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2.0  PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

22 CFR 216 states that under heading of Purpose “The Environmental Assessment shall briefly specify the underlying purpose and need to which the Agency is responding in proposing … the proposed action.” 

The rehabilitation of the Kabul-Kandahar Road is proposed to be undertaken within the context of the Afghanistan Rehabilitation of Economic Facilities and Services (REFS) Program, the purpose of which is “to promote economic recovery and political stability in Afghanistan by repairing selected infrastructure needed to lower transportation cost, improve the provision of water and sanitation services, increase access to education, health and local government facilities, restore electrical transmission and distribution systems, and repair/reconstruct irrigation systems, dams/diversions and canals critical to the reactivation of the agricultural sector, the dominant means of livelihood in the country.” 
 

The REFS Program was developed on the basis of an Afghanistan Civil Infrastructure Assessment for which field investigations were undertaken in mid-2002 and documented by a Final Report to USAID/Afghanistan dated 20 August 2002. The Civil Assessment identified priorities for Afghanistan’s civil infrastructure and its reconstruction, repair and rehabilitation needs and the need for agricultural market centers and recommended a prioritized program for:

· Labor-intensive inter-provincial road rehabilitation projects;

· Development of rural market centers;

· Major roads and bridge projects;

· A National Secondary Roads Program; and

· A National Primary Roads Program.

To achieve these goals, the REFS Program was devised to consist of three components:

· Rehabilitation of selected medium to large infrastructure (Component 1)

· Institutional strengthening of selected public services (Component 2); and

· Purchase, importation and distribution of construction materials and supplies not otherwise available in Afghanistan (Component 3).

The Kandahar-Herat Road Rehabilitation Project (the Project) is part of REFS Component 1. Its specific purposes are to substantially improve the linkage between two of Afghanistan’s larger cities and to contribute to the economic recovery of the Project Area and the country as a whole. 
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� REFS Contract, page C-2.
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