June 23, 2003

IEE Common Phrase Template

With the idea that USAID Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) drafters should spend more time thinking about mitigation measures and less time looking up citations in Reg 216 and the ADS, following are some phrases that are commonly used in IEEs and Categorical Exclusions (CEs). These can be cut and pasted into documents as appropriate.

Categorical Exclusion rationale:

A categorical exclusion is recommended for these activities, per…

22CFR216.2(c)(2)(i) [education, technical assistance, training] 

22CFR216.2(c)(2)(ii) [controlled experimentation] 

22CFR216.2(c)(2)(iii) [analyses, studies, workshops and meetings]

22CFR216.2(c)(2)(v) [document and information transfer].

22CFR216.2(c)(2)(viii) [nutrition, health care or population and family planning services].

22CFR216.2(c)(2)(x) [support for intermediate credit institutions without right to oversee loans].

Negative determination with conditions:

Per 22CFR216.3(a)(2)(iii).
ADS references:

As required by ADS 204.5.4, the SO team will actively monitor ongoing activities for compliance with approved IEE recommendations, and modify or end activities that are not in compliance. If additional activities are added to this program that are not described in this document, an amended environmental examination must be prepared.

OR…

As required by ADS 204.5.4, the SO team will actively monitor ongoing activities for compliance with approved IEE recommendations, and modify or end activities that are not in compliance. If the activities in this program change substantively, the SO team is responsible for assuring that the active environmental documentation is amended appropriately.

Pesticides:
This examination does not cover pesticides, including their  procurement, use, transport, storage or disposal. Any pesticide activity proposed under this program would necessitate an amended IEE, including all elements of analysis required by 22CFR216.3(b), USAID’s Pesticide Procedures.  
Biotechnology:
This examination does not cover genetically-modified organisms (GMOs) or life-modified organisms (LMOs). Any support for laboratory- or field-based research, multiplication, or dissemination of GMOs or LMOs shall be subject to review under the Agency’s Biosafety procedures (ADS 211).

Construction:
Example 1:

A Negative Determination with conditions is recommended pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3 (a)(2)(iii) for commodity procurement and building of small facilities less than 10,000 sq. ft. in area (with water harvesting system), construction of pit latrines with septic tanks and runoff water disposal channel. Should construction of facilities under 10,000 sq. ft. in area become necessary, VOCA will insure that an examination of the site(s) is conducted using checklist 2 Building Construction from the “Handbook on Environmental Assessment of NGO Programs and Projects” to identify and mitigate potential impacts.

The Environmental Screening Form in Annex F of the EDM indicates:


Category 1 classification (no further environmental review needed) can be given to activities involving “construction or repair of facilities if total surface area to be disturbed is under 10,000 sq. ft. (approx. 1,000 sq. m.) (and when no protected or other sensitive environmental areas could be affected).”


Category 2 classification (Negative environmental impacts possible, environmental review required) must be given for activities involving “Small-scale construction or rehabilitation of facilities or structures in which the surface area to be disturbed exceeds 10,000 sq. ft and funding level is not in excess of $200,000 and where no protected or other sensitive environmental areas could be affected.”

