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Wajir Peace and Development Agency (WPDA)
P.O. Box 229
Wajir, Kenya

Contact persons: Nuriah Abdullahi Abdi
Tel. 254-46-421359; 0733-453218
E-mail: nabat@nbnet.co.ke
Grant No. 623-G-00-04-00020-00

Introduction:  Wajir Peace and Development Agency (WPDA) started as Wajir Peace and Development Committee (WPDC) in 1993, but now it is registered as WPDA under the NGOs Act of 1990.  Based in Wajir District, Northeastern Province, WPDA has been involved in conflict management activities since 1992.  The organization (WPDA) was founded by women leaders in Wajir District who still volunteer their services to it. 
Purpose:  (a) Support local communities lobby for reforms that promote peace building and in conflict management; (b) Monitor government activities and mitigate conflict in North East: (c) Support participation of women and youth in peace building; (d) Facilitate local communities in Wajir District to participate in formulation of a national policy on conflict management and peace building; and (e) Community Education. 

Geographic Coverage:  Wajir District, North Eastern Kenya.

Timeframe:  March 2004 to April 2006.

Inputs:  Advocacy, technical assistance in conflict management and peace-building, and policy formulation.

Planned Activities:  (a) Support rapid response and early warning mechanisms in conflict management; (b) Support peace education efforts to inculcate culture of peace among the youth; (c) Conduct workshops on peace building and strengthen traditional methods of conflict; (d) Support target communities to participate in formulation of a national policy on conflict management and peace building; (e) Community Education through the media. 
Outputs and Results: More open/dialogue forums enhanced and communities resolve conflicts more amicably.  Pastoralist-friendly policy formulated with fully participation of local communities during the formulation process.  Local lobby groups’ effectiveness enhanced.  Enhanced rapid response peace structures thus reducing incidences of conflict.
Results to Date:  (a) More coordinated rapid response mechanism in place, especially along Wajir/Isiolo and Moyale districts; (b) Peace education in schools launched through the Peace Education Network; (c) Frequent dialogue meetings between warring clans; and (d) Radio programs, using role plays and peace messages now in air.

Issues/Challenges:  (a) Lack of cross-border component in this project has led to difficulties in handling issues related to cross-border raids; (b) Lack of funds for dialogue meetings made work difficult; (c) Transport remains the biggest obstacle in implementing project activities; (d) Proliferation of arms across the border jeopardizes peace in the district; and (e) Inadequate funding for training in each division.
Partners/Other Donors:  Government of Kenya(GOK), OXFAM, AU-IBAR, local organizations like Peace and Development Network (PeaceNet), Arid Lands Development Focus (ALDEF), Coalition for Peace in Africa (COPA), Wajir South Development Association (WASDA), Africa Peace Forum (APF), Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG), Nomadic, and Arid Lands Resource Management Project. 
