutual understanding and strengthen online relationships. All Global Connections and Exchange activities will be undertaken in regular and consistent consultation with the Youth Programs Division and the Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy in each participating country.  As of April 8, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is June 1, 2009.  For more information, click here.
NEW! Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs - Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton announced a new exchange program for Turkish and American young people while in Ankara on March 7, 2009. This two part program, called “Young Turkey/Young America: A New Relationship for a New Age,” will bring 20 to 30 emerging leaders (ages 20-35) from the two countries together to develop grassroots initiatives that will positively impact people’s lives and will result in stronger ties between the two nations. ECA is seeking proposals from qualified applicants for two separate programs. The Bureau expects total funding in the amount of $500,000 to be available. ECA expects to award a total of two grants in this competition of up to $250,000, one for each topic. The first project “Political Challenges for Future Leaders” will enable 10-15 young professionals from Turkey and the United States to participate in a structured bi-national dialogue on foreign policy issues of importance to both countries, both face-to-face and via the full range of communication media. The second project “Social and Economic Challenges for Future Leaders” will work to expand the capacity of grassroots organizations to empower women, to improve job skills for young people in economically disadvantaged communities and to raise environmental awareness and activism.  As of April 8, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is June 5, 2009.  For more information, click here.
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- Limited funding is available to support NGOs assisting refugees in Tanzania and working with refugee returnees in Burundi and the DRC For Tanzania proposals should focus exclusively on life-saving basic assistance in the remaining refugee camps in western Tanzania. At least 80% of beneficiaries must be refugees. Proposals should focus on health, water and sanitation, and gender based violence (GBV). For Burundi and the DRC proposed activities should support the repatriation and reintegration of Burundi and DRC refugees. Priority sectors include: shelter, health/mental health, water/sanitation, livelihood promotion, primary education, and gender-based violence prevention and response. Proposals should target priority sectors as identified in collaboration with UNHCR, local authorities, and returnees themselves.  As of March 26, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is July 31, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
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