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F.
RESULTS HIGHLIGHT











In the Ormoc and Merida area of Leyte Island in the Philippines, the Partners for Health Child Survival project implemented by Pearl S. Buck International found that at least 40% of childbirths are attended by Traditional Birth Attendants (TBA).  This is not due to a lack of confidence in the formal health care system.  Client satisfaction surveys at final evaluation found more than 90% of respondents to rate the level of maternal health care provided by Rural Health Midwives as "good" or "excellent".  The main reason given by respondents for preferring a TBA to attend the birth of their child was "closeness to home".  Although there are fairly extensive road systems and available public transportation in this region, it is understandable that a woman in labor might hesitate to spend an hour on a very bumpy dirt road, in order to reach accessible services.

In discussion of baseline survey results and analysis of the causes of maternal mortality in the region, which is at least 180 per 100,000 births or higher (due to under-reporting), the PSBI project partners decided that support for MOH training, refresher training and equipment kit for local TBAs would be one of the key project activities.  In final evaluation focus group interviews in 8 diversely located communities with over 25 mothers whose recent childbirth had been attended by TBAs, every single mother interviewed stated that the TBA attending their birth had used all of the key techniques for preventing infection during childbirth.  These include sterilizing instruments, washing hands with special attention to clipping and cleaning fingernails, and use of sterile instruments to cut the umbilical cord.  

This level of achievement (100%!) exceeded project expectations.  This result, in combination with other very positive results for maternal health care found at final evaluation (including an increase in the percentage of recently pregnant women with at least two or more recorded vaccinations with tetanus toxoid, from 58% to 98.5%), has contributed to the project goal to reduce maternal mortality for the 12,617 women of childbearing age in the project target area -- a benefit also for their 21,867 small children ages 0 to 59 months.

� Note that this is submitted in the final report as a separate tear-away page.
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