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DEMOCRACY & GOVERNANCE OFFICE – ACTIVITY DATA SHEET
Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA-Kenya)
Amboseli Rd, Off Gitanga Road
P.O. Box 46324
Nairobi

Contact: Jane Kiragu
Tel: 570444/573511

E-mail:  fida-kenya@africaonline.co.ke; infor@fidaafricanonline.co.ke;

Grant Number 623-G-00-03-00059-00
Introduction:  The Federation of Women Lawyers is a non profit women’s organization that has effectively lobbied for women’s rights and is consulted by the GOK on a regular basis.  It conducts legal aid to women in need, monitors and advocates for women’s rights and raises public awareness.  Membership to FIDA/K is open to Kenyan women lawyers and women law students.  Currently, there are more than 360 FIDA/Kenya members.  The organization has a secretariat in Nairobi and Kisumu.  Under this program, FIDA/Kenya proposes to monitor human rights violations, train Members of Parliament (MPs) on international human rights instruments, host annual forums, and work with the GOK to encourage the implementation of these human rights regimes

Purpose:   To work towards improving the legislative and policy framework for women’s rights.  They propose to lobby, advocate and build coalitions with key governance and legislative arms in order to get commitment to influence policy and legislation that protects women’s rights and redresses gender discrimination.  
Geographic Coverage:  National
Timeframe:  September 15, 2003- December 13, 2006
Inputs:  Technical assistance and training.

Planned Activities:  (a) Monitor women’s rights violations at community level through community based monitors; b) Strengthen capacity for monitoring government implementation of international and regional human rights instruments; c) Produce and launch annual reports on the legal status of women in Kenya; d) Conduct an assessment on the levels of awareness on gender issues and the extent of gender representation in parliamentary committees and conduct training of MPs on gender and human rights instruments; e)Conduct a baseline survey covering Nyanza, Coast, Western and Nairobi on implementation of CEDAW at rural levels in an attempt to provide benchmarks against which the next country report will be based; f) conduct sensitization workshops for state actors, g) collaborate with GOK agencies (Kenya Law Reform Commission, Kenya National commission for Human Rights) to ensure women’s rights are accorded attention in reporting, legislative agenda and enable two commissioners form KLRC attend a law drafting course; h) host follow up consultation forums with policy makers with the aim of building the capacity to understand international human rights instruments and the impact of excluding women from development process; and i) attend UN sessions in New York focusing on issues of discrimination against women.
Outputs and Results Expected: a) Enhanced commitment of MPs to improve legislative and policy reform framework for women’s rights, b) gender sensitive laws passed, c) strengthened partnership with policy makers, d) enhanced capacity to monitor GOK’s compliance with international conventions that  promote Women’s empowerment (baseline survey will set benchmarks), e) Presentation of Shadow report at UN Convention that provides oversight to GOK commitments to gender equity, f) enhanced collaboration with KNHRC and KLRC leading to inclusion of gender in human rights reporting and in national legislative reform agenda, and g) enhanced capacity for FIDA through provision of training and equipment.
Results To date: Survey for MPs completed and report distributed, CEDAW survey in progress, Consultation with GOK agencies influenced the formation for an anti-rape police squad, FIDA presented a shadow report at UN convention, and two FIDA officials were included in the GOK delegation to the UN convention and enabled FIDA to provide valuable input into the official report that outlined GOK commitments to gender equity.
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