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	0BThe Center for Faith-Based & Community Initiatives NEWSLETTER

	
	March 30, 2009

	Letter from the Director

Dear Newsletter Recipients,
The CFBCI is pleased to announce that the topic of our next conference call will be USAID’s <<American> <Schools>> and Hospitals Abroad Program.  Please check out the ASHA website for more information on their program.  If your U.S-based organization provides medical care or educational programs overseas, this call may be of particular interest to you.  

March 24th was World TB Day.  Read more about what you can do to help fight TB in your area of the world in this week’s “Upcoming Events and Other Resources” section.

Warmest regards,

Mauricio
 

Mauricio Vera
Acting Director, Center for Faith Based & Community Initiatives 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

U.S. Department of State 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Washington, DC  20523 

HUFBCI@usaid.govU
HUFU
	   AT A GLANCE

Upcoming Events and other Resources………USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad Program Conference Call, World TB Day
Helpful Tools & Information………. CFBCI Conference Call on the Denton and Ocean Freight Reimbursement Programs
Articles of Interest……… Major Milestone Reached in Global Maternal Health: 10,000 Women with Fistula Receive Life-Changing Surgery
Grant Opportunities……… USAID and U.S. Department of State (NEW! Opportunities this week)
If you would like to sign up to receive this newsletter from the USAID Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives please HUclick here.U
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) provides this newsletter service to further engage and enhance cooperation with the international development community. The listing of events, meetings or organizations in this newsletter do not constitute support or endorsement of any specific ideas, concepts or organizations by the United States Agency for International Development or the United States Government.

	
	UPCOMING EVENTS & Other resources

	USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad Program Conference Call
WHEN: Friday, April 10, 2009

TIME:  2:30 PM EST – 3:30 PM EST  

International Participant Dial-in #: 

(816) 650-7866

 
Domestic Participant Dial-In #: 

(866) 306-0035

Conference ID #: 92461729 

(Please reference this number when joining the call)
NOTE: In order to join this conference call, all speakers and participants will be required to provide the Conference ID Number listed above.

	The Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives cordially invites you to join us for a conference call with Mauricio Vera, the Acting Director of the CFBCI, and representatives of USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad Program (ASHA).   

The objectives of the ASHA program are to strengthen self-sustaining schools, libraries and medical centers that best demonstrate American ideas and practices abroad. ASHA grants are awarded to assist in capital improvements such as building or renovation of facilities and procurement of scientific, medical and educational equipment. Since the inception of the program, ASHA has assisted 237 institutions in over 70 countries, thus positively impacting the regions where these institutions are located.  
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ASHA staff will discuss the specifics of the program and discuss possibilities for partnering with USAID through the ASHA program.  We encourage you to review the information on the ASHA HUwebsiteUH prior to the call.

There will be an opportunity for Q&A with the USAID staff on the call.

Participation on the call is capped at 200, so please ensure that you call in prior to the 2:30 PM EST start time to ensure your spot.


	World TB Day – 

March 24, 2009
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1BUpcoming TB Events and Training 

4/1/09 – 4/03/09
HUMinisterial Meeting of High M/XDR-TB Burden Countries, 
Beijing, ChinaU
7/20/09 – 07/24/09
HUThe Union Training Course on MDR-TB, Dominican RepublicU
8/31/09 – 9/18/09
HUThe Union International TB Course, Cotonou, BeninU
9/21/09 – 09/25/09
HUThe Union Training Course on MDR-TB, Manila, PhilippinesU

	Although a cure for tuberculosis (TB) has existed for more than half a century, TB is one of three leading causes of deaths worldwide due to infectious diseases. TB kills about 1.6 million people each year, while HIV/AIDS claims more than 2 million lives each year, and malaria kills about 1 million people. 

World TB Day, March 24, celebrates the lives of TB patients and the accomplishments of health care workers around the world. The theme of this year's World TB Day is “I am stopping TB,” a tribute to people everywhere who are doing their part to stop TB.

Today, we remember and honor the lives of people affected by TB: women, men, and children who have taken TB treatment; nurses; doctors; researchers; community workers – anyone who has contributed toward the global fight against TB, and we recommit to working with countries and the international community to successfully implement HUThe Global Plan to Stop TB 2006-2015UH. The lives of millions of people across the globe depend on true international cooperation to solve the TB problem once and for all. Read HUUSAID's Expanded Response to TuberculosisUH [PDF, 135KB].

TB Success Stories

· HUAfghanistan: Bringing Hope to Tuberculosis PatientsUH 

· HUGeorgia: Anonymous Treatment for TB Patients Improves Recovery RateUH 

· HUHaiti: A Five-Year-Old Regains Her Health, Energy, and Curiosity U
· HUKazakhstan: Fighting Tuberculosis and Saving LivesUH 

· HUPakistan: Helping Pakistan Provide Free Diagnosis and Treatment for TBUH 



	
	Helpful Tools & Information

	CFBCI Conference Call on the Denton and Ocean Freight Reimbursement Programs


	Washington, DC- On Wednesday, March 25, 2009 the USAID CFBCI hosted a conference call with Ms. Dana Alzouma on the Denton and Ocean Freight Reimbursement Programs.  These programs assist NGOs in transporting goods overseas for development and humanitarian assistance program.  The minutes from last week’s call will be posted on the HUUSAID CFBCI websiteUH next week along with a link in the April 6, 2009 CFBCI e-Newsletter.  

As noted on the call, the Denton Program allows private U.S. citizens and organizations to use space available on U.S. military cargo planes to transport humanitarian goods, such as clothing, food, medical and educational supplies, and agricultural equipment and vehicles, to countries in need.  It is important to note that organizations are NOT required to be registered with USAID to make use of this program.   The program is jointly administered by USAID, the Department of State (DOS), and the Department of Defense (DOD).  Since Denton is a space available program, it is impossible to predict when transportation will be provided; therefore, no guarantees can be made regarding completion of a shipment.

The Ocean Freight Reimbursement Program is the oldest ongoing Private Voluntary Organization (PVO) support program, allowing recipients to ship a wide variety of goods overseas for use in privately funded development and humanitarian assistance programs.  The Program provides small competitive grants to approximately 50 U.S. PVOs each year.  Funds are used to reimburse the PVOs' costs to transport donated commodities, such as medical supplies, agricultural equipment, educational supplies, and building equipment to developing countries.  While USAID reimburses the costs of ocean freight, participating PVOs are responsible for associated costs, such as commodity acquisition, warehousing, insurance, local transportation, and distribution.  This program is especially important for small and newly registered PVOs because it allows them to participate in a USAID grant process that is highly competitive, yet not highly complex.  A Request for Applications (RFA) for the Ocean Freight Reimbursement Program is scheduled to be posted on HUwww.grants.govUH  in the fall of 2009.
For more information about these programs, please visit the HUDenton ProgramUH and the HUOcean Freight Reimbursement ProgramUH websites.


	
	ARTICLES OF INTEREST

	Major Milestone Reached in Global Maternal Health:

10,000 Women with Fistula Receive Life-Changing Surgery

March 25, 2009
Visit HUwww.fistulacare.orgUH for more information or contact HUfistulacare@engenderhealth.orgUH. 


	Washington, d.c. - MARCH 25, 2009 – The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and EngenderHealth announced today that 10,000 women have received surgery for fistula with U.S. support since 2005.  Fistula, a devastating vaginal injury affecting millions of women in developing countries, can be surgically repaired, but most of those with the condition lack access to a skilled surgeon or health care, making treatment out of reach.

“Today, the United States has achieved a major milestone in improving global maternal health-giving 10,000 women hope for a better life.  None of this would have been possible without the dedication of the local medical teams, government officials, international partners, and the support of the American people,” said Gloria Steele, acting assistance administrator in USAID’s Bureau for Global Health.  “But our work is just beginning.”

Four years ago, USAID launched a global effort to both treat and prevent fistula.  To date, through initiatives such as the Fistula Care project, and in collaboration with local governments, regional healthcare organizations and faith-based organization, medical teams in 12 countries and 25 health facilities across Africa and Asia have been trained to provide surgery for fistula-which can be repaired in up to 90 percent of cases.

Fistula is an injury caused by prolonged, obstructed labor that can occur when the head of the baby cannot pass safely through the mother’s birth canal.  The baby often dies and the mother is left with an abnormal opening in the birth canal and chronic incontinence.  If left untreated, fistula can lead to skin ulcerations and infections, kidney disease, social isolation and even death.

Fistula is almost entirely preventable.  Making voluntary family planning available to all could reduce maternal disability and death by at least 20 percent.  Complementing that with skilled attendance at all births and improving access to emergency obstetric care and caesarian section could make fistula as rare as it is in the industrialized world.  USAID and its partners include strong prevention efforts in their programs, engaging all levels of society – raising awareness of fistula and its underlying causes that include early pregnancy, poverty, and a lack of girls education and women’s empowerment.

USAID’s  Fistula care project is managed by EngenderHealth and its partners IntraHealth, CARE, Meridian Group International, Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and Society for Women and AIDS in Africa (SWAA).  In addition to increasing the number of trained surgeons and leading prevention efforts, Fistula Care project sites offer counseling and support to help women reintegrate into communities that may have shunned them.



	
	

	USAID FUNDING

(check out grants.gov for the most up-to-date information on grant and funding opportunities as information does change)
Funding Opportunities Glossary:

Annual Program Statement (APS)-

· An APS is used to generate competition for activities that are complementary to USAID’s strategic objectives.  They originate from USAID offices and missions around the world and solicit creative approaches and programs that will accomplish defined objectives. 
Request for Applications (RFA)-

· RFAs invite interested parties to submit competitive applications for USAID assistance, explaining what the application should contain, how it should be written, and the evaluation criteria to be used. 


	USAID/Moscow- Mainstreaming of Human, Social, and Civil Rights Project  The goal of this project is to “mainstream” the concept of human rights, and correspondingly, the feasibility of the protection of human rights by ordinary citizens in Russia. This will be accomplished by working in areas of broad public interest and engaging a wide spectrum of the population in this work. In addition to focusing on issue areas of broad public interest and support, mainstreaming in this project in Russia means bringing in local governments and other official entities in constructive roles. Qualified applicants may be U.S. private voluntary organizations (U.S. PVOs) and/or U.S., Russian or other non-U.S. non-governmental organizations (NGOs) or private, non-profit organizations (or for-profit companies willing to forego profits), including universities, research organizations, professional associations, and relevant special interest associations. Public International Organizations (PIOs) and faith-based and community organizations are also eligible for award. In support of the Agency’s interest in fostering a larger assistance base and expanding the number and sustainability of development partners, USAID encourages applications from potential new partners, particularly if they are joined with a more experienced organization.  As of February 9, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 6, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID-The global food crisis has affected households around the world, but has had a particularly harsh impact on the most vulnerable families in developing nations. Vulnerable populations in the Horn of Africa region can be described in three types: pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal farming households. Historically in the Horn region, all of these groups suffer the same repetitive scenario of humanitarian decline due to asset depletion resulting from the continuous man-made and climatic shocks. In general, this decline scenario includes a shock followed by households adopting negative coping mechanisms, such as selling productive assets to meet basic food needs and loss of assets to the effects of drought/flood/disease. USAID/OFDA’s mandate is to save lives, alleviate human suffering, and reduce the social and economic impact of humanitarian emergencies worldwide. In order to achieve this goal, USAID/DCHA/OFDA’s strategy for the HFPCR is to improve local livelihoods as a means to increase household’s resilience to shocks reducing the need for future relief based activities. A. The broad goals of this APS are to: • Stabilize humanitarian indicators in food insecure households through both the provision of humanitarian assistance and activities designed to protect existing household assets; • Strengthen existing developmental programming designed to rebuild livelihoods and household resiliency to shocks through the diversification and creation of household assets; and, • Improve economic opportunities and livelihoods through improved market linkages in support of the agricultural and livestock sectors. USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding two cooperative agreements as a result of this APS, one targeting interventions in Kenya and one targeting interventions in Uganda.  As of February 2, 2009, the closing date for this announcement is April 8, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Dhaka- The United States Agency for International Development in Dhaka, Bangladesh (USAID/Bangladesh) is seeking applications for a Cooperative Agreement from qualified organizations to implement a program entitled "Bangladesh AIDS Program Phase 2." Through this award, USAID/Bangladesh seeks to Support an effective HIV/AIDS prevention strategy through improved prevention, care and treatment services for most-at-risk populations and a strengthened national response. This Bangladesh AIDS Program Phase 2 will increase and sustain the use of high impact HIV/AIDS services by MARPs and contribute to strategic and evidence-based leadership for implementation of an effective national response for HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment. This Activity derives from and supports the USAID-Government of Bangladesh Health and Population Program, which aims to enhances the quality of life in Bangladesh through expansion of basic health services, strengthening national health systems, and addressing HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases. This activity is expected to last 51 months and will have a total estimated US. Government contribution of approximately $13 million.  As of February 27, 2009, the closing date for this announcement is April 8, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID- The United States Government, represented by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Bureau for Africa (AFR), is seeking applications from qualified Applicants for funding of a three year Cooperative Agreement for the implementation of the American Educators for Africa (AEFA) project.  As of March 16, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID- USAID/Vietnam is making a special call for the submission of concept papers related to the USG development Assistance Objective (AO) Investing in People, with a focus on higher education and work force skills development. Under USAID’s proven approach to strategic public-private partnerships for achieving mutually shared interests, and leveraging individual partner's strengths and resources, USAID/Vietnam intends to launch in early FY2010, a medium-to long-term initiative in higher and skills-based education. As envisioned, the specific objective of this initiative is to improve the quality and relevance of Vietnam's education, to the extent practicable, for disadvantaged youth.  As of February 24, 2009, the closing date for this announcement is April 15, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Abuja- USAID/Nigeria plans to implement a 5-year family planning, reproductive health, and maternal and child health (MCH/FP/RH) program through a Cooperative Agreement whose overall primary objective is to increase the use of selected high impact interventions in the two selected target Nigerian states, potentially Bauchi and Zamfara, through public sector health services. A strongly associated sub-objective is to draw on the program investments in these two states to develop evidence and experience that will inform and improve policies, programs, and resource allocation in other states and in Nigeria as a whole.  As of March 5, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 20, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! USAID/Kampala-  This is a limited competition, under which only local and regional (indigenous) non-governmental organizations, large or small commercial (for profit) firms, faith-based, and non-profit organizations, either individually or in partnerships or consortia, from Uganda and East African Region, are eligible to compete. The overall objective of this program is to assist the Government of Uganda to implement a program to increase access to, coverage of and utilization of quality HIV counseling and testing (HCT) services to the private sector, including civil society and district health facilities with emphasis on health centre (H/C) IIIs, health centre (H/C) IIs, and their respective communities in 22 districts in Uganda.  As of March 20, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 24, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID-USAID/OFDA anticipates awarding multiple cooperative agreements as a result of this Annual Program Statement (APS), targeting interventions in specific zones within Oromiya, Somali, and Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples regions in Ethiopia. The global food crisis has affected households around the world, but has had a particularly harsh impact on the most vulnerable families in developing nations. Vulnerable populations in the Horn of Africa region can be described in three types: pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal farming households. OFDA is seeking to adopt new approaches to providing assistance that, where possible, will address the root causes of food insecurity, rather than continually providing inputs to poor households each year at higher and higher costs. The broad goals of this APS for Ethiopia are to: • Stabilize humanitarian indicators in food insecure households through humanitarian assistance activities designed to protect existing household assets; • Rebuild livelihoods and household resiliency to shocks through the diversification and creation of household assets; and, • Improve economic opportunities through improved market linkages in support of the predominate agricultural and livestock sectors.  As of February 2, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is April 27, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Lilongwe- The purpose of the APS is to publicize the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) plans to fund a limited number of programs through the USAID/Malawi’s Economic Growth Functional Objective of improving conditions in biologically significant areas through community based natural resource management. The overall objective is to support Malawi’s rural poor in transforming management and protection of their natural resources and biologically significant areas from practices that degrade, to approaches that revitalize and protect these important areas for the good of the society and future generations. Pending the availability of funding, USAID/Malawi anticipates awarding one or two grants or cooperative agreements to fund applications submitted in response to this APS. Each agreement will run from approximately May, 2009 until September, 2012. The total amount available for funding is $10,000,000 (ten million dollars). If two agreements are awarded; one agreement will receive a maximum individual amount of $7,000,000 (seven million dollars) and a second with a minimum of $1,000,000 (one million dollars) and a maximum of $3,000,000 (three million dollars). USAID reserves the right to fund one or more or none of the applications which may be submitted. Out of an estimated $10 million total award, USAID is planning an initial funding of approximately $955,000 for the programs for fiscal year 2009. The projects will be funded primarily through Biodiversity funding though will be supplemented with Agriculture funding pending future budget levels. Upon satisfactory evaluation of the projects at the end of the funding period, USAID/Malawi may make a determination to extend the project agreement(s) by a further 2 (two) years.  As of February 2, 2009 the closing date for this announcement is April 30, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Almaty - This USAID/Central Asian Republics (CAR) Annual Program Statement (APS) solicits applications from prospective partners to implement maternal and child health activities in Tajikistan. USAID expects that the total level of funding available under this APS for activities in Tajikistan would be up to $3.5 million. Based on these figures, funding requests are expected to range from a minimum of $200,000 up to a maximum of $3.5 million (if activities are proposed to cover all program objectives), for expenditure over a period of up to five years. Funding will not exceed $700,000 per year; awards for projects of more than one year will be funded incrementally. All awards are subject to the availability of funding.  As of August 15, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is June 24, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID-The USAID/Washington/Middle East Bureau 2008 Annual Program Statement (APS) is seeking applications from eligible institution as described in Section A.1.e., that promote democracy, human rights, and the rule of law in Iran. Applications should advance one or more of the following objectives: strengthening civil society organization and advocacy; increasing awareness of and strengthening the rule of law; and expanding freedom of information. USAID intends to make several awards under this APS for a total of up to $20 million. Applicants can request $100,000 to $3,000,000 for expenditure for a maximum of two years. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis and all applications must be submitted by June 30, 2009. USAID reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted. As of August 15, 2008, the closing date for this announcement is June 30, 2009. For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID-ODP Annual Program Statement-There is no dollar value limit or minimum for individual proposals or for cumulative awards made under this APS. However, as a reference, past USAID funding awards have ranged between $50,000 and $10,000,000. The actual number of awards under this APS is subject to the availability of funds and the interests and requirements of missions/WOUs as well as viability of proposals received. Do not post applications in Grants.gov.  All applications and specific questions should be submitted directly to the mission.  Contact information for the missions is located in the attached Annual Program Statement.   As of December 2, 2008, the closing date of this announcement is September 30, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID/Manila- The Mission of the United States Agency for International Development in the Philippines (USAID/Philippines) invites applications from U.S. or non-U.S. organizations (including Philippines) non-profit or for profit entities to implement “Conservation of Biodiversity and Management of Natural Resources” activities as described in this Annual Program Statement (APS) under grants or cooperative agreements.  As of February 3, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is October 1, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID- Global Food Security Response: Africa Action Plan, The purpose of this Annual Program Statement (APS) is to publish information about the intention of USAID’s Bureau for Africa to fund proposals to contribute to the objectives of the Global Food Security Response through forming public-private and/or private-private alliances to support the development of effective staple food value-chains in West Africa. This APS provides prospective recipients with an opportunity to develop and submit applications for U.S. Agency of International Development (USAID) funding in the area of Economic Growth focused on increasing food security. This APS describes the strategy, the APS application process, the criteria for evaluating applications, and information on administration of awards and point of contract.  As of February 26, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is October 31, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
USAID- The purpose of this Annual Program Statement (APS) is to disseminate information about the United States Agency for International Development(USAID) African Urban Poor Improved Water Supply and Sanitation Program (AUP-IWS) APS. USAID anticipates awarding a maximum of three assistance instruments from applications submitted in response to this APS during the first initial round. It is anticipated that grants will be funded for amounts between $1,500,000 and $4,500,000 for the life of proposed projects.  As of March 13, 2009, the closing date of this announcement is February 8, 2010.  For more information, HUclick here.U

	U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT FUNDING

(check out grants.gov for the most up-to-date information on grant and funding opportunities as information does change)

Funding Opportunities Glossary:

Overseas Processing Entity (OPE)-

An entity funded by the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration's (PRM's) Admissions Office to prepare the paperwork on individual refugee cases prior to interview by the Department of Homeland Security's United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (DHS/USCIS). Once approved by DHS, an OPE helps the refugee complete processing by requesting a sponsorship assurance from a resettlement agency in the U.S.; scheduling the refugee for a medical examination; ensuring a security namecheck has been done; arranging travel through the International Organization for Migration (IOM), etc.

	Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- NGO Programs in the Andes Region Benefiting Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs):  FY 2009 FUNDING FOR THE ANDES REGION: PRM currently has approximately $5 million available for projects in the Andes Region in FY 2009. Given continuing funding constraints and the uncertainty of future funding, PRM’s FY2009 priorities are only for activities in the Andes Region that fill critical emergency humanitarian gaps for refugee and/or IDP populations in Colombia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Panama and Venezuela. FUNDING PRIORITIES: PRM provides assistance to Colombian refugees in the Andean region as well as to IDPs in Colombia during the emergency phase of assistance (approximately the first 90 days) (mid and long-term assistance to IDPs is provided by USAID). Priority countries in the Andean region include Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela. Each project will be funded for a period not to exceed 12 months. Project objectives should therefore be achievable within a 12-month time frame. Priority sectors for PRM’s assistance projects include the provision of the following emergency services and items: 1. shelter; 2. direct health care (including psycho-social support); 3. Water and sanitation; 4. Food and non-food items related to the emergency phase of displacement; and 5. Emergency employment income generation and training for persons displaced by armed conflict in Colombia. PRM encourages assistance be directed to areas with high expulsor and receptor rates that are underserved by other humanitarian assistance organizations and to populations disproportionately affected by displacement, including Afro-Colombians and indigenous. In Colombia, the border areas near Ecuador (Nariño and Putumayo) and Venezuela (Arauca), Montes de María and the geographic span stretching from Buenaventura east to La Macarena are a priority for PRM. Outside of Colombia, priority areas are the high refugee receptor communities along the borders with Colombia in Ecuador, Panama, and Venezuela. In addition, we will pay particular attention to proposals addressing health care needs. Projects that work with local governments to strengthen capacity to receive and meet the immediate emergency needs of IDPs, as well as projects that are part of a broader integrated approach will be considered favorably. PRM will accept proposals from any qualified international organization (IO) or non-governmental organization (NGO); however, given budgetary constraints, priority will be given to proposals from organizations that can demonstrate: (a) proven track record in providing the assistance proposed; (b) history of successful partnership with PRM; (c) evidence of coordination with relevant governmental agencies, UNHCR, other relief organizations, and development organizations; (d) appropriate targeting of beneficiaries in coordination with UNHCR and other relevant organizations; and (e) a significant percentage of cost-sharing or matching funds.  As of February 18, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is March 31, 2009.  For more information, Hclick here.
Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs- The Office of Citizen Exchanges, Youth Programs Division, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition to design and implement a Youth Leadership Program with Iraq. Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c)(3) may submit proposals for a grant that will support English-speaking high school students and adult participants from Iraq in a four-week U.S.-based exchange that explores civic education, leadership development, respect for diversity, and community involvement. The program will conclude with follow-on activities in the participants’ home communities in which they apply the knowledge and skills acquired during the exchange experience.  As of February 11, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 2, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs- The U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) seeks an organization to assist the Office of Citizen Exchanges in the implementation of several short-term, high-visibility cultural, sports, and youth exchanges taking place during calendar year 2009 and 2010. Approximately 170 visitors (96 for sports, 32-48 for culture, and 30 for youth) from countries around the world will participate in approximately 13 separate exchange initiatives/projects (eight for sports, three for culture with multiple visitors for each initiative, and two for youth) in the United States designed to promote interaction between the foreign participants and their American peers.   As of February 17, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 2, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor- The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL) announces a Request for Proposals from organizations interested in submitting proposals for projects that promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Afghanistan.  As of March 23, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Intelligence and Research- The Department of State, Bureau of Intelligence and Research, Office of Outreach, invites organizations with substantial and wide-reaching experience in administering research and training programs to serve as intermediaries conducting nationwide competitive programs for U.S. scholars, students and institutions pertaining to advanced research and language training on the countries of Eastern Europe and Eurasia. U.S.-based public and private nonprofit organizations and educational institutions may submit proposals to carry out Title VIII-funded programs that 1) support and sustain American expertise on the countries of Eastern Europe and Eurasia 2) bring American expertise to the service of the U.S. Government, and 3) further U.S. foreign assistance and policy goals. An explicit connection must be made to U.S. policy, the maintenance of U.S. knowledge and expertise, and national capability. This program also works to support outreach and build relationships with the academic community. Intelligence Community analysts and DOS policy staff can benefit from engagement with outside elements to explore new ideas and perspectives and create new knowledge and research. The grants will be awarded through an open, merit-based competition. Grantee organizations will then conduct competitions for students, scholars, and specialists. The purpose of this request for proposals is to inform potential applicant organizations of programmatic, procedural and funding information for the fiscal year 2009 Title VIII grants competition.  As of February 12, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration-Limited funding is available to support NGOs working in three Burmese refugee camps in Thailand: Umpiem Mai, Nu Po, and Ban Don Yang. Proposed activities should focus on all of the following: 1) Improving or maintaining access to quality health care services, with a particular emphasis on the health and nutritional needs of children under 5 and pregnant and lactating women; 2) Maintaining or improving camp water and sanitation and other infrastructure; 3) Improving the quality of life of refugee populations by addressing their psychosocial needs and developing income-generating activities, with an emphasis on the development of skills and vocational training to achieve a measure of self-sufficiency and a reasonable livelihood; and 4) Strengthening the community’s capacity to respond to the health, psychosocial, safety and justice needs of survivors of gender-based violence (GBV). PRM will accept proposals from any NGO working within the above mentioned sectors although, given our budgetary constraints.  As of March 12, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 15, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration - PRM is hereby soliciting proposals for humanitarian projects benefiting Iraqi refugees in Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and other countries with a sizable Iraqi refugee population. PRM will consider proposals from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with proven track records in implementing refugee assistance programs. Higher consideration will be given to organizations that have well-established operations in the country (or countries) of program activity. NGOs submitting proposals should pay close attention to the guidelines and policy priorities identified in this announcement and the FY 2009 General PRM NGO Guidelines. PRM’s FY 2009 priority sectors for NGO programs assisting Iraqi refugees are: Health care; Psychosocial programs and/or mental health programs providing therapy for depression and anxiety; Humanitarian assistance and protection; Education; Vocational training or livelihoods programs linked to current and/or future job opportunities inside Iraq; Skills building or maintenance programs; Family and community focused programs to combat and respond to gender-based violence and exploitation, and labor exploitation; and Case management programs aimed at addressing the interrelated assistance and protection needs of vulnerable beneficiaries through providing services and referral networks.  As of March 17, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 23, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs -  The Educational Information and Resources Branch in the Office of Global Educational Programs of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) announces an open competition for up to five assistance awards to administer components of the Office’s EducationUSA Advising Coordination and Support Program in Fiscal Year 2010. Public and private non-profit organizations or consortia of eligible organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) may submit proposals to cooperate with the Bureau in the administration of the EducationUSA Advising Coordination and Support Program as noted below. To facilitate effective communication between ECA’s Educational Information and Resources Branch (ECA/A/S/A) and the organizations cooperating on this program, award recipients must have a Washington, D.C. presence. Applicants who do not currently have a Washington, D.C. presence must include in their proposals a detailed plan for establishing such a presence by October 1, 2009. The costs related to establishing such a presence must be borne by the award recipient. No such costs may be included in the budget submission in this proposal. The award recipient must have e-mail capability, access to Internet resources, and the ability to exchange data electronically with all partners involved in the EducationUSA Advising Coordination and Support Program.  As of February 23, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is April 24, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- PRM will prioritize currently available funding for proposed NGO activities that best meet the Bureau’s priorities in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Yemen as identified below: (1) While PRM encourages activities that include the local host population, NGOs should concentrate on care/maintenance activities for refugees. At least 50% of beneficiaries must be refugees. Proposals may focus on protection, health, water, sanitation, shelter, education, community services, psychosocial support, gender based violence, and livelihoods development and training. (2) PRM will accept proposals from any NGO working within the above mentioned sectors although, given our budgetary constraints.  As of March 9, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 5, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Bureau Of Educational and Cultural Affairs- The Office of Citizen Exchanges, Youth Programs Division, of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs announces an open competition for two Youth Leadership Programs, one for 21 exchange participants from three countries in South Asia (Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives) and one for 50-60 participants from countries in Southeast Asia that are members of the Association of South East Asian Nations (Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam). Public and private non-profit organizations meeting the provisions described in Internal Revenue Code section 26 USC 501(c)(3) may submit proposals to conduct 25-day U.S.-based exchanges program for high school students and teachers from one of these regions. The activities will focus on civic education, leadership, diversity, and community activism, which will prepare participants to conduct projects at home that serve a community need.  As of March 27, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 7, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- The purpose of OPE Bangkok is to provide refugee processing services in support of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program in East Asia using the Worldwide Refugee Admissions Processing System (WRAPS) and in accordance with procedures established by the Bureau, as needs arise, in the following countries: Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The Bureau intends to award a single Cooperative Agreement to a single qualified organization to provide the required services in the countries listed above, from a base located in Bangkok. The organization with which the Bureau enters into a Cooperative Agreement for this OPE will be funded for all approved costs associated with providing the required processing services according to a budget submitted as part of this proposal. This financial support may be renewable for up to two additional fiscal years based upon budget submissions on an annual basis, as long as there remains a need for the OPE and the organization operating the OPE provides satisfactory service, and subject to the availability of funds.  As of March 13, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 14, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- The purpose of OPE Vienna is to provide refugee processing services in support of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program in Vienna, Austria, using the Worldwide Refugee Admissions Processing System (WRAPS) and in accordance with procedures established by the Bureau. The Bureau intends to award a single Cooperative Agreement to a qualified organization to provide the required OPE services for applicants who are processed in Vienna, Austria. The organization with which the Bureau enters into a Cooperative Agreement for this OPE will be funded for all approved costs associated with providing the required processing services, according to a budget submitted as part of this proposal. This financial support may be renewable for up to two additional fiscal years based upon budget submissions on an annual basis, as long as there remains a need for the OPE and the organization operating the OPE provides satisfactory service, and subject to the availability of funds.  As of March 20, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is May 20, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Mission to Brazil- The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in Brazil announces an open competition for the 2010 Youth Ambassadors Program, a two-week educational exchange opportunity in the U.S. for disadvantaged Brazilian high school students from the public school system with outstanding profiles, great leadership skills, and who are engaged in volunteer work in their communities.  As of March 25, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is July 15, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
NEW! Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration- Limited funding is available to support NGOs assisting refugees in Tanzania and working with refugee returnees in Burundi and the DRC For Tanzania proposals should focus exclusively on life-saving basic assistance in the remaining refugee camps in western Tanzania. At least 80% of beneficiaries must be refugees. Proposals should focus on health, water and sanitation, and gender based violence (GBV). For Burundi and the DRC proposed activities should support the repatriation and reintegration of Burundi and DRC refugees. Priority sectors include: shelter, health/mental health, water/sanitation, livelihood promotion, primary education, and gender-based violence prevention and response. Proposals should target priority sectors as identified in collaboration with UNHCR, local authorities, and returnees themselves.  As of March 26, 2009 the closing date of this announcement is July 31, 2009.  For more information, HUclick here.U
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