USAID/Armenia Heat Assisted Education Program

On April 14, 2003, EUR/ACE approved the usage of FY 02/03 Performance Funds to be used for the “Heat Assisted Education” project to be implemented in Armenian schools, which had successfully graduated from the Social Transition Program (STP).

In addition, the Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD) requested USAID/A technical assistance for rehabilitation/construction of heating systems in school located in different marzes of Armenia, that were planned for reconstruction and/or major renovation in the 2002-2003. MoUD has budgeted a total amount of $1.2M for construction/renovation works. Taking into account that heating systems’ rehabilitation has not been accounted for in the budget, MoUD requested USAID/A to provide technical assistance for rehabilitation/construction of heating systems in these schools.

The "Heat Assisted Education" project will allow the pupils in twenty schools, located in different marzes, of Armenia to have a more hospitable environment in which to learn. It will also eliminate the need for extended winter vacations that have become the norm over the last 10 years through the coldest part of the season. This is extremely important as this next generation is crucial to the sustainability and success of all of our developmental and assistance efforts.  The central heating would also enable the communities to utilize the schools’ gymnasium for recreational and community activities.

