














Conclusion

The high level of Siovenian-American cooperation and
commitment, combined with USAID's ability to respond to
the well-defined GOS requests with highly focused, cost
effective programs, accounts in large measure for the success
of U.S. assistance in Slovenia's economic and democratic
transition.

Slovenia's reform efforts, while well advanced, are still in
process and will continue to require sustained attention.
Several areas of reform are still fragile: competitiveness,
pension reform, privatization, and deepening of the capital
markets. The institutional underpinnings for maintaining
these reforms have also been strengthened in several critical
areas with USAID assistance, but as with the economic
reforms, these institutional efforts must take root.

Slovenia's future holds great promise, and we hope that the
GOS will continue on the path to the completion of these
critical reforms. The American people are pleased to have
made a contribution to Slovenia's economic and democratic
transition. The conclusion of the USAID assistance program
is not an ending, but rather the beginning of a new phase of
the U.S.-Slovenian partnership, marked by increasingly close
and mutually beneficial bilateral relations through the
American Embassy in Ljubljana and through growing
commercial ties.
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