Transparency International, now a household name

Transparency International's Kenya Chapter (TI-K) has made exceptional progress since it began active operation in 1999, with USAID assistance.  In only a few years, TI-K has dramatically transformed from a barely known organization to a household name at the fore-front of spear-heading reforms and promoting transparency and good governance in public institutions.

[image: image1.png]


Among its’ key achievements, TI-K is particularly famous for creating corruption awareness through its Kenya Urban Bribery Index. In 2001, the Index revealed that public institutions topped the list of most corrupt institutions in Kenya, however, the 2002 index recorded a significant improvement in a number of institutions including the top ranked Kenya Police with a 33 percent reduction in cases, owing to public exposure. The Index received wide acclaim including full-page coverage in the Time Magazine. 
TI-K’s highly publicized study on the “Harambee” initiative (Self- Help) and how it perpetrated corruption prompted the Kenya government to ban the initiative. TI-K is also credited for playing a lead role in lobbying for the enactment of the Public Officers' Ethics Bill. In its effort to increase awareness on corruption, TI-K has since April 2001, sponsored ‘Face-Off’, a 60-minute weekly radio talk and call-in show, currently the leading talk show on Nation Radio. These efforts are also complemented by TI-K’s website, which remains extremely popular averaging over 600 'hits' per day.  Every month visitors download over 670 publications from the site. 

TI-K  prides itself on more than raising awareness, and assesses its own effectiveness by whether it can create demand for assistance from both the GOK and private sector in tackling issues of transparency that adversely impact these organizations.  TI-K has been successful in this venture. TI-K now provides institutional cover for the Kenya Chapter of the African Parliamentarians Network Against Corruption (APNAC) which has emerged as the leading economic governance, parliamentary cross-party caucus.  TI-K, acting as the secretariat for APNAC, also occasionally provides technical expertise to the Attorney General's legislative drafting department in the form of legal opinions and briefs. 
The Director of the Criminal Investigations Department of the Kenya Police and the Head of the Anti-Corruption Police Unit recently contacted TI-K  to assist them in addressing corruption within the police force.  This is particularly noteworthy given that the police were ranked the most corrupt institution in Kenya, yet, they  did not attack the methodology and ranking they received as expected.  The fact that they have reached out for TI-K's assistance provides concrete evidence of the organization's legitimacy, the effectiveness of the awareness raising campaign, and a nation that is coming to terms with the need to deal with corruption. 
