Annex 3

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST

The purposes of this Environmental Assessment Checklist (EA Checklist) are to determine whether the proposed action (scope of work) encompasses the potential for environmental pollution or damage and, if so, to determine the scope and extent of additional environmental evaluation, mitigation, and monitoring necessary to fulfill federal U.S. environmental requirements.  The EA Checklist is intended to be used in conjunction with a brief Project Description prepared by the Project Engineer.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES: Check appropriate column as Yes (Y), Maybe (M), No (N) or Beneficial (B).  Briefly explain Y, M and B checks in next Section, “Explanations”.  A “Y” response does not necessarily indicate a significant effect, but rather an issue that requires focused consideration,

Y, M, N or B

1. Earth Resources
a.  grading, trenching, or excavation > 1.0 hectare




___

b.  geologic hazards (faults, landslides, liquefaction, unengineered fill, etc.)

___

c.   contaminated soils or ground water on the site




___

d.   offsite overburden/waste disposal or borrow pits required > 1.0 ton


___

e.   loss of high-quality farmlands > 10 hectares




___

2. Air Quality

a.   substantial increase in onsite air pollutant emissions (construction/operation)

___

b.   violation of applicable air pollutant emissions or ambient concentration standards
___

c.   substantial increase in vehicle traffic during construction or operation

___

d.   Demolition or blasting for construction





___

e.   substantial increase in odor during construction or operation


___

f.   substantial alteration of microclimate





___

3. Water Resources and Quality
a.   river, stream or lake onsite or within 30 meters of construction


___

b.   withdrawals from or discharges to surface or ground water



___

c.   excavation or placing of fill, removing gravel from, a river, stream or lake

___

d.   onsite storage of liquid fuels or hazardous materials in bulk quantities

___

4. Cultural Resources
a.   prehistoric, historic, or paleontological resources within 30 meters of construction
___

b.   site/facility with unique cultural or ethnic values




___

5. Biological Resources
a.   vegetation removal or construction in wetlands or riparian areas > 1.0 hectare
___

b.   use of pesticides/rodenticides, insecticides, or herbicides > 1.0 hectare

___

c.   Construction in or adjacent to a designated wildlife refuge



___

6. Planning and Land Use
a.   potential conflict with adjacent land uses





___

b.   non-compliance with existing codes, plans, permits or design factors

___

c.   construction in national park or designated recreational area


___

d.   create substantially annoying source of light or glare



___

e.   relocation of >10 individuals for +6 months




___

f.   interrupt necessary utility or municipal service > 10 individuals for +6 months
___

g.   substantial loss of inefficient use of mineral or non-renewable resources

___

h.   increase existing noise levels >5 decibels for +3 months



___

7. Traffic, Transportation and Circulation
a.   increase vehicle trips >20% or cause substantial congestion



___

b.   design features cause or contribute to safety hazards



___

c.   inadequate access or emergency access for anticipated volume of people or traffic
___

8. Hazards
a.   substantially increase risk of fire, explosion, or hazardous chemical release

___

b.   bulk quantities of hazardous materials or fuels stored on site +3 months

___

c.   create or substantially contribute to human health hazard



___

EXPLANATION:  explain Y, M and B responses

RECOMMENDED MITIGATION MEASURES

RECOMMENDED ACTION (Check Appropriate Action):

(a) The project has no potential for substantial adverse environmental effects.  No 

further environmental review is required.





   

(b) The project has little potential for substantial adverse environmental effects, however the recommended mitigation measures (listed above) will be incorporated in the SOW. No further environmental review is required.

(c) The project has substantial but mitigatable adverse environmental effects and required measures to mitigate environmental effects (listed above) will be included in the SOW.

(d) The project has potentially substantial adverse environmental effects,  but requires more analysis to form a conclusion.  An Environmental Assessment will be prepared.

(e) The project has potentially substantial adverse environmental effects, and revisions to the project design or location or the development of new alternatives is required.

(f) The project has substantial and unmitigable adverse environmental effects.  Mitigation is insufficient to eliminate these effects and alternatives are not feasible.  The project is not recommended for funding.

APPROVAL

Project Director _______________________________  Date _________

Annex 4
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS REPORT FACESHEET
Title of Activity:
Activity name/Country/Region:
Funding Period:  
FY______- FY______

Resource Levels:
U.S. dollars:_________________

 Status Report Prepared by:
Name:__________________  Title ______________________






Date:  ___________

Date of Previous Status Report:
___________


A.
Status of the IEE/Categorical Exclusion/EA or PEA
IEE Reference: Date of most recent IEE or Categorical Exclusion (If all activities were CEs): _________ 
_____
No revisions or modifications needed. IEE/CE or CE and all activities still applicable

_____ 
Amended IEE submitted, based on attached report, summary, etc., (referencing the body). 

_____
EA or PEA needs to be amended to cover additional or modified activities. [Note: If yes, immediately notify the MEO, REO (where one exists) or the EE/BEO. Amended EA or PEA submitted, based on________________
B.
Status of Fulfilling Conditions in the IEE, including Mitigative Measures and Monitoring
_____
Environmental Status Report describing compliance measures taken is attached.

_____
For any condition that cannot be satisfied, a course of remedial action has been provided within an IEE Amendment. [Note: For conditions under an EA or PEA, consult the MEO, REO (where one exists) and/or BEO]. 

USAID APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS REPORT:
Clearance:

Mission Environmental Officer:
_____________________________________ 
Date: 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS REPORT (ESR)
INSTRUCTIONS AND FORMAT
In 2-10 pages or less, the Environmental Status Report should indicate whether steps need to be taken to amend previous environmental documentation and whether conditions are being met, e.g., mitigation plans are on schedule and the monitoring and evaluation measures being undertaken by the Cooperating Sponsor and/or contractor. 
Section A.  Status of the IEE/Categorical Exclusion/EA or PEA
Use the answers to the following questions to determine if the status of the IEE has changed. 

Use the same instructions for a Categorical Exclusion submission in the event all CS activities were Categorical Exclusions.

If any activities are covered under an EA which is typically activity or site-specific or a broader sector, thematic or geographic PEA, the questions below need to be interpreted in the context of the specific activity, sector or area.

A1. 
Modified or New Activities:  

Have new activities been added or activities substantially modified? 

Note what these are and reference an amended IEE, if the activity has an approved IEE. Reference a Categorical Exclusion Document in the event the activity required only a Categorical Exclusion Document and the new/modified activities are also categorically excluded.  If they are not, a full IEE will need to be prepared.

Note: An amended activity requires an IEE Amendment. Also remember that activities can be changed or added that do not require an amended activity, but which do alter Reg. 216 threshold decisions and would require an IEE Amendment. 

A2. 
Resolution of Deferrals: 

Did the previous IEE have deferrals? List these.

State if they are being resolved through an amended IEE to be submitted with this year's previously approved activity. If not, indicate when an amended IEE will be submitted in order to be able to go ahead with the activities.

If the deferred activities have been dropped from the program, amend the current IEE to state that and recommend to the BEO that the deferral is no longer applicable.

A3.
Conditions: 

If experience has shown that conditions in the IEE cannot be complied with, note and reference an amended IEE, which discusses what substitute conditions are recommended in order to comply with the spirit of the original conditions (to avoid or reduce environmental effects). 

Many conditions in IEEs relate to Mitigation and Monitoring. If based on Section B2 below, it proved not feasible to carry out all mitigation and monitoring and the sponsor and/or contractor desires to change the conditions for mitigation and monitoring spelled out in the IEE, discuss and reference an amended IEE. 

A4.  
Amendments:

Based on the above, is an amended IEE needed? 


___ Yes

If yes, attach here.
No___

If the previous documentation was a Categorical Exclusion Submission, is an amended Categorical Exclusion needed to deal with new Categorical Exclusions for new activities?

___ Yes

If yes, attach here.
No___

Not Applicable___

Is the Sponsor and/or contractor unable to meet recommendations and/or conditions that are part of an EA or PEA or does the Sponsor and/or contractor believe an EA or PEA needs to be amended to cover additional or modified activities? 

___ Yes




No____

Not Applicable___

If yes, immediately notify the MEO, REO (where available) or the EE/BEO.  
A5.
Remember it is necessary to obtain the Mission’s concurrence on an Environmental Status Report prior to proposal approval. Be sure to complete the ESR Facesheet. Proceed to Section B.

Section B.
Status of Fulfilling Conditions in the IEE, including Mitigative Measures and Monitoring 

Take this opportunity to re‑evaluate your mitigation and monitoring plan. Make sure the commitments made in the IEE are doable and realistic, in other words, not beyond the capabilities and resources of the contractor to implement. Mitigation and monitoring can be part of normal visits to an area to check on activities, unless specific testing, surveys or the like have been required. Alternatively, experience to date may indicate that the IEE's mitigation and monitoring plan is not sufficiently specific or is lacking in some respect. If conditions or mitigation and monitoring are part of an activity-specific EA or sectoral PEA, the instructions below still apply.

B1.
For each component of the program, list or reproduce (as an Annex to this report) the mitigative measures and monitoring or other conditions. [For activities placed under an umbrella process, do not reproduce the standard Environmental Screening Form and Review conditions; follow instructions at B3 below.] 

B2.
Describe status of complying with the conditions. Examples of the types of questions a Sponsor should answer to describe "status" follow. 

1)
What mitigative measures have been put in place? How is the successfulness of mitigative measures being determined? If they are not working, why not? What adjustments need to be made?

2)
What is being monitored, how frequently and where, and what action is being taken (as needed) based on the results of the monitoring? In some situations, a Cooperating Sponsor and/or Contractor will need to note that the monitoring program is still being developed with intent to satisfy the conditions. Alternatively, it could happen that the conditions cannot be achieved because of various impediments. 

Sponsors and/or contractor are encouraged to construct table(s) of relevant status indicators.
For any conditions that cannot be satisfied, propose a course of remedial action and amend the IEE. In the case of an EA or PEA, consult the MEO, REO (where available), and the EE/BEO, as amending an EA or PEA is a more elaborate process.

B3. 
If the Cooperating Sponsor and/or Contractor is using Environmental Screening Forms (ESFs) and environmental reviews, prepare: i) a table listing the ESFs prepared and submitted; (ii) the Category(ies) the activity(ies) was\were placed in; and (iii) whether the ESF has been approved by the MEO. For any Category 2
 or above activities, the chart should include the status of the Environmental Reviews, e.g., in preparation; submitted to MEO; approved by MEO; MEO referred to REO and BEO; and the date of approval by MEO or by REO or BEO, if appropriate. 

Section C.
Cooperating Sponsor and/or Contractor Recommendations for Beyond Compliance and Institutionalization of Environmentally Sound Practices
Please outline plans or recommendations (in a page or less) for institutionalizing environmentally sound design and management practices in future activities of a similar nature.

� Category 2 activities are those activities that would normally qualify for a negative determination under Reg. 216, based on an environmentally sound approach to the activity design and incorporation of appropriate mitigation and monitoring procedures.
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