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Democracy & Governance Office – Activity Data Sheet

International Commission of Jurists (ICJ)

P.O. Box 59743, Nairobi

Contact: Samuel Mbithi
Tel: 3875981; Fax: 3875982; E-mail: icj@africaonline.co.ke
Grant No. 623-G-00-00-00182-00 (Freedom of Information Project)
Introduction:  The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ/K) is a legally registered independent membership organization founded by Kenyan lawyers in 1959.  It has an observer status with the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights.  Although it is a section of the International Commission of Jurists, Geneva, it designs its own programs and fundraises independently of ICJ/Geneva.  It has been carrying out a number of activities aimed at furthering democracy in Kenya.  These include holding seminars on human rights and the rule of law, publishing a human rights journal, “The Jurist”, conducting lectures, monitoring human rights abuses and issuing statements condemning such practices.  

Purpose:  The overall goal of the “freedom of information project”, is to improve public participation in governance through the adoption and implementation of legal and policy tools that support grater availability and access top official information.  

Geographic Coverage:  National

Timeframe:  Completion date extended by two years from 03/30/2005 to 03/30/2007
Inputs:  Advocacy, providing expert information and training.

Outputs and Results to Date: (a) draft evidence based advocacy for creation of FOI legislative and policy frameworks (c) improved capacity of ICJ to lobby for policy reforms (c) strengthened linkages between ICJ, media, CSOs  and MPs.

Planned Activities: (a) public education campaign through (i) publication and distribution of publicity materials (ii) radio programs (iii) quarterly lectures (b) capacity building workshops for target groups including professional bodies, academics, key CSOs, MPs, media (c) research aimed at producing general guidelines to be considered when drafting privacy legislation (d) freedom of information litigation – test cases media advocacy     

Issues/Challenges:  ICJ sourced for funds for the FOI program/activities from USAID and MS Kenya, leading to a possibility of double funding. The 3 organizations have consulted and agreed on the way forward – agreed on the activities that USAID will fund and those that MS Kenya will fund

Partners/Other Donors:  MS Kenya, TI Kenya Chapter, Kenya Law Reform Commission, Law Society of Kenya.
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P.O. Box 59743, Nairobi

Contact: Samuel Mbithi
Tel: 3875981; Fax: 3875982; E-mail: icj@africaonline.co.ke
Grant No. 623-G-00-00-00182-00 (Judicial Reforms)
Introduction:  The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ/K) is a legally registered independent membership organization founded by Kenyan lawyers in 1959.  It has an observer status with the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights.  Although it is a section of the International Commission of Jurists, Geneva, it designs its own programs and fundraises independently of ICJ/Geneva.  It has been carrying out a number of activities aimed at furthering democracy in Kenya.  These include holding seminars on human rights and the rule of law, publishing a human rights journal, “The Jurist”, conducting lectures, monitoring human rights abuses and issuing statements condemning such practices.  

Purpose:  Expand the capacity of ICJ to lobby for a judicial reforms through linkages with the judiciary and innovate measurement criteria that index public perceptions of the Kenyan judiciary as a lobby tool. 

Geographic Coverage:  National

Timeframe:  Completion date extended by 15 months from 12/31/2003 to 03/30/2005. Completion date further extended to 3/30/07
Inputs:  Advocacy, policy and training.

Outputs and Results to Date:  Under the (2003 to 2005) extension ICJ proposed to build on the findings of the previous grant/project and sustain the demand for judicial reforms. The goal of the judiciary project was to create a more independent and accountable efficient judiciary by contributing towards policy change as well as producing objective information on the judiciary, providing legal expert input to GOK and building linkages between CSOs, legal practitioners, media, government and the judiciary.  To date, ICJ has (i) held several public lectures, which have given the public a chance to assess GOK’s commitment in the fight against corruption. This has enhanced public participation in governance; (ii) organized focus-group discussions between ICJ, lawyers and judges, which have strengthened links between ICJ and judicial officers (iii) published the first constitutional case law digest. The digest is a useful reference guide (iv) carried out a qualitative survey on the anti-corruption court. The information collected highlights the strengths, weaknesses and also offers suggestions from improvement (v) held seminars with journalists to discuss better coverage of court cases and administration of justice generally. Legal commentaries and analysis are beginning to find space in the press (vi) ICJ has also published brochures and newsletters which avail information to the public on judicial reforms with a view to informing, educating and encouraging the public to participate in reform initiatives. 

Planned Activities: ICJ will continue to hold focus-group discussions, quarterly lectures and media seminars as well as publish newsletters and brochures. 

Issues/Challenges:  Bureaucracy in government at large as well as conservative and cautious approach by those in GoK leadership.
Partners/Other Donors:  Law Society of Kenya, Constitution of Kenya Review Commission, CIDA, Konrad Adeneuer Foundation, DFID, UNDP.

