USAID/DCHA/FFP/EP TEAM UPDATE: 

Week ending March 21, 2003

Afghanistan

· Revised Pipeline Status: Larger than anticipated carryover of food commodities from the EMOP ending March 31, 2003, will permit cereals to remain in surplus until September, although shortages in non-cereal commodities (oil, WSB) will arise in July and August, respectively.  Consequently, FFP/EP is planning an April Call Forward of 4,000 MT of WSB and 10,000 MT of vegoil.  Other donor support, however, will be essential to avert cereal shortfalls in the fourth quarter of CY 2003.

· Refugees and IDPs: The UNHCR estimates that in 2003, an additional 1.2 million refugees will return from neighboring countries in addition to 300,000 IDPs expected to return to their communities in Afghanistan.  This is additional to other vulnerable groups being assisted under WFP's EMOP and follow-on PRRO, which commences April 1, 2003. 

Caucasus

· Following an intensive review of emergency food aid requirements in the Caucasus, FFP/EP is preparing approval documents for modest contributions to Armenia ($4m), Azerbaijan ($3m) and Georgia ($3m) to address imminent pipeline breaks in all three countries.  

Sudan

· We have recommended an additional pledge of 28,000 MTs to the next WFP EMOP.  This contribution will bring FFP’s total to 72,000 MTs for the FY, approximately 10,000 MTs less than we contributed last year.  One issue being considered in addition to this contribution is a contribution for roads repair included in the EMOP.  
· WFP delivered food aid for the first time to Southern Blue Nile and anticipates delivering 400 MTs by the end of the month.  Humanitarian access for WFP has been steadily improving.  As a result we are re-evaluating how best to apply NPA resources to other areas of Upper Nile.  

· The Sudan Task Force is preparing a paper on Sudan issues to brief the Administrator on March 26.  Issues addressed in the brief include progress in the peace process, USAID paper to NSC and State on 9 month program plan and its connection to the peace process, and reporting to Congress on the Sudan Peace Act.  

· Resources in the interim period will be a large issue with USAID IDA resources virtually exhausted. These resources could be used most effectively for quick impact projects to assist with projected returning IDPs/refugees.  

Pending Actions for Sudan:

Eastern Equatoria and Southern Bor County

CRS:  Total MT requested: 6,780  Total Budget requested: $7,436,004
Comments:  We sent CRS an issues letter middle of last week and are waiting for their response.  Anticipate that we can finalize this TA within 2 weeks.
 

Kosti, White Nile

ADRA:  Total MT requested: 3,290 Total Budget requested: $1,406,000
Comments:  Issues letter sent to ADRA last week but still waiting for response.  Anticipate finalizing TA by the end of the month

 

Northeastern Sudan – Cross border from Eritrea

Samaritan’s Purse:  Total MT requested: 3,500  Total Budget requested: $576,532

Comments:  SPIR has come to an agreement with MCI Eritrea to borrow 3,500 MTs to distribute in opposition held areas around Hamish Khoreb.  We received the proposal last week.  We recommend approval and are working with SPIR on issues.  Issues letter to be sent to their HQ 3/24.

 

Northern Sudan, Khartoum

CARE:  Total MT Requested: 3,920   Total Budget request: $1,858,900
Comments:   We did not receive the CARE proposal until March 4, 2003.  The grant is due to come to a close 3/31/03.  Working with USAID Khartoum office on next steps.  
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